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Kolenu is filled with facts and information about 
Israel, the community, and world Jewry.

Executive Director
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director@ucjf.org

Marketing and Development Manager
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Grace Sheaffer  
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Newsletter Staff
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Reminder: The deadline for submitting information to 
the Passover issue is Friday, March 10   

Office Hours: Due to COVID, please call for an 
appointment 845-338-8131 

 

(845) 338-8131
www.ucjf.org

development@ucjf.org 
Like us on facebook! Jewish Federation of Ulster County

Serving our community 
and sustaining the environment

Would you prefer to receive future issues of the 
Kolenu newsletter online instead of receiving your hard 
copy in the mail? If yes, please send an email to us at 
development@ucjf.org. Please include your full name, 
and note your preferred email address. You'll help us 
save a stamp and a tree, but you'll still receive 
our publications right in your email inbox. 

As part of an ongoing benefit to our members, 
UCJF provides offers from a variety of vendors 
who wish to offer or supply various goods 
and services.  As an important reminder, 
UCJF is not a partner or joint venturer with 
any vendor, nor a guarantor of any vendor’s 
pricing, performance, or kashrut, for any goods 
and services purchased. It is important that 
each member or purchaser conduct their 
own due diligence, and decide for themselves 
whether dealing with the vendor is in their best 
interests.

Please support our advertisers. 
Their support helps defray 
the cost of the newsletters.

Become an advertiser… reasonable rates:
Contact development@ucjf.org    845-338-8131 

MISSION STATEMENT
We are a community-building organization that 

enriches Jewish life locally, nationally, in Israel, and 
around the world by helping those in need and 
fostering Jewish values for the greater good. 

Happy Hanukkah! 
May this season be filled with  

peace, love and happiness.

Kolenu Editors  Amy, Barbara, Janice  

mailto:development@ucjf.org
mailto:director@ucjf.org
mailto:development@ucjf.org
mailto:bookkeeper@ucjf.org
mailto:development@ucjf.org
mailto:development@ucjf.org
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What’s the Roadmap to Peace 
in the Middle East?

 
By David Drimer, Executive Director

director@ucjf.org

It’s easier to say what the end 
game isn’t: the Jews aren’t leaving. 
A Palestinian nation from “River 

to Sea” –- as has been repeated by the Palestinian Authority 
ad nauseum -- isn’t a viable option. 

It never had to be this way. 

From its inception, Israel didn’t want war. Israel’s found-
ing Prime Minister David Ben Gurion believed Jewish and 
Arab farmers would find common ground around mutual 
economic challenges.  In retrospect, that seems somewhat 
naïve. But he proposed creating a local Arab League of sever-
al nations including Israel – similar to Belgium, Netherlands, 
and Luxembourg in the European Economic Community. 
This arrangement, just like the BENELUX politico-economic 
union, would have been a formal intergovernmental, cooperative 
entity, and a practical incentive for peace. What went wrong? 
The British Mandatory Authority’s Arab Attaché loved the 
idea, but it was immediately vetoed by Syria. 

 Israeli Arabs weren’t “expelled” by Jews in 1948. They 
were told to leave by the neighboring Arab countries. Those 
countries wanted the Israeli Arabs out of the way when they 
invaded, and they promised these “refugees” they would be 
returning to a Jew-free Israel within a few weeks. The govern-
ment beseeched the Arab community to stay. The Economist 
newspaper – historically no friend to Israel – published a con-
temporaneous account about the Mayor of Haifa standing on 
the highway literally begging them to turn back.

 History reveals that didn’t work out for the hostile 
Arab nations, nor Palestinians stuck in permanent refugee 
status ever since. It has plagued Israel for 75 years. I share 
this so you appreciate Israel didn’t benefit from the exodus of 
Arab residents from Israeli society. 

There’s a cogent argument for the Palestinians to simply 
lay down their arms and abandon the notion of indepen-
dence. They’d be an Arab minority integral to the fabric of Is-
raeli society. They’d take up their rightful place as a huge and 
powerful voting bloc in the Israeli political process, enjoying 

the rights under law afforded all citizens. Women and Gays 
would instantly benefit in that scenario. 

Decades of violence, hateful rhetoric, and incompatible 
religious strictures suggest that ship sailed long ago. Given 
the history, it’s a non-starter for most Israelis, and it’s obvi-
ously not popular with Palestinians. 

So where to begin? Consider what has already been 
agreed to but never came to pass. The Oslo Accords laid out 
steps towards peaceful resolution. Oslo acknowledged recog-
nition of Palestine as a political entity and Israel as the Jewish 
state. It anticipated demilitarization. 

Consider the sections of the Accords regarding Legal 
affairs and Cooperation, which say: "Israel and the Council 
shall exercise their powers and responsibilities ... with due re-
gard to internationally-accepted norms and principles of hu-
man rights and the rule of law… both sides will abstain from 
incitement, including hostile propaganda...”

If you tend to believe Israel is the “bad actor,” I’m unlikely 
to change your mind. If you think fault lies largely with mil-
itant Palestinians, I agree. It’s absurd to believe Palestinian 
terrorists were likely to embrace this prescription for peace. 
Firing missiles at non-combatants is literally terrorism. 

Israel’s military posture is defensive and understandably 
retaliatory. The Israel Defense Force (IDF) has been charac-
terized as “the most ethical army in world,” by a council made 
up of senior military officers from five continents and a UN 
war crimes prosecutor. Hamas and others’ military strategy 
centers on guerrilla tactics, and civilian targeted attacks. 

 No matter your beliefs, can we agree adhering to the 
spirit of Oslo is one place to start? If so, let’s examine demili-
tarization. 

A good faith peace begins with disbanding all terrorist or-
ganizations. There’s a historical model for this; the UK end-
ed the “Troubles” with Northern Ireland when the political 
climate made continued violence untenable. The IRA and 
Ulster Loyalists laid down their weapons while Sinn Fein ne-
gotiated; analogously, terrorist factions in Gaza must follow a 
similar path and the PA must negotiate in good faith. 

mailto:director@ucjf.org
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Palestinian leadership must stop diverting billions in 
foreign aid to building terror tunnels into Israel. Plus, Pales-
tinians must end their intransigence on access to Jewish re-
ligious sites. When Israel manages a site, every religion has 
access. When Palestinians manage sites, only Muslims have 
unfettered access, and Jewish sites are frequently vandalized. 

That leaves only one plan on the table, the so-called Two-
State Solution. Under this model, the Palestinians get an inde-
pendent country, a committed economic partner with skin in 
the game, and security assurances from the United States and 
other stakeholders. 

What will Israel compromise? Curtailing settlements and 
land swaps will be viewed worldwide as major political victo-
ries. Israel will make huge capital investments in infrastruc-
ture, unprecedented job creation and improved healthcare 
and education. The risk for Israel is they will have empow-
ered an enemy state just a few miles from every major strate-
gic target. Investing faith in a Palestinian leadership that has 
perennially demonstrated their faithlessness would be one of 
the great compromises to achieve peace made by any nation 
in history. 

But that’s a legitimate roadmap to peace. It’s as simple 
as saying yes to an Israeli/US-brokered Palestinian nation in 
Gaza and Judea and Samaria (aka the West Bank.) 

Given the indoctrination to Jew hatred by the Palestin-
ian government, the militant Imams and media, and preju-
dices based on antisemitic interpretations of the Koran, I am 
not sanguine regarding prospects for peace. The PA junta is 
a perennial dictatorship that refuses to hold elections, de-
spite explicit provisions in its Constitution. Even notorious 
Israel-hater Amnesty International acknowledges the PA and 
Hamas violently stifle dissent, resorting to arbitrary deten-
tion, torture, and excessive force against protesters. Civilians 
are tried before military courts and vaccine distribution fa-
vors high-ranking officials over health workers.

My one remaining hope is that normalization of relations 
is accelerating. The Abraham Accords suggest it is. Eventually, 
a new generation of Palestinians, tired of war and increasingly 
isolated from the Arab world, will adopt a new perspective. 
If – and that’s a big “if ” – that’s what they truly want…

If they truly do want it, it’s there for the taking.  
Shalom.

http://www.chabadulstercounty.org/HewbrewSchool
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INDEPENDENCE CELEBRATION!
By Rondavid Gold, President 

rondavidgold@gmail.com  

KINGSTON  (845) 339-2020          POUGHKEEPSIE  (845) 452-4444

“Your roof replacement experts since 1938”
www.JARoofing.com

Nate Horowitz
Vice President

nate@jaroofing.com
Ext. 11

Fax (845) 339-6415

(Warning!  This article contains a 
plethora of adjectives.  Proceed with 
caution.) 

On Monday, November 7, the 
newly-independent Reher Cen-
ter for Immigrant Culture and 

History held a classy wine, cheese and cake party in their 
magnificent new gallery specifically to express their apprecia-
tion to the Ulster County Jewish Federation for their 18 years 
of physical, spiritual and financial support and nurturing.  

It was attended by members of the boards of both organiza-
tions as well as dignitaries and major donors.

What a joyous, long-awaited event!  I was immensely gratified 
to be able to represent the Federation in expressing our great 
satisfaction and pride in the growth and success of our “off-
spring.” 

Reher Executive Director, Sarah Litvin and Reher visionary 
and founder, Geoff Miller presented a fascinating slide show 
tracing the history of the Reher family bakery building from 
its early beginnings until today…and some of its exciting 
plans for the future.

During this time of the celebration of light, the Federation 
salutes the Reher Center as a bright beacon shining on immi-
grant achievement and inclusion slicing through the darkness 
of prejudice and exclusion. 

We eagerly look forward to participating with the Reher Cen-
ter in many future shared community programs and events. 

Congratulations!

mailto:rondavidgold@gmail.com
http://www.jaroofing.com
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Dear Fellow Community,

You are receiving this newsletter in time for Chanukah, but it 
covers us though the holiday of Purim. It might be a bit early, 
but let’s talk Purim.

Purim is a very joyous holiday where it’s customary to eat 
Hamantaschen! Hamantaschen are the delicious triangle 
shaped cookies with a filling on the inside. Their origin is 
unclear although proof of their existence dates back many 
hundreds of years. Some have suggested that they resemble 
a three-cornered hat that Haman wore, but there is no proof 
of that having been the case, nor is there necessarily a good 
reason to emulate his hat fashion. 

Others maintain that they were originally called Oznai Ha-
man [ears of Haman] because they are shaped like an ear and 
legend has it that Haman was deaf. Yet others maintain that 
their name refers to Haman’s downfall, for Hamantasch can 
be broken into two words, Haman — tasch, which means 
“weakened.”

Yet another possibility is that their unique shape which con-
ceals their filling recalls the “hidden” nature of the miracle 
that occurred. Regardless of their origin, they have become 
an integral part of the Purim

celebration, adorning Mishloach Manot and Purim feasts 
alike.

Why are poppy seeds the traditional filling for Haman-
taschen? “Even the empty ones among you [ Jews] are full 
of Mitzvot like a pomegranate,” [Tractate Berachot57a.] The 
filling of the Hamantasch is concealed and represents the 
hidden inner core of the simple Jews who appear so simple 
and unaccomplished, but in reality, he is full of Mitzvot. Pop-
py seeds are miniscule and hundreds can fill the small inside 
of the Hamantasch.

All are welcome to join us this Purim for a Purim in the Jun-
gle theme! It will take place on Tuesday March 7th at 4:45 
pm. We will celebrate Purim and get to eat lots of yummy 
Hamantaschen!

If you would like, you can try the Hamantasch recipe below 
to get into the Purim spirit! 

Hamantasch Recipe:

Ingredients   

2 large eggs

½ cup oil 

½ cup sugar 

½ tsp vanilla extract

 2 cups all-purpose flour

 ½ tsp baking powder

 ¼ tsp kosher salt       

Instructions   

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees f. and line two baking sheets 
with parchment paper.

2. Mix together the wet ingredients: egg, oil, sugar and vanil-
la extract. Add the dry ingredients: flour, baking powder and 
salt, and stir until a smooth dough is formed.

3. Roll out the dough to around ¼ inch thick. Cut circles us-
ing a cookie cutter or a glass cup.

4. Place 1 teaspoon of the filling* in the center of the circles 
and pinch closed to form a triangle.

5. Bake the Hamantaschen for 10-12 minutes. Transfer to a 
wire rack to cool.

    *Be bold with your filling choices: 

Flavored jam, poppy seeds, sprinkles, chocolate chips, cara-
mel, cinnamon sugar and much more!

Wishing you all a joyous Purim!

Message from Reb. Leah Hecht
Chabad of Ulster County
myrebetzin@yahoo.com
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Dear Friend, 

On the Holiday of Chanukah, we light the menorah for 8 days. 
Each night of Chanukah we add one more candle of light! 

The menorah lighting was instituted as a publicity strategy: ad-
vertising to the world that Gd makes miracles for those who 
stand up for truth and justice.

The Maccabees chased away the forces of darkness with 
swords; we do it with candles or oil. That’s why we light the 
menorah shortly after sunset. Two exceptions: On Friday eve-
ning, we light the candles before sunset. On Saturday evening 
we light them after dark.

The Chanukah miracle involved olive oil, so that’s the fuel of 
choice. But you can use any candle that will burn until one-half 
hour after nightfall. Electric menorahs are good for decoration, 
but you need an old-fashioned one to fulfill the mitzvah.

How:

1. Get everyone to gather around the menorah. 

2. Light the shamash (“attendant”) candle. 

3. While standing, recite the blessings: 

Ba-ruch A-tah Ado-nai E-lo-he-nu Me-lech ha-olam a-sher 
ki-de-sha-nu be-mitz-vo-tav ve-tzi-va-nu le-had-lik ner Chanu-
kah.

Ba-ruch A-tah Ado-nai E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech ha-olam she-a-sa 
ni-sim la-avo-te-nu ba-ya-mim ha-hem bi-z’man ha-zeh.

[Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe, who has 
sanctified us with His commandments, and commanded us to 
kindle the Chanukah light.

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe, who per-
formed miracles for our forefathers in those days, at this time.

A freilichin/happy Chanukah to you!

Message from  
Rabbi Y. Yitzhak Hecht

Chabad of Ulster County 
office@chabadulster.org 

New Year’s Greetings 
that were not listed in the 
High Holiday Newsletter

THANK YOU FOR YOUR WISHES 

Susan L. Berger                 

Robin J. Frank 

Laura Goldstein 

Arnold & Mariel Goran 

Joyce, Robert, Josh & Jordan Greenough 

Francesa & Richard Husted 

Rabbi Jonathan Kligler & Ellen Jahoda 

Margolis Family 

Richard Heyl de Ortiz 

Cindy & Glenn Pomerantz 

http://www.thecopyhut.com
mailto:office@chabadulstercounty.org
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Dear Friends,

“Mishenichnas Adar Marbim B’simcha”

“When the month of Adar enters, we increase in Joy!”

We are architects of our own destiny:
There is a famous jewish saying, “In the place that a person’s 
mind is, there he is found” - “B’makom shemachshava shel 
adam, sham hu!”

There were once two brothers. One saw the “black dot” in 
everything, always sad and pessimistic. The second brother 
always saw the bright side to everything. He was always pos-
itive and was truly an optimist. The Dad wanted to balance 
his two sons. When they went to school he had a plan. 

For the pessimistic son, he went and bought all the newest 
toys in the market and filled up the sad son’s room. For the 
optimistic son, he filled the room with horse manure.

The boys came home, and the negative son enters his room 
and he's crying! Someone came into my room! These toys 
will need batteries! The batteries will eventually die! They 
will ultimately break! I will have to read so many instruc-
tions! This is so not worth it!
Then the father observes how his happy son reacts to the 
mess in his room: The boy is laughing away! Jumping! The 
father asked, why are you so happy? The son replied, “be-
cause there must be a pony here somewhere.”

It's a long life practice! It takes determination, courage, 
commitment and discipline, but we all can get there! By 
recognizing that everything is Hashgocha Protis - Divine 
providence, nothing is random is always helpful to being 
joyous!  
 
When a person realizes Hashem is behind everything, he 
then has the strength to overcome his/her challenge/s. We 
don't always see the reason why Hashem does things. 

We are in control of how we think! “Machshava (thought) 
in Hebrew and B’simcha (joy) have the same Hebrew 
letters. Our attitude and frame of mind will determine 
our happiness. Our attitude of getting happy or annoyed 
depends on our thoughts.

The American Dollar says in G-d we trust.
 
Good morning, I am G-D and I will take care of all your 
challenges today. Hashem is in the driver seat, so we have 
nothing to worry about! This allows us to relax in difficult 
situations. Positive thinking allows us to be a conduit for 
Hashem’s Brachos - blessings!

As the prophet Yirmiyahu says: baruch Hagever Asher Yiftach 
Bhashen - “Blessed is the man, who trusts in Hashem!”

May the joy from the Hebrew month of Adar overflow into 
the rest of the months of the year! Even through challenging 
times, we can still live a life of Joy - Simcha and happiness!

May Hashem bless each and every one of us with only  
reasons to be Joyful! 

Message from Rabbi AB Itkin
 Chabad of Ulster County

abitkin@gmail.com 

harris.greathudsonvalleyhomes.com

Harris L. Safier
Associate Real Estate Broker

16 Hurley Avenue, Kingston, NY 12401
m: 914.388.3351  |  o: 845.340.1920

hsa�er@bhhshudsonvalley.com

MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE

A member of the franchise system of BHHS A�liates, LLC.

mailto:abitkin@gmail.com
http://harris.greaterhudsonvalleyhomes.com
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Dear Friends,

Tu B'Shvat, the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month 
of Shevat, is one of the four days which are charac-
terized as Rosh Hashanah -- the beginning of the 
year, for each one of these days begins the year in 
respect to a specific subject.   

Less than a month after Chanukah we get the Tu B’Shvat 
holiday.

On this day it is customary to partake of the fruit with which 
the Holy Land is praised (Deuteronomy 8:8): Olives, 
dates, grapes, figs and pomegranates. 

The blessing recited on fruit is:
Transliteration: Baruch atah A-donoy, Elo-heinu Melech 
Ha’Olam borei pri ha-aitz               
Translation: Blessed are You, L-rd our G-d, King of the 
universe, who creates the fruit of the tree.

One should make an effort to eat at least one fruit which one 
has not eaten that entire season, and would require the bless-
ing of Shehecheyanu. When eating such a fruit, the Shehechey-
anu should be said prior to reciting the blessing of "Haetz." 

The blessing of Shehecheyanu: 
Transliteration: Ba-ruch A-tah Ado-nai E-lo-he-nu Me-lech 
Ha-olam She-heche-ya-nu Ve-ki-yi-ma-nu Ve-higi-a-nu Liz-man 
Ha-zeh.
Translation: Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the 
universe, who has granted us life, sustained us, and enabled 
us to reach this occasion.

One day, as Choni (a rabbi of the Talmud) was traveling 
along the road, he saw a man planting a carob tree. Choni 
asked him, "How long will it take for this tree to bear fruit?"  
"Seventy years," the man replied. 

"Do you think that you will live another 70 years?" Choni 
asked. The man replied, "I found carob trees growing when I 
was born, because my forefathers planted them for me, so I, 
too, plant them for my children." 

Fruit for Thought: Sometimes we don’t see or know the 
effect that we have.

Every single Mitzvah that we do, every one of our positive 
actions, is a planted seed that will one day blossom and bear 
fruit.  It may take years to see the results of our hard labor, 
to realize the impact of our good deeds, but they will come 
to fruition. Our deeds enrich the lives of our children and 
grandchildren forever. Just as those before us sowed those 
seeds for us, so must we resolve to sow those seeds too. We 
must keep planting- our children and grandchildren are 
depending on us.
“Those who sow in tears will reap with songs of joy. He goes 
along weeping, carrying the bag of seed; he will surely return 
with songs of joy, carrying his sheaves.” (Psalms 126)

“When you plow and you sow, things will grow” (Hayom 
Yom, Cheshvan 25)
 
All are welcome to join our Tu B’Shvat Seder on Monday, 
February 6 at 5:00 pm!
 
Wishing you all success and growth in your journey of life!

Messsage from Rebbetzin Binie Itkin
Chabad of Ulster County

binieitkin@gmail.com

Email: gmiller1931@gmail.comEmail: gmiller1931@gmail.com

mailto:binieitkin@gmail.com
mailto:gmiller1931@gmail.com
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Dear friends,
I'm pleased to be writing to you for the second time, and ap-
preciate the opportunity to provide an update on everything 
going on at the JCNP. Now into my fourth month as the rab-
bi of the JCNP, my hope is to begin building relationships 
with Jewish leaders, stakeholders, and communities in Ulster 
County - that is to say, contributors to and readers of this 
publication. I plan to make contact with such folks as I come 
to understand the area, but in the meantime would also very 
much appreciate hearing from them/you. I can be most eas-
ily reached via email at rabbi@thejcnp.org. 

I'm happy to report that things are going very well at the 
JCNP. Thanks to the hard work of our lay leaders and mem-
bership, we had a very successful High Holidays, which of-
fered a blend of the familiar and the new, and suggested even 
better things to come now that the first year together is under 
our belt. Our Hebrew School is well into the swing of things, 
and we've had several new families join us this year - tremen-
dous thanks are due to our Hebrew School committee and 
teachers, who have adapted admirably to the change in rab-
binic leadership, and to our students, who are wickedly smart 
and funny. You can learn more about our Hebrew School and 
our wonderful early-childhood program, Chaverim, at our 
website - thejcnp.org.

A few quick programming notes: we offer Reconstruction-
ist-style Friday night Shabbat services every week in-person 
(unless otherwise announced) at our Shul at 8 Church Street 
in New Paltz and streaming on Zoom, and the majority of 
Saturday mornings we meet for Torah Study and Adult Ed-
ucation at our Community Center at 30 N. Chestnut Street. 

If you're interested in attending services or any of our educa-
tional offerings, please email me and let me know - we'd love 
to have you! On Thursday, December 15th at 7:00 p.m., we'll 
be holding an open-to-the-public Thursday Night Live event, 
"The Great Latke/Hamentashen Debate," at our Communi-
ty Center at 30 N. Chestnut Street. My predecessor Rabbi 
Bill Strongin and I will each captain a team of debaters ar-
guing over the eternal and essential question of "Latke or 
Hamentashen?", the answer to which is, clearly, latke (how 
about that for an opening salvo?). If you're interested in at-
tending, please RSVP by emailing  jcnpoffice@gmail.com. 
Hope to see you there! 

Until next time, best wishes and blessings for a Happy Cha-
nukkah and (secular) New Year.

B'shalom

Message from Rabbi Adam Cerino-Jones
Jewish Congregation of New Paltz 

Congregation Ahavat Achim
rabbi@the jcnp.org

Honored to serve the  
Jewish Community since 1953

Simpson Hammerl  
Funeral Home

326 Albany Avenue

Kingston, NY 12401

845-331-0631

www.SimpsonHammerl.com

mailto:rabbi@thejcnp.org
http://www.simpsonhammerl.com
http://www.beames.com
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*What’s With the Menorah?*

Why is the Menorah the most enduring symbol of Judaism?

When the Jews constructed a divine tabernacle in the desert 
following their exodus from Egypt, they were instructed to 
prepare a seven branched candelabra to be lit every day in the 
chamber adjacent to the Holy of Holies where the Ark of the 
Covenant was kept. This observance continued for at least 
another 1,500 years, with brief pauses, until the destruction 
of the second Holy Temple.

The essential function of a Menorah is a space for a flame to 
shine. The flame represents the soul, mandated with the mis-
sion of bringing divine light and warmth to a materialistically 
dark and cold universe. But aside from the impact one single 
flame has on its surroundings through its light and warmth, 
every flame can create more flames and there are three crucial 
details about this phenomenon that teach us all we need to 
know about education. 

When one flame lights another flame the intended purpose 
is for the new flame to be independent. As long as the orig-
inal flame needs to touch the wick, the new flame does not 
really exist. The purpose of education is to create confident 
and self-sufficient Jews, who in turn can educate and inspire 
others.

Flames are infinite. There is no limit to how many flames one 
flame can ignite. As our sages proclaim “you shall educate 
many students!” There is no quota of how many people you 
are obligated to inspire and guide in the proper direction. 
Even if you mentored countless people, always seize the op-
portunity to educate more.

Finally, the flame is never diminished as a result of sharing its 
fire with other wicks. No matter how many flames one flame 
ignites, it never weakens or dims as a result. Educating others 
can seem to detract from your own personal growth. After all, 
the time and effort expended on caring for others is less time 
spent on yourself. Flames teach us that one who focuses on 
inspiring others never loses out.

The Menorah is the icon of education and education is the 
secret recipe to Jewish continuity. The Lubavitcher Rebbe 
OBM taught us "If you know Aleph, then teach Aleph", each 
of us has a responsibility to teach and inspire others with the 
light of Judaism even if all we know is "Aleph".

Message from Rabbi Mendy Karczag 
Chabad of Woodstock

 rabbi@jewishwoodstock.org 

Need Help? Contact Us Today!
hvhospice.org  •  (845) 240-7555
Need Help? Contact Us Today!
hvhospice.org  •  (845) 240-7555

Celebrate the
moments that
Celebrate the
moments that

mailto:rabbi@jewishwoodstock.org
http://www.hvhospice.org
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May we provide light to one another through the 
darkness, and may our acts of loving-kindness 

shine like a lamp for the whole community!

Chag urim sameiach - a happy and light-filled 
Chanukah to all!

Message from 
Rabbi Sarah Noyovitz 

(they/she)
Interim Rabbi of the Woodstock Jewish Congregation 

 rabbinoyo@wjcshul.org Chanukah offers a unique opportunity, being that it is one 
of the most widely celebrated Jewish Holidays. It is also 
celebrated very similarly by most Jews – lighting a menorah, 
spinning a dreidel, eating latkes, sufganiot, or other oily 
foods. This is of particular importance on this year of Hakhel 
(more info on what Hakhel is at www.Chabad.org/Hakhel). 

The opportunity is laying itself at our feet. We just need to 
reach out and make use of it. Use this opportunity to get to-
gether with family that doesn’t practice as much, or who you 
haven’t spoken to recently. Use this opportunity to invite 
those relatives that celebrate Passover, or Yom Kippur in a 
way that might be foreign to you – Chanukah we’re all the 
same.  Use this opportunity to get together with neighbors 
and friends without having to teach them Hebrew or have 
them sit through a Haggadah. Use this opportunity to make 
Jewish get-togethers large and small.

Let’s make this Chanukah a festival of millions of lights. Let’s 
make this Chanukah a Hakhel Festival.

Message from 
Rabbi Moshe Plotkin

Chabad of New Paltz 
nplotkin@jewpaltz.com 
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ericgoldie2@yahoo.com
Like us on Facebook 1000 Dances DJ’s and MC’s

Providing Pickles & More for Over 30 Years

for more products go to 

GARYSPICKLES.COM

(845) 591-9435
barry@garyspickles.com

GARY’S        PICKLES

$1.00 $1.00 
OFFOFF

ANY ONE (1) 
CONTAINER

Must present flyer or coupon at time of 
purchase; one per customer; valid for the 
items listed and may not be substituted 
for any other item; not to be combined 
with any other coupon or offer; 
contingent upon available inventory.

Gary’s Pickles 
• Full Sours
• Half-Sours
• Hot & Spicy

Gary’s sPecialties 
• Pickled Tomatoes
• Sweet Gherkins
• Marinated Mushrooms
• Horseradish Pickles 
 (when in season)
• Bread & Butter Pickles
• Sauerkraut
• Assorted Stuffed Olives

mailto:rabbinoyo@wjcshul.org
mailto:nplotkin@jewpaltz.com
http://www.chabad.org/Hakhel
mailto:ericgoldie2@yahoo.com
http://www.garyspickles.com
http://www.kingstonfinejewelry.com
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As American Jews we are accustomed to living in a Christian na-
tion of which we are especially cognizant during the winter months 
when public spaces, stores, streets, television, movies, even the ra-
dio are dominated by Christian messaging. It is no wonder that 
Chanukah occurring on the 25 of Kislev once considered a minor 
festival primarily celebrated with family and friends in the home, 
has been catapulted into a major holiday.

On Chanukah we retell the story of the Maccabees who fought 
courageously to protect our right to practice Judaism as we saw fit. 
Upon retaking Jerusalem the Maccabees wanted to rededicate the 
Temple and miraculously the oil enough for one day lasted eight 
days. The Maccabees took a stand against assimilation and most 
importantly rejected religious coercion. 

This year as we celebrate the wonderful, miraculous holiday of 
light in our homes and with our congregations, let us re-dedicate 
ourselves to combating governmental religious coercion. There is 
more than one way to be a Jew, let us honor all of our people in 
what we share and in our differences.

As our homeland Israel prepares to seat a new government, let 
us commit ourselves to protecting rights of all citizens of Israel; 
Jewish, Christian and Muslim as well as the diversity in the Jew-
ish community; Ethiopian, Ukrainian, Russian, Reform, Renewal, 
Conservative, Reconstructionist, and Orthodox affiliating Jews. 
May each of these communities be affirmed and afforded equal 
rights according to each communities’ convictions, traditions, and 
practices. From its inception Israel has been committed to being 
a Democracy as well as a haven for all Jews. No Jewish commu-
nity has a monopoly on authentic observance. Let us speak out 
unequivocally against Religious Coercion in all of its forms and as 
it threatens the diversity of Jewish communities in Israel.   

And as Jewish Americans, may Chanukah remind us of the impor-
tance of the separation of Church and State. As Jewish Americans 
may we affirm the rights of all faiths to live according to their con-
victions so that we too as Jews can live in America according to our 
Jewish convictions. 

There is no better model for the United States than the words of 
the Israeli Declaration of Independence:  “The State of Israel… 
will foster the development of the country for all of its inhabitants. 
It will be based on freedom, justice and peace as envisioned by the 
prophets of Israel. It will ensure complete equality to social and 
political rights to all of its inhabitants irrespective of religion, race 
or sex. It will guarantee freedom of religion, conscience, language, 
education and culture. It will safeguard the holy places of all reli-
gions.” 

“Not by might nor by power but by My Spirit” shall we all live in 
peace. (Zecharia 4:6)

On this Chanukah may we truly protect religious freedoms for all.

Message from Rabbi Yael Romer, DD  
Congregation Emanuel of the Hudson Valley 

rabbiromer@cehv.org

metafair.com
www.metafair.com

Full Service Auction and Estate Sales

Donna Drimer
917.864.8739

mailto:rabbiromer@cehv.org
http://www.metafair.com
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Jewish Family Services of Ulster County 
By Sharon Murray-Cohen , LMSW Executive Director 

          Happy Chanukah to one and all from the Board and Staff of JFS!   
 
Since the last issue of Kolenu the Staff and Board have been very busy working on a number of projects geared to better service the Senior’s 
in our community.  Our newest project is a Home and Yard Maintence Program which is funded by a grant from the NoVo Foundation.   
This program provides free lawn and yard services and snow removal for seniors.  If you are, or know of, a senior who needs these services 
contact our office (845-338-2980) and our Administrative Assistant will put you in touch with our program manager.

We have also launched a quarterly newsletter, and our third edition will be coming out in January 2023. If you would like to be put on our 
email list for this newsletter, send us an email to jfs.ulster@gmail.com

Last, but not least we our now the administrators of the Jordan Liebhaber Scholarship  Fund.  The intention of this scholarship fund is 
to carry forward Jordan’s clear values and good works to help make the world a better, more caring place for our elders. The funds can be 
used for such purposes as: seminar enrollment, professional organization membership, conference attendance fee, project materials; the 
average scholarship amount is $500.

Proposals are reviewed on a rolling basis.

Qualifications: young adults, age 18 to 30, with interest in the elder services field.

Please provide the following information in your email and attach your resume:

•	 Name 
•	 Address 
•	 Phone number
•	 Email address
•	 Date of birth
•	 How you heard about the scholarship
•	 Two references, including their relationship to you and their contact information
•	 Response to the following questions. Limit your response to not more than 500 words.

Why would you like to be the recipient of the Jordan Liebhaber Scholarship? What is the objective, scope and timeline of your 

proposal? How much money will you need? How will the money be used? 

At the completion of your experience, you will be re-
quired to write a brief description of your experience for 
use in future marketing materials related to the Jordan 
Liebhaber Scholarship Fund, and to be an available re-
source for future recipients.

You will receive confirmation of the application’s receipt; 
you will be contacted if we need more information.

 Applicant should email the application letter and re-
sume  to: jfs.ulster@gmail.com  with  Jordan Liebhaber  
Scholarship in the subject line.

 
 

mailto:jfs.ulster@gmail.com
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‘We would like to thank everyone who has offered support 
to the Jewish Federation of Ulster County. We ensure that 
the funds you donate go towards important initiatives in 
service of our community. Listed below are some of the 
things your generous contributions have made possible. 
For those who are considering donating, we humbly ask 
that you consider the good your donation will do as we 
continue these efforts and hope you will support Ulster 
County Jewish Federation.’ 

•	Passionately debated Bob Gelbach, a representative 
from Jewish Voice for Peace and upheld our position 
in the conversation on Israel and Palestine- an educa-
tional and engaging moment for everyone involved

•	Founded a 24/7/365 Antisemitism Hotline to protect 
the safety and security of the Jewish residents of 
Ulster County

Creating a Jewish resource website JewishUlster.org to provide 
an online hub of spiritual, housing, job, and other community 
resources for those considering relocation to Ulster County
Working continuously with Faculty at SUNY New Paltz to en-
sure the best community possible for Jewish students on campus 
through focus group meetings and feedback

•	Launched the Ulster County Holocaust Awareness 
Initiative in response to dismal Holocaust Education 
in our schools

•	Introduced and lobbied for unanimous passage of a 
Resolution Against Antisemitism in the Ulster Coun-
ty Legislature

•	Provided in-depth briefings by expert law enforcement 
personnel on tightening the security profile of local 
Synagogues in the wake of the Texas hostage incident

•	Funded College scholarships, Jewish Summer Camp 
grants, and subsidized ed Israel trips

•	Intervened with SUNY New Paltz administrators when 
a Jewish student was ostracized for proclaiming her 
support of Israel

•	 Built the second annual Sukkah in TR Gallo Park 

•	Published Kadima, a rapidly growing online newsletter 
focused on Jewish issues and promoting and  
preserving the richness of our culture 

•	Rapidly expanded an online digital presence and social 
media following to capture the interest of a younger 
Jewish demographic in Ulster County

•	Continued the 26th Annual Fall for Art juried art show 
to advance the area’s standing as a vibrant creative 
community

•	Conduct an annual Day of Jewish Learning to preserve 
a heartfelt appreciation of our customs and traditions

•	Bring the Jewish community together in a Yom HaSho-
ah remembrance to sustain grim memories of the 
Holocaust, lest it fade from the collective memory

•	Staged an Israel Birthday (Yom Ha’atzmaut) celebra-
tion to acknowledge the central role of the Jewish 
homeland in our hearts

•	Coordinated a Kosher Certification learning initiative 
with the Orthodox Union (OU) to improve local 
quality of life for those who keep Kashrut

•	Produced an ongoing Jewish Film Festival to share and 
celebrate the depth of Jewish culture with our own 
people and the broader community as a whole

•	Continually grow the PJ Library project by providing 
free books to Jewish children, to instill an apprecia-
tion of Tzedakah and Tikkun Olam

•	We publish Kolenu (Our Voice) a polished, periodic 
Newsletter featuring important news, views and 
events about the Federation, community, Israel and 
world Jewry. 

•	We raised tens of thousands of dollars to aid Ukraine 
in their valiant efforts to stave off aggression. We got 
Arlo Guthrie to produce a video in which he asked 
for help in our efforts. Challahs baked and donated 
by Ellen Leifer were also a major part of the fund-
raising. 

THANK YOU!    THANK YOU!    THANK YOU!

THANK YOU!    THANK YOU!    THANK YOU!

https://www.jewishulster.org
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Thank You from the Reher Center 
to the Jewish Federation of 

Ulster County By Sarah Litvin, PhD 
(she/her) Executive Director 

As we take time this holiday season to give thanks, the staff, board, and volunteers of the Reher Center wish a heartfelt thank 
you to the board and staff of the Jewish Federation of Ulster County. We deeply appreciate their support as we finalized our 
purchase of our buildings at 99 and 101 Broadway, once historic Reher’s Bakery and now the permanent home of the Reher 
Center for Immigrant Culture and History.

This achievement is made possible thanks to the stewardship of the Federation, along with Jeffrey Farber, Rondavid and Carol 
Super Gold, Floyd Lattin and Ward Mintz, and attorney Stuart Lipkind. Thank you for your singular role as our fiscal sponsor, 
our landlord, and our partner in preserving the many histories these buildings hold. We look forward to many years of partner-
ship and friendship to come! 
 
Taking Root: Immigrant Stories of the Hudson Valley Save the Date: Spring 2023
Next year the Reher Center will open a  new major exhibition and program series showcasing stories collected as part of our 
Hudson Valley Immigrant Oral History Project. Taking Root will feature audio recordings, stunning photographs, and beloved 
objects that explore what it means to migrate, build community, and find belonging in a new home.

As you look ahead to the holiday season, what family traditions  
and cultural dishes are you looking forward to sharing?  

What are the flavors and memories that connect you to home?
 

We can’t wait to share the Taking Root exhibition and public program series with you next spring;  
join our mailing list to get the latest updates and donate to support our work! Learn more at ReherCenter.org.

Reher Center for Immigrant Culture and History
99-101 Broadway  -  Kingston, NY 12401

https://www.rehercenter.org
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It began with the emaciated faces of those fortu-

nate enough to have escaped Hitler’s crematorium. 

The future looked grim… Most of our scholars and 

teachers, our parents and grandparents were no 

longer here to guide us… Like orphans we sang the 

song of despair, “Vi A’heen Zol Ich Gayn” (Where 

shall I go?)

And then it began — first in the DP Camps, We 

cried out! “We want to return to our historic home-

land in Eretz Yisroel.”

So they came by the tens of thousands aboard the 

ship Exodus…They publish a newspaper, Baderch 

(On the Way)… On the way with what” They had 

no furniture, or suitcases… they lost their families 

and friends… they came only with their dreams 

and their new song — Hatikvah! (The Hope)

And then it happened… First the UN partition 

vote… then the declaration of statehood… just like 

in the time of the Exodus from Egypt or the miracle 

of Esther or in the time of the Maccabees…

“THE ISRAEL ADVOCATE”
by Nat Borsky, IAC member

ZIONISM AND ITS REBIRTH
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So here we are. Together with the early halutzim 

(pioneers) from Europe and America and 800,000 

plus Jews expelled from Arab lands, looking out 

at this historic land from the Negev to the Galilee; 

from the modern metropolis of Tel Aviv to the Holy 

City of Jerusalem. If only our ancestors could walk 

beside us through the old city toward the Kotel and 

witness this miracle . 

Yes! “We are truly blessed and privileged to be living 

in such times!”

HAG HANUKKAH SAMEACH
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SYNAGOGUE 
NEWS

Chabad of Ulster County 
(845) 331-1176

Office@ChabadUlsterCounty.org
Facebook.com/ChabadUlsterCounty 

Twitter.com/Chabad_UC 
Instagram.com/Chabad_UC

Morning daily services are at 8:00 am.

Prayer
Shabbat Evening
Join us Friday evenings services 10 minutes after candle 
lighting followed by melodies and inspirational Jewish 
stories every week.

Shabbat Day
Join us Saturday for a friendly and fulfilling weekly Shabbat 
service at 10:00 AM.  
Whether you are a minyan pro or new to the synagogue
experience, you are welcome at Agudas Achim.
A delicious kiddush with a vegetarian cholent follow 
services.
To sponsor a kiddush, please email: Office@
ChabadUlsterCounty.org

BE A MINYAN-AIRE
The way to start your day!!
Morning prayer FOLLOWED BY GREAT COFFEE AND 
KOSHER NOSH!
@ Agudas Achim: TUESDAYS @ 8AM.
 
If you are in need or know anyone who needs a  
Chanukah Menorah, candles, or dreidels, 
 please contact Rabbi AB at  
Office@ChabadUlsterCounty.org or call 845-331-1176

A Tie Dye Chanukah Wednesday, December 14th 4:30 pm  
The trendiest donuts & dreidels. Make a colorful splash 
at this Chanukah celebration! Bring a fresh twist to the 
Chanukah classics with a whirl of tie dye! At this trending 
Chanukah party, kids will be welcomed to a room full of 
color, the Chanukah story, & fun Chanukah activities, crafts 
& Chanukah dances! Kids are invited to come wearing their 
favorite tie dye outfits. Sign up now! For more information 
or to RSVP @office@ChabadUlsterCounty.org  
Tuesday December 20th 12:00-2:00 pm 
Learn the art of Charcuterie and make your own cheese 
board.

Sunday January 22nd 1:00-3:00 pm 
Blessings of the Home.  Design a "Birchas Habayis" Blessing 
of a Home. 

Tu B’Shvat Resort Wednesday, February 1st 4:30 pm
A luxury spa for the soul! Kick back and enjoy a rejuvenating 
and nature-filled Tu B’Shvat resort experience! Children will 
be greeted to a relaxing spa-like atmosphere with calming 
music and dimmed lights. The program will include fancy 
soap making, breath work and practice a variety of poses 
while learning about the special day of Tu B’Shvat. Children 
will enjoy yummy Tu B’Shvat treats, including the Shivas 
Haminim! Sign up now!  
For more information or to RSVP @Office@
ChabadUlsterCounty.org  

Monday February 6th - Tu Bshvat Seder 5:00 pm 
Open to men and women and children. An evening of 
inspiration,  food and camaraderie. 

Cteen International Shabbaton February 24-26th
Teens will have the opportunity to meet Jewish teens from 
all around the globe! 
Teens will experience a deep love and pride for being a Jew! 
This intention packed weekend is GUARANTEED to be a 
life changing experience for Teens! For more info. email 
Rabbi AB or Binie Office@ChabadUlsterCounty.org

Red Carpet Purim Wednesday, March 1st 4:30 pm
Get a taste of what it’s like to be a Shushan celebrity!  The 
children will arrive in style wearing your very own costume. 
Sign up now! For more information or to 
RSVP @Office@ChabadUlsterCounty.org 

mailto:office@chabadulstercounty.org
https://facebook.com/ChabadUlsterCounty
https://twitter.com/Chabad_UC
https://instagram.com/Chabad_UC
mailto:office@chabadulstercounty.org
mailto:office@chabadulstercounty.org
mailto:office@chabadulstercounty.org
mailto:office@chabadulstercounty.org
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Tanis Esther - Monday, March 6th 
Fast Begins 4:56 am

Purim 
Monday March 6th & Tuesday March 7th. 
 
Monday, March 6th 
5:30 pm Mincha Services 
6:15 pm - Megilla reading and Refreshments 
 
Come to Shul and hear the Megillah.  Hamantashen and 
refreshments are served after Megillah reading to break the 
fast. 
 
Tuesday, March 7th @ 254 Lucas Avenue, Kingston  
8:00 am - Morning Services & Megillah Reading 
4:45 pm - Megillah followed by Purim in the Jungle - Purim 
Party & Seudah. 
For more info. Email: Office@ChabadUlsterCounty.org

CKids International Shabbaton   
March 24 -25th - 2-3 Nisan 5783
Sunday, March 26th - CKIDS JEW Q CHAMPIONSHIP 
For more info. Email: Office@ChabadUlsterCounty.org
Pesach World Records 
Wednesday, March 29th 4:30 pm 
The biggest, fastest way to freedom.  Stretch your limits 
and race to prepare for Pesach. Sign up now! For more 
information or to RSVP @ Office@ChabadUlsterCounty.
org

Tea ‘N’ Torah Thursday’s from 11:00 am -12:00 pm 
Engaging, Enlightening Study & Conversation as you 
delight in the company of friends & gain an appreciation 
for the insight and wisdom of the Torah, facilitated by 
Rebbetzin’s Leah Hecht & Binie Itkin. @ Chabad of Ulster 
County, 254 Lucas Ave. 
Confirm that classes are on schedule. @ Chabad of Ulster 
County, 254 Lucas Ave. Confirm that classes are on 
schedule.

HalachaU  HalachaU is an in depth course exploring 
different halachic topics, looking at biblical and Talmudic 
sources with its modern day applications. Past discussions 
were about cooking on Shabbos. 

This class is 7pm on Thursdays. For more information, class 
schedule, and to sign up call 845-331-1176 or email Office@
ChabadUlsterCounty.org

Sisterhood of 
Congregation  
Agudas Achim 

 by Shirley Crystal

Agudas Achim’s Sisterhood Judaica Shop will have 
everything that you need for Chanukkah.  

Some of the Judaica available will be menorahs, Chanukkah 
tablecloths, Chanukkah serving ware, decorations, gift wrap, 
cookie cutters, books for children and more. 

For further information, contact Shirley Crystal at 845-331-
4646.

Mah Jongg
The new 2023 Mah Jongg cards may now be purchased. The 
cost for the regular card is $14.00. The large print card is 
$15.00. Orders and payment due by 
January 15, 2023. Contact Rosemary Lewis at 845-331-
0766 for further information.  

Kerhonkson Synagogue
Congregation Tiferet 

Yehuda V’Yisrael
26 Minnewaska Trail Kerhonkson, New York 12466 

845-626-7260
kerhonksonsynagogue.org

shorewit@verizon.net
Rabbi Sally Shore Wittenberg

President Laura Goldstein  
lgoldsteinnyc@gmail.com 

January 7 Shabbat 9:30am
January 27 Kabbalat Shabbat 6pm
February 11 Shabbat 9:30am
February 24 Kabbalat Shabbat 6pm
March 5 Purim celebration and Megillah reading (time TBD)
March 31 Kabbalat Shabbat 6pm

mailto:office@chabadulstercounty.org
mailto:office@chabadulstercounty.org
http://www.kerhonksonsynagogue.org
mailto:shorewit@verizon.net


22

OUR VOICE | Jewish Federation of Ulster County

Chabad of Woodstock
60 Witchtree Road

Woodstock, New York 12498
845-684-0418

www.jewishwoodstock.org
rabbi@jewishwoodstock.org

Rabbi Mendy Karczag 

Experience Shabbat - Every Shabbat Morning 
Join us on Saturdays for a weekly friendly easy-to-follow 
prayer service and inspiring Torah thoughts. 
Followed by a delicious Kiddush Lunch. Kabbalah & 
Coffee: 10:00 am
Services begin 10:30 am, Kiddush Lunch 12:00 pm 
@Chabad of Woodstock for more info contact rabbi@
JewishWoodstock.org  
845-684-0418

Jewish Insights - Monday Nights at 8:00 pm
Join us for a weekly Torah class as we delve into the weekly 
Torah portion.

Chanukah:
For all your Chanukah needs or if you know anyone 
who can use a Chanukah Package Please email Rabbi@
JewishWoodstock.org 

Monday February 6th Tu B'shvat Seder at 5:00 pm
An evening of inspiration, food and camaraderie 
enjoy exquisite cuisine highlighting the special fruits of 
Israel at Chabad of Ulster County

Wednesday March 6th Eve of Purim
Celebrate Purim!
Megillah Reading: 6:30 pm
Followed by a Festive Purim Party

Thursday March 7th 14th of Adar Purim
Megillah Reading at 1:00 pm
Mishloach Manot  Matanot L'evyonim Purim Party at 
Chabad of Ulster County!
Please email Rabbi@JewishWoodstock.org to arrange a 
private megillah reading for the homebound. 

Congregation Emanuel 
of the Hudson Valley

243 Albany Ave., Kingston, N.Y. 12401
Main office: 845-338-4271, ext. 101

info@cehv.org
www.CEHV.org 

Rabbi’s study: 845-338-4384, ext. 102
RabbiYael@cehv.org

Rabbi Yael Romer
Rabbinic Intern Jack Sherratt

Alexandra Schleuderer, cantorial soloist
President Jeffrey Greenberg

Religious School Director, Jonathan Billig

Covid-19 Protocol - our most current Covid guideline is 
posted on our website. We hope to see you in person or via 
our Livestream page on our website at https://cehv.org/
livestream/!

For more information on the following list of events or to 
learn more about Meditation, Parashat Shuvah, Kabbalah, 
or for Private Conversion Tutorials or Adult B’nai Mitzvah 
by arrangement, please email info@cehv.org or call our 
main office at 845-338-4271 x 101.  As events are subject to 
change, please contact us, or check our website - cehv.org for 
updates.

Kabbalat Shabbat Services:

•	 Friday Kabbalat Shabbat service begins at 6 pm.   
Usually held in our Sanctuary, sometimes in our Chapel, 
upcoming - 12/16, 12/23, 12/30/2022. 1/6/23, 
1/13/23, 1/20/23, 1/27/23, 2/3/23, 2/10/23, 
2/17/23, 2/24/23, 3/3/23, 3/10/23, 3/17/23, 
3/24/23, 3/31/23, 4/7/23(Yizkor & Shabbat Service).

•	 Childcare Activity for First Fridays: Two post B'nai 
Mitzah students chose as their B-Mitzvah community 
service commitment to provide a monthly (first Friday 
of each month for a year!) childcare activity for families 
with young children who attend Shabbat Services.  
Childcare Activity for First Fridays: January 6, 2023.  
February 3, 2023.  March 3, 2023.  April 7, 2023 and 
dates through June. 

http://www.jewishwoodstock.org
mailto:rabbi@jewishwoodstock.org
mailto:info@cehv.org
https://www.cehv.org
mailto:rabbiyael@cehv.org
https://www.cehv.org/livestream/
mailto:info@cehv.org
https://www.cehv.org
mailto:rabbi@jewishwoodstock.org
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•	 Saturday Morning Minyan: held weekly on Saturday 
mornings, service begins at 10 am, with communal 
prayer, meditation and Torah study.  Usually held in 
our Sanctuary, sometimes in our Chapel, upcoming, 
12/17, 12/24, 12/31/2022. 1/7/23, 1/14/23, 1/21/23, 
1/28/23. 2/4/23, 2/11/23, 2/18/23, 2/25/23. 3/4/23, 
3/11/23, 3/18/23, 3/25/23, 4/1/23, 4/8/23, 4/15/23, 
4/22/23, 

Tot Shabbat: held once a month, before services.  Tot 
Shabbat is a 30-minute program designed for newborn 
through early elementary-aged children together with 
their parents.   Upcoming dates - Saturdays at 9:00 AM on, 
January 21 2023, February 11 2023, March 11 2023, April 
15 2023, (Friday) and date through June. Saturday morning 
Tot Shabbats begin at 9am, followed by morning minyan 
at 10am.  Friday Tot Shabbats begin at 5:30pm followed by 
early service at 6pm. Email assistant@cehv.org, to be added 
to the reminder list.

Learning at CEHV:

Zimet Jewish Learning Adventure (a.k.a. Religious School)! 
Welcoming new and returning students and families in our 
warm and affirming programming for ages pre-K through 
8th Grade. Email rsd@cehv.org with questions.  Held on 
most Sundays, from 9:30am to 12:30pm, upcoming dates: 
December 11 at 9:30AM, December 18 at 2:30PM followed 
by Community Chanukah Candlelighting at 5PM.  2023: 
January 8, January 22, January 29, February 5, February 12, 
February 26, March 5, March 12, March 19, March 26, April 
2, April 16 and dates through May.  

•	 Meditation & Torah Study: (via Zoom) Meets 8:45 
a.m. on most Tuesdays, followed at 9:15 a.m. by Torah 
study. Led by Rabbi Yael Romer, join your fellow seekers 
to receive the day’s blessings, discuss the weekly portion, 
and explore Jewish traditions with a progressive, 
egalitarian approach.  12/13, 12/20(w/Rabbinic Intern 
Jack Sherratt), 12/27.  1/3/23, 1/10/23, 1/17/23, 
1/24/23, 1/31/23, 2/7/23, 2/14/23, 2/21/23, 
2/28/23, 3/7/23, 3/14/23, 3/21/23, 3/28/23, 4/4/23, 
4/11/23, 4/18/23 and dates through June.   

•	 Hebrew Trope (via Zoom) - Wednesdays at 12 p.m.  
New comers welcome, learn or improve Torah chanting 
skills!  December 14, 28. January 4, 11, 18, 25.  February 
1, 8, 15, 22.  March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29.  April 5, 12, 19, 26.

•	 Conversational Hebrew (Beginner and 
Intermediate) - Wednesdays at 4 p.m, (via Zoom).  
This dedicated and entertaining group meets weekly to 
learn and practice the fundamentals of conversational 
Hebrew, new comers are always welcome!  
Conversational modern Hebrew presented through the 
textbook curriculum created by professors of Hebrew 
at Brandeis University.  December 14, 28.  January 4, 
11, 18, 25. February 1, 8, 15, 22.  March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29.  
April 5, 12, 19, 26. 

•	 Coffee Chai with the Rabbi, (via Zoom) 1st and 2nd 
Thursdays of the month, from 8:45am to 9:15am. 
An informal dialogue to connect, share ideas, ask 
questions and start your day with Rabbi Yael.  Back 
by popular demand, with a new time and schedule.  If 
you have been coming, or never did, you are welcome!  
Upcoming dates:  12/8/22.  January 5 and 12, 2023. 
February 2 and 9.  March 2 and 9.  April 6 and 13 and 
dates in May. 

Beginner-Introduction to Judaism-Conversion Class with 
Rabbi Yael Romer.  A year long course, held on most 1st and 
2nd Thursdays of the month, from 7:30pm to 9pm.  Perfect 
for anyone looking to learn more about Judaism, or if you 
are on a conversion journey or you want to engage more 
with the fundamentals of Judaism. The class includes 
beginners Hebrew, liturgy, holidays, life cycle events, Jewish 
thoughts and more.  Please contact us at info@cehv.org to 
find out more.  Upcoming dates in 2023, January 5 and 12, 
February 2 and 9, March 2 and 9, April 13, and dates in May 
and June. 

Upcoming Special Events and Ongoing Programming:

•	 Community Kabbalat Shabbat Experience & Dinner. 
Shared Shabbat dinners, an opportunity to enjoy, 
eat together, build connection and community, and 
celebrate the Sabbath entirely around the dinner table.  
Starting at 6PM, these  communal Shabbat meals will 
be held in our Social Hall on February 17, May 5, and in 
July. Experience Shabbat with a pot luck dinner, Shabbat 
prayers & joyous singing around the table, a lively table 
Torah discussion, and ample opportunity to socialize, 
connect, share and celebrate the Sabbath in an informal 
traditional non-traditional setting.  Individuals, couples, 
and families are asked to bring a vegetarian dinner (no 
meat please) enough for your family and some to share 
with anyone sitting close to you.  Join us at the table! 

mailto:assistant@cehv.org
mailto:rsd@cehv.org
mailto:info@cehv.org
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•	 Mah Jongg has returned to CEHV! Our Mah Jongg 
regulars meet each Monday morning at 10:15AM in the 
social hall. Players of all levels are welcome to join. Play 
and learn with this fun group. For more information 
contact the main office.  Upcoming dates:, 12/19, 
12/26. 2023: January 2, January 9, January 16, January 
23, January 30, February 6, February 13, February 20, 
February 27, March 6, March 13, March 20, March 27, 
April 3, April 10, April 17, April 24, and date in May 
and June.  

•	 Monthly Brotherhood Meetings – held on the 
2nd Tuesday of the month at 7pm, new members 
welcome.  Brotherhood hosts annual and special 
events, and organize CEHV events throughout the 
year, (such as Sukkah building, and Outdoor Menorah 
Construction) new members are welcome and 
encouraged to join.  Upcoming meetings starting at 
7pm on: January 10, February 14, March 14, April 11 
and later dates. 

•	 Monthly Sisterhood Meetings – Monthly Sisterhood 
Meetings Sisterhood hosts monthly activities (such 
as Book Club & Movie Night) and special events 
throughout the year, new members are welcome and 
encouraged to join. Upcoming events: February 19, 
2023 Soup, Socialization and Social Action event, time 
TBA. Wine Tasting event on Wednesday, 4/19/23, 
time TBA.

•	 Community Bagel Brunch, Sunday February 5, 2023 
at 10:30 AM.  Join the CEHV community for a bagel 
brunch hosted by CEHV Brotherhood & Sisterhood 
with bagels from Russ & Daughters.

•	 Tu B’Shevat Seder, Sunday February 5 from 11am 
to 12:30pm at CEHV.  Tu B'Shevat, the wonderful, 
mystical holiday for trees!

•	 Purim Megillah, Shpiel, Costume Parade & Film 
Festival!  Monday, March 6, starting at 6pm.

•	 Women’s Seder, Sunday March 26, at 5pm.  Our 
popular annual women’s seder is back, and welcomes 
you to gather round the seder table.

•	 2nd Night Seder is scheduled for Thursday, April 6, 
2023 to begin at 4:45pm.

Israel Trip - 2023.   Join CEHV and Rabbi Yael Romer for 
a congregational trip to Israel, June 29, 2023.  All are 
welcome! The initial draft itinerary has been posted. 
B’ Mitzvah option available!  If you have interest and 
would like to be updated, please fill out our brief form. 
For more info, please contact Alexa Markiewicz at 
alexahmarkiewicz@gmail.com or email info@cehv.org. 

Kol Hai
Kohenet Renee Finklestein

renee@kolhai.org  

Hanukkah and Solstice Retreat
Registration is Open!

With Rabbi Jill Hammer and Shoshana Jedwab 
Saturday, Dec 24th, 1-7pm
 
Onsite or Online

Luminaries Rabbi Jill Hammer and Shoshana Jedwab 
will join Kohenet Renee Finkelstein for a Shabbat retreat 
inspired by the season's themes of Hanukkah and Winter 
Solstice.

This will be a day of rest, rejuvenation, inspiration, connection 
to the wisdom of the earth, and to our traditions.

We'll spend a day in heart-centered song, connecting 
through text study, and engaging in chant, dance, guided 
meditations, potent rituals and nourishing stillness. We'll 
venture into nature (wherever we are) and open ourselves 
to the powerful confluence of energy as fall meets winter.
 
We hope to see you soon.
With love,
Kol Hai "All Life" 
http://www.kolhai.org/

mailto:alexamarkiewicz@gmail.com
mailto:info@cehv.org
mailto:renee@kolhai.org
http://www.kolhai.org
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These potato pancake sliders taste beyond delicious!
Make your favorite latkes and 

turn them into latke sandwiches

SCALLION & CORNED BEEF POTATO 
PANCAKE SLIDERS 

Ingredients

CORNED BEEF HASH

•	 1 medium red onion, thinly sliced
•	 3 scallions, thinly sliced
•	 2 garlic cloves, minced
•	 8 ounces thinly sliced corned beef, roughly chopped
•	 extra virgin olive oil

SPICY KETCHUP

•	 ½ cup ketchup
•	 2 tablespoons hot sauce
•	 pinch freshly ground black pepper

SLIDERS

•	 16 latkes (make your favorite recipe) 
•	 Corned Beef Hash
•	 Spicy Ketchup
•	 Topping: scallions (optional)

• PREPARATION:

Corned Beef Hash:

1. In a large sauté pan, sauté onion over medi-
um-high heat 5 to 10 minutes, or until dark brown 
and caramelized. Add scallions and garlic; continue 
to sauté for 1 minute more, until softened.

2. Add corned beef and stir to combine.

3. Divide hash between 8 latkes, top with spicy 
ketchup and another latke.

Spicy Ketchup:

1. In a small bowl, combine ketchup, hot sauce, and 
pepper. Mix together and dollop on the latke.

Israeli Recipes For Chanukah 
 

Submitted by Amy Barash 

FRIED EGG & CHEESE POTATO 
PANCAKE SLIDERS 

Ingredients 
1 tablespoon extra virgin olive oil
8 eggs
8 slices cheese, like cheddar, Swiss or mozzarella
16 latkes
garnish: hot sauce 

PREPRATION:    

1. Preheat oven to 400°F. Grease a round cookie cutter with 
evoo.

2. If using leftover or cooled latkes, warm them in 400°F 
oven.

3. Add evoo to a large saute pan and place over medium high 
heat.

4. Place a cookie cutter in the pan. Gently pour egg into 
the center of the cookie cutter. Once the egg white is set, 
remove the cookie cutter and repeat. Top each egg with salt, 
pepper, and a slice of cheese. 

5. Cook until the cheese has melted but the yolks have not 
set. Remove from pan and sandwich between 2 latkes. Serve 
immediately.
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What happened: Two tweets from 

a Johns Hopkins University teaching 

assistant and graduate student, Rasha 

Anayah, read: “Ethical dilemma: if you have 

to grade a Zionist students exam, do you 

still give them all their points even though 

they support your ethnic cleansing? like 

idk” And: “Didn’t get pinned with an israeli 

or some bitch white boy to have to share 

my knowledge with. We had an undergrad 

in lab who had been on birthright and 

had one of the street signs to tel aviv on 

her laptop. it stabbed me every time she 

opened it. if i had been paired to one of 

them or one of these conceited white boys 

i would have lost it.”

Why this is antisemitic: 

In both tweets, the teaching assistant: 

 → Holds Jews collectively, and her student 

specifically, responsible for policies and 

actions of the State of Israel

 → Accuses the Israeli government of ethnic 

cleansing, a policy of the Nazi regime

 → Uses negative language to describe 

Jewish students.

What happened: A fraternity house 

at George Washington University was 

vandalized after Shabbat (a weekly religious 

observance in the Jewish faith), including 

the destruction of a Torah Scroll and other 

religious sacred objects, all while the Bible 

in the house remained unharmed.

Why this is antisemitic: Only the 

predominantly Jewish fraternity was 

vandalized and only Jewish religious texts 

were violated. It is antisemitic to vandalize 

Jewish religious texts just as it is a form of 

hatred to violate other religious symbols 

and documents.

MODERN DAY EXAMPLES OF ANTISEMITISM

Johns Hopkins TA Posts 

Antisemitic Tweets

CASE STUDY

Torah Scroll Desecrated at a 

Vandalized GWU Frat House

CASE STUDY

Only the Jewish 

fraternity was 

vandalized.

shinealighton.com

on antisemitism

Antisemitism fosters 
bigotry and sows 
fear through hate 
speech, violence, 
stereotypes, or 
retaliation against 
Jews for the actions 
of the Israeli 
government. 

MODERN DAY 
EXAMPLES OF 
ANTISEMITISM

ANTISEMITISM PRIMERS

shinealighton.com

What happened: A group of six men 

approached a 21-year-old Hasidic man 

dressed in traditional Jewish clothing, 

in the Williamsburg neighborhood of 

Brooklyn. Without any prior interaction, 

they started attacking him, punching him, 

and kicking him.

Why this is antisemitic: This attack 

occurred without provocation and was 

based only on the man‘s appearance. 

This attack was part of a 300% rise in 

antisemitic crimes in New York that started 

after the Israel-Gaza conflict in 2021.
What happened: Fliers with hateful 

messages about Jews were anonymously 

distributed in weighted plastic bags 

thrown onto front lawns throughout the 

town of Brigantine, NJ. 

Why this is antisemitic: Spreading 

hate speech about Jews is antisemitic. It 

perpetuates existing antisemitic beliefs, 

fosters bigotry in people who may not 

have already held such beliefs, and 

creates a climate where Jews feel unsafe 

in their communities. 

MODERN DAY EXAMPLES OF ANTISEMITISM

Hasidic Man Assaulted by  

6 People in Brooklyn, NY

CASE STUDY

Antisemitic Fliers 

Distributed in Brigantine, NJ

CASE STUDY

The attack was part 

of a 300% rise in 

antisemitic crimes 

in New York.

Spreading hate 

speech about Jews 

is antisemitic.

shinealighton.com

What happened: At least 30 Jewish 

students with mezuzahs (Jewish religious 

talismans) on their doorways at Emory 

University in Georgia found letters of 

eviction on their front doors. These fliers 

were placed by a Palestinian activist group 

called Students for Justice in Palestine. 

The so called ‘eviction notices’ warned the 

students to leave the premises and ended 

with the statement, “This is intended 

to draw attention to the reality that 

Palestinians confront on a regular basis.”

Why this is antisemitic: The Palestinian 

student group left these notices at the 

doors of only Jewish students in America 

in retaliation for the actions of the Israeli 

government. 

MODERN DAY EXAMPLES OF ANTISEMITISM

Swastikas and Messages 

Praising Hitler Found at 2 

High Schools in GeorgiaCASE STUDY

Palestinian Activists at Emory  

University Placed Eviction Notices 

on the Doors of Jewish StudentsCASE STUDY

What happened: A swastika and “Heil 

Hitler” were scratched into a bathroom stall 

door at a high school in Georgia. The week 

before, someone scrawled similar epithets 

into a bathroom door at a different high 

school in the same district. These high 

schools are only four miles apart.  

Why this is antisemitic: Using Nazi 

symbols and language perpetuates the  

deadly ideology that created the Holocaust 

and sends the message that Jewish 

members of the community are not safe.

A swastika and “Heil 

Hitler” were scratched 

into a bathroom door 

at a high school.

shinealighton.com

What happened: An 18-year-old boy 

was walking home from school when 

he was approached by another teenage 

boy. The assailant saw the victim wearing 

traditional Jewish clothing, approached 

him and demanded that he say, “Free 

Palestine.” He punched him in the face 

when the boy refused.

Why this is antisemitic: The assailant 

retaliated with violence against a Jewish 

person in Brooklyn for the policies of the 

Israeli government. The victim’s physical 

safety was compromised simply because 

he was visibly Jewish.

MODERN DAY EXAMPLES OF ANTISEMITISM

21-Year-Old Woman Spat on 8-Year-

Old Boy Outside of Synagogue

CASE STUDY

Jewish Teen Punched for Not 

Saying ‘Free Palestine’

CASE STUDY

What happened: A 21-year-old woman 

was walking by a synagogue where 

there were three children (ages 2, 7, and 

8) playing outside. The woman directed 

hateful comments to them, including, 

“Hitler should have killed them all.” When 

she started to walk away, in defense, the 

8-year-old boy replied. After he did this, 

she turned back around, walked back to 

the children, and spat on him saying she 

would, “make sure we’ll get you all.”  

Why this is antisemitic: The woman 

stated her support for the killing of Jews and 

for Hitler himself. She directed hate speech 

and threatened violence toward children 

only because they are Jewish.

She directed hate 

speech and threatened 

violence toward 

children because they 

were Jewish.

He retaliated with 

violence against a 

Jewish person in 

Brooklyn for the 

policies of the Israeli 

government.
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What happened: At least 30 Jewish 
students with mezuzahs (Jewish religious 
talismans) on their doorways at Emory 
University in Georgia found letters of 
eviction on their front doors. These fliers 
were placed by a Palestinian activist group 
called Students for Justice in Palestine. 
The so called ‘eviction notices’ warned the 
students to leave the premises and ended 
with the statement, “This is intended 
to draw attention to the reality that 
Palestinians confront on a regular basis.”

Why this is antisemitic: The Palestinian 
student group left these notices at the 
doors of only Jewish students in America 
in retaliation for the actions of the Israeli 
government. 

MODERN DAY EXAMPLES OF ANTISEMITISM

Swastikas and Messages 
Praising Hitler Found at 2 
High Schools in Georgia

CASE STUDY

Palestinian Activists at Emory  
University Placed Eviction Notices 
on the Doors of Jewish Students

CASE STUDY

What happened: A swastika and “Heil 
Hitler” were scratched into a bathroom stall 
door at a high school in Georgia. The week 
before, someone scrawled similar epithets 
into a bathroom door at a different high 
school in the same district. These high 
schools are only four miles apart.  

Why this is antisemitic: Using Nazi 
symbols and language perpetuates the  
deadly ideology that created the Holocaust 
and sends the message that Jewish 
members of the community are not safe.

A swastika and “Heil 
Hitler” were scratched 
into a bathroom door 
at a high school.

shinealighton.com
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Fall for Art Show 
 & Sale Proudly Announces  

$30,000 Plus  Profit!
FANTASTIC, AWESOME, AMAZING!!!

There are just not enough superlatives to express how grateful the Fall for Art Committee  
Sara Beames, Barbara Cohen, Sloane Grubard, Louise Lefkovits, Darlene Levit and Sue Worthman  

are for the support you have shown Fall for Art. 
 The highest profit of over $30,000 was achieved this year!  

Having the show online enabled more folks to shop from a larger geographic area.  

To our magnificent Artists, thank   you for sharing your amazing work with us.
To our Sponsors & Art Patrons, this show would not have been possible without you. 

And to our Community for supporting us with your purchases and donations.  

 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!
 

FfA is proud to practice Tikkun Olam, a Jewish phrase meaning  
to repair the world through acts of kindness.    

Fall for Art proceeds support Federation causes,  
the participating artists and health & human service organizations such as:  

Circle of Friends for the Dying, Food Bank of the Hudson Valley,  
Hudson Valley LGBTQ, Oncology Support Program and People’s Place.  

 
Thank you to webmaster Mike Rice, owner of Net Prophet,  

graphic artist Supattra Samanyapon for creating the virtual platform  
and the staff of the Jewish Federation David Drimer, Executive Director,  

Emma Hines, Marketing and Development Manager,  
Grace Schaeffer, Bookkeeper and Rondavid Gold, President.
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A Tribute to Founding Member Judith Weiner Polinsky 

Judy’s Jewels at Fall for Art 
                  
Twenty-six years ago, Judy Weiner Polinsky  wanted to in-
crease the profile of the Jewish Federation of Ulster County. 
She conceived the idea of an art event to bring together Hud-
son Valley artists in one space to show and sell their artwork 
instead of each artist having solo shows in many different 
galleries. Judy solicited the opinion of celebrated local artist 
Katharine McKenna, then president and founder of the Arts 
Society of Kingston.  Katharine liked this idea and offered to 
participate in the first show and to invite other artists to join. 
So began the journey of Fall for Art.

Judy co-chaired Fall for Art for many years. Her leadership, guidance and business  acumen contributed to its success as a pre-
mier art event in the Hudson Valley. 

Judy was a participating artist showing and selling her one-of-a-kind beautiful handmade jewelry using vintage pieces in her 
designs as well as a wide array of handmade focal beads.   

As Fall for Art celebrated twenty-six years, we say thank you Judy P for your brilliant idea, inspiration and friendship.  
Judy’s family has suggested that donations in her memory be made to Fall for Art c/o Jewish Federation of Ulster County, 390 
Aaron Court Kingston, New York  12401.  Fallforart.org 

Fall for Art Remembers Susan Basch 
Susan Basch displaying her 

exquisite jewelry at Fall for Art 
Susan Raymond Basch was an integral part of Fall for Art since 
its inception twenty-six years ago.  She was a dedicated com-
mittee member, generous donor and artist extraordinaire.  

Susan was a mixed media artist working in fibers, metals, 
gemstones, and beads. Kumihimo, the Japanese method of 
cord making, along with traditional jewelry making were the 
techniques she used to create one-of-a-kind necklaces. In 
addition, she created works of art in felt, which earned her 
many awards. Susan utilized natural dyes early in her career, growing, harvesting, and gathering from nature and her garden. 
Her necklaces were a favorite among Fall for Art attendees and devoted customers around the country.  

Susan was an elegant lady and a beautiful soul. When we think of her, we recall that she turned her hand to beauty and creat-
ed beauty in her world for all to share. Fall for Art will be forever grateful for Susan’s devotion to art.

May her memory be a blessing! 

https://www.fallforart.org
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Chabad of New Paltz 
 nplotkin@jewpaltz.com  

Sunday, December 18 at 5pm 
Outdoor Chanukkah Celebration for the entire community 
in front of Village Hall 
(in front of the old Fire House). Music, Menorah Lighting, 
Chanukah Treats, fun for the whole family.

Chabad of Ulster County 
 abitkin@gmail.com 

4th Night of Chanukah 
Wednesday December 21st - Kislev 27 
Outdoor Public Menorah Lighting at 6:00pm 
Adams Fairacre Farm 1560 Ulster Avenue, Lake Katrine  
Chanukah Music & Songs, Chocolate Gelt, Latkes & Do-
nuts, Prizes for all kids.
 
4th Day of Chanukah Thursday, 
December 22nd - Kislev 28
10:30am Golden Hill Nursing & Rehabilitation Center 
99 Golden Hill Drive,  Kingston   
 
4th Day of Chanukah Thursday, 
December 22nd - Kislev 28 
1 pm Mountain Valley Manor 
397 Wilbur Avenue, Kingston  
 
Join us as we bring the joy of Chanukah to the residents at 
Golden Hill and Mountain Valley Manor. We will sing some 
songs, tell the Chanukah story, enjoy Chanukah treats, give 
out Chanukah gifts and bring some Holiday cheer.
 
5th Day of Chanukah, Friday, 
December 23rd @ 12:30 pm
Outdoor Public Menorah Lighting in Uptown Kingston 
On the corner of Wall Street & N. Front Street. Join us for 
the lighting of the Menorah, singing Chanukah songs, apple 
cider, latkes, & music.  

7th Night of Chanukah, Chanukah Celebration
Saturday, December 24th @ 6:30 pm
@ Chabad of Ulster County, 254 Lucas Ave, Kingston 
Bring your own Menorah to light! Dairy Buffet served!
Live Music! Fun for the whole Family!

MANY COMMUNITY HANUKKAH EVENTS 
FOR EVERYONE TO ENJOY!    

Building 
Community 

for over 
40 years

mailto:nplotkin@jewpaltz.com
mailto:abitkin@gmail.com
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Chabad of Woodstock
Rabbi Mendy Karczag

rabbi@jewishwoodstock.org   
                  
Sunday December 18th - 24 
Kislev 1st Night of Chanukah:
Grand Menorah Lighting at the Village Green 3:30 pm
MENORAH LIGHTING! HOT SIZZLING LATKES! 
DELICIOUS DONUTS! 
HOT APPLE CIDER! CHOCOLATE COINS! MUSIC! 
GIFTS FOR EVERY CHILD!

Sunday December 25th - 1 Tevet 8th Night of Chanu-
kah:
Grand Menorah Lighting at the Village Green 3:30 pm
MENORAH LIGHTING! HOT SIZZLING LATKES! 
DELICIOUS DONUTS! 
HOT APPLE CIDER! CHOCOLATE COINS! MUSIC! 
GIFTS FOR EVERY CHILD!
             

Congregation Emanuel 
of the Hudson Valley 
243 Albany Avenue Kingston, New York 12401 

845-338-4271 x 101 info@cehv.org 
Rabbi Yael Romer RabbiYael@cehv.org 

Sunday, December 18 at 4 pm. Chanukah Community 
Candle Lighting.  Celebrate FIRST Night of Chanukah 
with your congregation!  Gathering inside our social hall 
at 4PM for sufganiyot (donuts!) & singing as we hold our 
annual Community Candlelighting (bring your family Me-
norah and candles!).  Starting at 4pm - Latke-OFF!!! $100 
prize for the best Latke!  Stations will be set up for contes-
tants to share their best offerings. 2nd Place is $60, 3rd Place 
is $20.  Calling all storytellers, we need you, contact Rabbi 
Yael to have a part in the... Storytelling following at 4:30PM, 
with lively costumed performers bringing folktales to life 
on our stage!  The celebration concludes at 5PM, when we 
invite the entire community to join us on the CEHV front 
lawn, as we bring light to Kingston and our Hudson Valley 
community as we light our outdoors Hanukkiah.  

           

                                  

Kerhonkson Synagogue 
Congregation Tiferet 

Yehuda V’Yisrael
26 Minnewaska Trail Kerhonkson, New York 12466 

Rabbi Sally Shore Wittenberg     
 lgoldsteinnyc@gmail.com                                                                                                      

                                                
 Sunday, December 18 @ 6 pm Chanukkah candle-light-
ing, latke and dessert buffet

Kol Hai    
Kohenet Renee Finklestein 

hello@kolhai.org

Sunday, December 18th, 4pm  
Redeemer Church Community Hall New Paltz  
Candle-lighting, songs, and teachings will be available on-
line.

Join us for the first night of Hanukkah at Kol Hai’s Annu-
al Hanukkah Dance Party!  We’ll celebrate the warmth of 
gathering and share the miracles in our lives.  We’ll nourish 
our minds with teachings, and our bellies with a family 
made dinner.  We’ll celebrate with festive music and Livia 
Vanaver’s beloved circle dances!

Come early for schmoozing around the latke-table and to 
help make dinner.  Stay into the evening as we warm up our 
community on the dance floor!

•	 4pm - Latke-making and dinner prep party 

•	 5:30 - Candle-lighting, teachings and songs

•	 6:30 - Dinner

•	 7:30 - Israeli dance and DJ  

Silent Auction
Do you have an item, artwork, or service that you would 
like to donate to our Silent Auction? Reach out to Stepha-
nie, steph@bifolco.com to make a tax-deductible offering.

mailto:rabbi@jewishwoodstock.org
mailto:lgoldsteinnyc@gmail.com
mailto:hello@kolhai.org
mailto:info@cehv.org
mailto:rabbiyael@cehv.org
mailto:steph@bifalco.com
mailto:steph@bifolco.com
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http://www.wjcshul.org
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How Many Ways Can You  
Celebrate Hanukkah This Year? 

What are ways your family usually celebrates Hanukkah? Maybe your family eats sufganiyot (jelly do-
nuts) or chocolate gelt? When I was a child, my mother had an annual Hanukkah party. We ate latkes 
and applesauce, sang Hanukkah songs, played the dreidel game, gave and received gifts and of course, 
the highlight was when we lit the menorah night after night, and said the blessings over the candles.  

New Hanukkah Ideas From PJ Library 
If you're looking for new ideas to make your Hanukkah celebration even more special for your family, 
go no further than the Hanukkah page on the PJ Library website (https://pjlibrary.org/hanukkah).  

 
 

You’ll find many creative and fun resources  
and activities to add to your family  

Hanukkah celebration this year.  
 

For instance, there are recipes including one for: 

Donut Sticks 

Loads of Hanukkah videos including: 

Clifford's Puppy Days: The Big, 
Big Present/Hanukkah 
PlunderBlunder

https://pjlibrary.org/hanukkah
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A Hanukkah Booklist… 
The Ultimate List of Children’s Books About Hanukkah 

Plus: 
Podcasts, crafts, songs, blessing instructions and so much more on the 

PJ Library Hanukkah Page. (https://pjlibrary.org/hanukkah) 

Tween Podcast Inspires Courage 
 
If you are a tween, you can check out this podcast called Beyond The Bookcase. This episode, Jack Be Nimble: A Hanukkah 
Story, highlights the Jewish value of Ometz Lev. A Hebrew phrase that means “courage of the heart”. What does this have 
to do with Hanukkah, you might ask? Well, you may remember that in the story of Hanukkah, there is a mean man named 
King Antiochus. He and his army seek to destroy the Jewish people’s Temple, the only Temple where the Jewish peo-
ple come to pray. Now, among the Jewish people, there is a very courageous man named Judah Maccabee who, along with 
some other Jewish followers, stand up to the mean King and defend the rights of the Jewish people to practice Judaism. 

One character in the podcast points out, “Courage comes from the heart and gives you the power to do all sorts of things you 
might be scared to do. Courage doesn’t mean you're not afraid, it means doing something even though you are afraid”.  
 
It took alot of ometz lev for Judah Maccabee to stand up for the rights of his people. All That courage came from his heart. 
There are some who say, ometz lev is a trait passed on to every Jewish person. There are many examples of ometz lev through-
out our history and it is embedded in who we are as a people.  

This Hanukkah, may you and your family, as our ancient heroes remind us, find moments of ometz lev. Moments when you 
take a stand for what your heart is telling you you must do. What a great way to celebrate Hanukkah. Happy Hanukkah Every-
one from PJ Library! 

*Remember to follow PJ Library Ulster  
on Facebook and Instagram 

If you would like to join PJ Library  
please visit pjlibrary.org/ulster and sign up!  

Questions: Contact Nancy Judson at pjlibrary@ucjf.org

https://pjlibrary.org/hanukkah
https://pjlibrary.org/ulster
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Enjoy the photos of some 

of the artwork purchased. 

At the time of this printing some of the purchasers  
did not have their beautiful artwork to share. 
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Donate now at 
www.ucjf.org

The strength of a people
The power of community 

Please support our advertisers. 
Their support helps defray the cost of the newsletters.

Become an advertiser… 
reasonable rates:

Contact     development@ucjf.org     845-338-8131 

https://www.ucjf.org
mailto:development@ucjf.org



