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CHANUKAH

Kislev / Tevet 5782

This Chanukah we come together to celebrate our own everyday miracles. In the wake of a
tumultuous year, we have an opportunity to do things we love and have missed – meals with
friends, volunteering in our communities, hugging grandparents – to feel grateful for all the
little things that now feel big. And with the help of the Federation, you will also be able to
make miracles in the lives of those in need. The holidays are the perfect time to get involved
and makes a small but mighty change in our community.
Donate now at

www.ucjf.org

The strength of a people
The power of community
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Kolenu OUR VOICE
Kolenu is filled with facts and information about
Israel, the community, and world Jewry.

Please support our advertisers.
Their support helps defray
the cost of the newsletters.
Become an advertiser… reasonable rates:
Contact info@ucjf.org 845-338-8131

Executive Director
David Drimer director@ucjf.org

Bookkeeper
Grace Sheaffer
bookkeeper@ucjf.org
Newsletter Staff
Amy Barash, Barbara Cohen, Janice Kaplan
Reminder: The deadline for submitting information to
the Passover newsletter is Thursday, March 17, 2022
Office Hours: Due to COVID, please call for an
appointment 845-338-8131
(845) 338-8131
www.ucjf.org
info@ucjf.org

MISSION STATEMENT
We are a community-building organization that
enriches Jewish life locally, nationally, in Israel, and
around the world by helping those in need and
fostering Jewish values for the greater good.

Serving our community
and sustaining the environment
Would you prefer to receive future issues of the Kolenu
newsletter online instead of receiving your hard copy
in the mail? If yes, please send an email to us at info@
ucjf.org. Please include your full name, and note your
preferred email address. You'll help us save a stamp and
a tree, but you'll still receive our publications
right in your email inbox. Thank you!

Like us on facebook! Jewish Federation of Ulster County

Happy Hanukkah!
May this season be filled
with peace, love and
happiness.
Kolenu Editors
Amy, Barbara, Janice
2

As part of an ongoing benefit to our members,
UCJF provides offers from a variety of vendors
who have represented that they wish to offer
or supply various good and services. As an
important reminder, UCJF is not a partner or
joint venturer with any vendor, nor a guarantor
of any vendor’s pricing, performance, or
kashrut, for any goods and services purchase.
It is important that each member or purchaser
conduct their own due diligence, and decide
for themselves whether dealing with the
vendor is in their best interests.
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Officers and Board 2021 - 2022
President
Rondavid Gold
Vice President
Lally Mozes-Steckman
Treasurer
Jeff Farber
Recording Secretary
Lisa King-Smith
Board
Shula Aizer
Barbara Blas
Nathan Borsky
Arlene Cohen
Barbara Cohen
Joseph Cohen
Rita Eckstein
Lois Goland
Bernie King-Smith
Laurie Mozian
Skit Rabbino
Charlotte Tusch Scherer
Rabbi Ellen K. Triebwasser

Ulster County
Spiritual Leaders
Chabad of New Paltz
Rabbi Moshe Plotkin
Chabad of Woodstock
Rabbi Mendy Karczag
Congregation Agudas Achim / Chabad of Ulster
County
Rabbi Yitzchok Hecht & Rabbi AB Itkin
Congregation Emanuel of the Hudson Valley
Rabbi Yael Romer, DD
Ezrath Israel /Chabad of Ellenville
Rabbi Yankel Raskin
Jewish Congregation of New Paltz Kehillat
Ahavath Achim
Rabbi William Strongin
Kerhonkson Synagogue
Congregation Tiferet Yehuda V’ Yisrael
Reb. Sally Shore Wittenberg
Kol Hai
Rabbi Shir Yaakov Feit

SCHWARTZ’S INN
Proprietors:
Barbara & Joe Cohen
70 North Front Street
Kingston, New York 12401
(845) 389-9918
www.schwartzsinn.com

Woodstock Jewish Congregation
Kehillat Lev Shalem
Rabbi Jonathan Kligler
Cantor Robert Cohen, Cantor Emeritus
Congregation Emanuel of the Hudson Valley
Alexandra Schleuderer,
Visiting Cantorial Soloist Congregation Emanuel
of the Hudson Valley
Rabbinic Intern Jack Sherratt, Congregation
Emanuel of the Hudson Valley
Rabbi Ellen K. Triebwasser

“May the Schwartz
be with you!”
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Texas and “Opposing Perspectives”
on the Holocaust
by David Drimer, Executive Director Ulster County Jewish Federation
director@ucjf.org

A Texas school administrator cautioned teachers that if
they have books in their classrooms about the Holocaust, they
should also have books delivering "opposing" perspectives.
That news story went viral about as fast as any I’ve seen.
It’s a pretty shocking assertion.
There’s no question what she said; it was recorded by a
staffer in attendance. "Just try to remember the concepts of
[House Bill] 3979," the Administrator said, in reference to a
Texas law requiring educators to present differing points-ofview for "widely debated and currently controversial" issues.
"How do you oppose the Holocaust?," a teacher
replied. "Believe me, that's come up," was the response.
Note this explicitly confirms it was already a topic of wider
discussion, plus it suggests the reason the meeting was being
surreptitiously taped.
Texas politicos immediately went running for cover and
proclaimed it wasn’t a realistic interpretation of the statute. No
“opposing perspective” on the Holocaust was contemplated.
The district superintendent issued a statement: “The
comments were in no way to convey that the Holocaust was
anything less than a terrible event in history… We recognize
there are not two sides of the Holocaust.”
Republican Texas state senator Kelly Hancock
immediately jumped on board: “School administrators
should know the difference between factual historical events
and fiction; no legislation is suggesting the action this
administrator is promoting.”
Since both those responses beg the question of exactly
what “widely-debated, controversial issues” the law is
referring to, I remain confused.
The law’s staunchest opponents saw it as a prime example
of how restrictive legislation can have an unintended,
deleterious impact. “We’re seeing books banned, educators
reprimanded for teaching authentic history, and kids deprived
of their right to learn about the world they’re growing up in,”
according to Texas Democratic Party official Hannah Roe
Beck.
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“Texas Republicans are censoring education to pander to
rightwing extremists—and putting Texas families and kids in
danger while they do,” she added.
The obvious partisan divide aside, what was really going on
here? Liz Granderson, a columnist for the Los Angeles Times
(Looking for opposing perspectives on the Holocaust? Try
Texas, October 16) points out, the Law instructs teachers “to
explore such issues from diverse and contending perspectives
without giving deference to any one perspective.”
“It’s quite possible Texas Republicans didn’t consider how
it could apply to other issues. In other words, maybe getting
Neo-Nazi propaganda in the school library to balance out the
Holocaust wasn’t part of the plan,” she suggests.
And yet, I remain concerned about the Texas school
administrator’s knee jerk response to the law, if that’s what it
was. Did her concern for keeping her job so overshadow her
judgment as to obscure the absurdity of her interpretation?
Or, did she actually believe Holocaust Denial merited equal
time?
I wonder why her first call wasn’t to her state senator’s
office, for clarification, or even the ACLU. I am suspicious
that a senior education official, in Texas or anywhere else,
could make the reasonable assumption it was the intent of
the statute. Perhaps, she was following a more senior official’s
policy directive and she is throwing herself under the bus for
his/her sake. We will likely never know.
If the concept of banning books bothers you, it’s to
be expected. It’s not even remotely consistent with our
American ethos and it’s truly alarming to a post-Holocaust
Jewish community.
I’m appalled this is the intellectual climate in which we
currently find ourselves. And, it requires our continued
vigilance.
Shalom.
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THE REHER MOVES FORWARD!
By Rondavid Gold, President
rondavidgold@gmail.com

Eighteen years ago, a 19th Century building on the Kingston Rondout that had housed an
immigrant Jewish family bakery and living quarters from 1908 until 1980, was willed to the Jewish
Federation of Ulster County. Upon gazing through the dusty window at the old bakery’s remnants,
Federation board member and historian Geoff Miller proclaimed, “This is living history.”
Since that moment, 18 years ago, through the Herculean efforts and generous donations of
time, sweat, talent and dollars by an army of volunteers, the old Reher family bakery building
has been physically stabilized and transformed into the Reher Center for Immigrant Culture and
History.
Today, under the inspirational leadership of Executive Director Dr. Sarah Litvin, the Reher
Center for Immigrant Culture & History Museum provides public and private tours, educational
projects, a focal point for the study and understanding of the immigrant experience, past and
present and a magnet for bringing people of all cultures together.
Since its inception, The Reher Center project has been a major fiscal and loving undertaking for the Jewish Federation.
We feel that it’s one of the most important things we’ve ever done, that it represents our core values and that it will serve as
a permanent legacy to the community. The goal has always been for the Reher to “someday” become an independent selfsustaining 501c3 non-profit entity. Before that could happen, however, a daunting list of legal, construction, financial and
political issues had to be addressed.
And now, “someday” has arrived! The Reher Center for Immigrant Culture and History has been awarded its own 501c3.
It can now fly on its own!
The Federation is so proud of our amazing offspring. We look forward to watching you grow and prosper as you fulfill the
promise of providing “living history” to present and future generations.

Harris L. Safier
Associate Real Estate Broker

16 Hurley Avenue, Kingston, NY 12401
m: 914.388.3351 | o: 845.340.1920
hsafier@bhhshudsonvalley.com

harris.greathudsonvalleyhomes.com
MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE

A member of the franchise system of BHHS Affiliates, LLC.
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Lighting the Menorah
Chanukah begins on Sunday evening November 28
and ends Monday December 6.
The Chanukah candles should be lit at sunset or afterwards.
Using an extra candle called the Shamash, light one candle
on the first night (starting at the extreme right side of the
chanukiah) and add a candle each night. By the eighth night,
all eight candles are lit.

Baruch Atah Ado-nai Elo-heinu Melech Ha-olam
She-Asah Nisim La-avoteinu Bayamim
Ha-heim Ba-zman Hazeh
Blessed are You, Lord our God
King of the universe
who performed wondrous deeds for our ancestors
in those days, at this season.

Each night, before lighting the candles, the first two
blessings below are recited. On the first night, the third
blessing is added.
Baruch Atah Ado-nai Elo-heinu Melech Ha-olam
She-heche-yanu V’kiye-manu
Vehigi-yanu La-z’man Ha-zeh.

Baruch Atah Ado-nai Elo-heinu Melech Ha-olam
Asher Kid’shanu B’mitzvotav
V’tzivanu L’hadlik Ner Shel Chanukah
Blessed are You, Lord our God
King of the Universe
who sanctified us with his commandments
and commanded us to kindle the Chanukah light.

GENESIS GALLERY

ART, JEWELRY, JUDAICA & TALLITOT
DIRECTLY FROM ISRAEL AT INCREDIBLY LOW PRICES

Harmati Lane & Route 212 , Shady, New York
Tel: 845-679-4542
www.genesis-gallery.com
E-mail: art@genesis-gallery.com
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Blessed are You, Lord our God
King of the universe
who has kept us in life, sustained us
and enabled us to reach this season.
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From the Reher Center:
Kingston’s own
Hanukkah Story
By Dr. Sarah Litvin, Director

Jonathan Billig, Religious School Director of Congregation
Emanuel of the Hudson Valley, visited the Reher Center for
an Historic Bakery Tour this fall. His guide that day was Brian
Hubert, who also happens to be an active member of St. James
United Methodist Church here in Kingston. Afterward, the
two sat together in Reher’s historic retail shop and spent
another hour asking and answering questions about each
of their faith traditions. Part of Jonathan’s takeaway from
his visit to Reher was a beautiful insight: the holiday of
Hanukkah, when Jews celebrate the story of the rededication
of the Temple in Jerusalem, is a fitting time to share the
story of how the Reher Center is rededicating an historic
bakery and apartment building into a site of multicultural,
interfaith sharing and learning. We are thrilled that Jonathan
has organized a group from Congregation Emanuel to visit
the Reher Center on December 5th to honor our local,
contemporary Hanukkah story! Our public weekend
historic bakery tours end for the season November 30th,
but we will gladly help your group to organize a tour of
the Reher Center throughout the year! Contact Hannah
at Tours@ReherCenter.org.
Part of our work to rededicate the space requires finishing
our project to Grow our Gallery, Build our Bathroom by
year’s end. Since we launched this project last November, the
community has donated $195,000 to help make the Reher
Center Gallery, the Hudson Valley’s only space dedicated to
immigrant stories past and present, accessible and safe. To
close the walls and open the doors to our functional new
space we need just $30,000. Your contribution will: Finish
building our bathrooms and create a kitchenette for events,
install electricity along the south side of the gallery and
enhance lighting and AV for exhibits and events throughout
the space, invest in mini-split HVAC systems, install drywall
on the ceiling and some walls, and seal the bricks to improve
air quality, level and rebuild the floor, install an induction
loop for built-in hearing access, and create an office space
for our staff. We are eager to come together again, presenting
programs that celebrate diversity, resilience, and community.
Find sponsorship opportunities and donate online at
ReherCenter.org or mail a check to Reher Center PO Box
2143 Kingston, NY 12402

GARY’S

PICKLES

(845) 591-9435
barry@garyspickles.com
Providing KOSHER Pickles & More for Over 30 Years

CERTIFIED KOSHER
Gary’s Pickles
• Full Sours
• Half-Sours
• Hot & Spicy
Gary’s sPecialties
• Pickled Tomatoes
• Sweet Gherkins
• Marinated Mushrooms
• Horseradish Pickles
(when in season)
• Bread & Butter Pickles
• Sauerkraut

$1.00
OFF
ANY ONE (1)
CONTAINER
Must present flyer or coupon at time of
purchase; one per customer; valid for the
items listed and may not be substituted
for any other item; not to be combined
with any other coupon or offer;
contingent upon available inventory.

for more products go to

GARYSPICKLES.COM

Email: gmiller1931@gmail.com
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Jewish Family Services of Ulster County
by Sharon Murray-Cohen, LMSW, Executive Director
jfs.ulster@gmail.com

Happy Chanukah to one and all from the Board and Staff of JFS!
As I have mentioned previously, The David Fletcher Center For Elder Abuse Prevention at Jewish Family Services was
the recipient in 2019 of a grant from Life Span of Rochester for $100,000.00 to establish a Hudson Valley E-MDT Hub
(Enhanced Multi-Disciplinary Team) in Ulster, Sullivan, Dutchess, Orange and Rockland Counties) This grant was part of a
statewide initiative to develop elder abuse E-MDTs in every county by the end of 2020, being coordinated through a partnership
including NYS Office for the Aging, NYS Office of Victim Services, Lifespan of Greater Rochester, and Weill Cornell NYC
Elder Abuse Center. Due to COVID 19 development on this project has been slower than anticipated.
I am happy to say we now have established an E-MDT in all 5 counties.
The purpose of the E-MDT is improving cross-systems cooperation and collaboration between disciplines.
Our population is aging, and an aging population requires more care and protection. Every year an estimated 2.1 million older
Americans are victims of elder abuse, neglect, or exploitation. Experts believe that for every case of elder abuse or neglect
reported as many as five cases go unreported.
On a local level JFS has been committed to enhancing public awareness and knowledge about elder abuse since 2013.
The Neighbor-to-Neighbor program, a joint program operated by Jewish Family Services & Ulster County Office for the
Aging is back in operation after being closed from Mid-March 2020 to September 2021. This program, provides medical
transportation to non-medic Aide clients throughout out the county. We are
We are desperately in need of volunteer drivers for this program.
If you have some free time, and would like to volunteer please call Marilynn @845-338-2980.
• Two things in closing: 1. Visit us on our website @www.jfsulster.org and Facebook for information and program updates.
• 2. We have received seed money from Ulster Savings Bank for start up funds for a Lawn Services program for seniors. For
more information on this program call Jason Farina @845-338-2980

Donate now at

www.ucjf.org
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The strength of a people
The power of community
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Recipes for Chanukah
NY Times
submitted by Amy Barash

MASHED POTATO AND BROCCOLI
RABE PANCAKES
A DELICIOUS WAY TO USE MASHED POTATOES,
WHETHER THEY BE LEFTOVERS OR FRESHLY
MASHED.
Use leftover mashed potatoes from Thanksgiving for these, or just
steam up some potatoes and mash. Whichever way you go, the
mixture is very quickly thrown together.
Ingredients
• 2 ½ cups mashed potatoes (about 1 pound 2 ounces potatoes,
peeled, cut in chunks and steamed until tender, then mashed with
a potato masher or a fork)
• 1 ½ cups finely chopped steamed or blanched broccoli raab
• ¼ cup chopped chives
• 1 teaspoon baking powder
• Salt and freshly ground pepper to taste
• ⅓ to ½ cup freshly grated Parmesan, to taste
• 3 heaped tablespoons all-purpose flour
• 2 eggs
• 3 to 4 tablespoons sunflower oil, grapeseed oil or canola oil for
frying
In a large bowl, mix together the mashed potatoes, finely chopped
broccoli rabe, chives, baking powder, salt, pepper, Parmesan and
flour. Beat the eggs and stir in.
Begin heating a large heavy skillet over medium heat. Heat the
oven to 300 degrees. Add 2 tablespoons of the oil and when it is
hot carefully scoop up heaped tablespoons of the potato mixture
and use a spoon or spatula to ease them out of the spoon into
the pan. Gently flatten the mounds slightly with the back of a
spoon or a spatula but don’t worry if this is hard to do – if they
stick -- because when you flip them over you can flatten them
into pancakes. Brown on the first side – about 2 or
3 minutes – and using a spatula, flip the potato and
broccoli raab mounds over and gently push them
down so that they will be shaped like pancakes.
Brown on the other side and remove to a baking
sheet. Continue with the remaining potato mixture,
adding oil to the pan as necessary.

bound by eggs and caramel, and sharpened with loads of black
pepper. In this recipe the edges crisp as it bakes, providing a
crunchy contrast to the soft, springy noodles inside. Don’t stray
from the pan while the sugar is caramelizing, or it may burn in
spots. Serve it in wedges, either warm or at room temperature.
Leftover Yerushalmi kugel will keep for at least five days in the
fridge, and reheats well in a 350-degree oven.
Ingredients
• 2 ¼ teaspoons kosher salt, plus more as needed
• 1 (12-ounce) package thin egg noodles (or use angel hair pasta)
• ½ cup plus 3 tablespoons neutral oil, such as grapeseed,
sunflower or vegetable
• 1 ¼ cups granulated sugar
• 6 large eggs, beaten
• 2 ¼ teaspoons freshly ground black pepper
1. Heat oven to 325 degrees. In a large pot of salted boiling water,
cook noodles according to package instructions. Rinse and drain
well. Return to pot and toss with 1 tablespoon oil to prevent
sticking. Set aside.In a heavy skillet, combine sugar and 1/2 cup oil
over medium heat. Cook, stirring constantly, until the sugar melts
and turns amber brown, but not burned, about 10 to 15 minutes.
Working quickly, pour the caramelized sugar over the cooked
noodles and stir to combine. (Don’t scrape the skillet.) The
caramel will probably clump in places when it hits the noodles,
and that is OK. It will melt as the kugel bakes. Let noodle mixture
cool until warm, about 10 minutes.Add eggs and 2 1/4 teaspoons
each salt and pepper to noodles. Stir to incorporate.In a 6-quart
oven-safe pot or Dutch oven, heat the remaining 2 tablespoons
of oil over medium-high until very hot, but not smoking. Scrape
egg-noodle mixture into the pot and smooth it into an even
layer.Bake, uncovered, until kugel is dark golden and the top is
slightly hardened and crusty, 1 hour 15 minutes to 1 1/2 hours.
Transfer pot to a rack to cool for 30 minutes. Run a butter knife
or offset spatula along the edges to loosen the
kugel. Invert kugel onto the rack, then invert it
again onto a serving platter so that the top —
and lighter side — of the kugel faces up. Serve
while still warm or at room temperature

YERUSHALMI KUGEL

A specialty of Jerusalem, this dark, dense kugel is
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“THE ISRAEL ADVOCATE”
by Nathan Borsky, IAC member

Shalom Ulster County Friends,
In thinking about what to say for this newsletter, what comes to mind
is simply to say thank you. Thank you to those of you who reached out
to provide support to me after Sandy’s passing; your friendship and
support is much appreciated.
Thank you to those of you who have continued the work of the Israel
Advocacy Committee; Yashir Koach.
It will be a while before I have a clear direction and plan for my future.
I don’t know yet what my path will be, but for now, I appreciate this
opportunity to say hello to my Ulster County Jewish Community.
As we look towards the future, please keep your love for Israel strong,
and keep seeking ways to support and advocate for our beautiful
homeland.
Am Yisrael Chai,
Natan
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Wishing you a Happy Hanukkah
and a fantastic year ahead.
Let's make miracles.
Donate Now www.ucjf.org or send your miracle to
Jewish Federation of Ulster County County
390 Aaron Court Kingston, New York 12401
Every Chanukah, we celebrate the miracle of a tiny jar of oil miraculously burning for eight days – the time
needed for Judah Maccabee and his followers to rededicate the Holy Temple in Jerusalem after reclaiming it from
the Greek army.
This holiday, as we commemorate that ancient miracle, we come together to celebrate our own everyday miracles.
In the wake of a tumultuous year, this Chanukah gives us an opportunity to do things we love and have missed meals with friends, volunteering in our communities, hugging grandparents - to feel grateful for all the little things
that now feel big. And with the help of your local Federation, you will also be able to make miracles in the lives of
those in need. The holidays are the perfect time to get involved with Federation and make a small but mighty change
in your community.
Like the dreidel says, “a great miracle happened there.” And this Chanukah, we can be sure that great miracles
happen at home, too.

New Year’s Greetings

that were not listed in the High Holiday Newsletter

Thank you for your wishes
Cantor Robert & Pat Cohen
Shirley Crystal
Marie & Ellis Lader
Nora Licht & Douglas Sher

11

OUR VOICE | Jewish Federation of Ulster County

SYNAGOGUE
NEWS
Chabad of New Paltz
10 S. Oakwood Terrace
New Paltz, New York 12561
845-255-1891
plotkinm@newpaltz.edu

Chabad of Woodstock
60 Witchtree Road
Woodstock, New York 12498
845-684-0418
www.jewishwoodstock.org
rabbi@jewishwoodstock.org
Rabbi Mendy Karczag

Experience Shabbat - Every Shabbat Morning
Join us on Saturdays for a weekly friendly easy-to-follow
prayer service and inspiring Torah thoughts followed by a
delicious Kiddush Lunch.
Services begin at 10:30 am; Kiddush lunch at 12:00 pm
@Chabad of Woodstock. For more info contact rabbi@
JewishWoodstock.org
845-684-0418
Chanukah
For all your Chanukah needs or if you know anyone
who can use a Chanukah package, Please email Rabbi@
JewishWoodstock.org
Sunday November 28 - 24 Kislev 1st Night of Chanukah
Grand Menorah Lighting at the Village Green 3:30 pm
MENORAH LIGHTING! HOT SIZZLING LATKES!
DELICIOUS DONUTS!
HOT APPLE CIDER! CHOCOLATE COINS! MUSIC!
GIFTS FOR EVERY CHILD!
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Sunday December 5 - 1 Tevet 8th Night of Chanukah
Grand Menorah Lighting at the Village Green 3:30 pm
MENORAH LIGHTING! HOT SIZZLING LATKES!
DELICIOUS DONUTS!
HOT APPLE CIDER! CHOCOLATE COINS! MUSIC!
GIFTS FOR EVERY CHILD!
Tuesday January 11 Eve of 10 Shvat 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Maamer & Niggun
A Chassidic Farbrengin - A Joyous Soulful Gathering with
live meditative music & Chasidic Mystical Teachings. Light
Buffet will be served
Wednesday March 16th Eve of Purim
Celebrate Purim!
Megillah Reading: 7:30 pm
Followed by a Festive Purim Party
Thursday March 17th 14th of Adar Purim
Megillah Reading at 1:00 pm
Mishloach Manot
Matonot L’evyonim
Purim Party at Chabad of Ulster County!
Please email Rabbi@JewishWoodstock.org to arrange a
private megillah reading for the homebound.

Sisterhood of
Congregation Agudas
Achim
by Shirley Crystal

This year the first Chanukah candle is lit Sunday evening
November 28.
Be prepared early!
Our Judaica Shop is stocked for your Chanukah needs
such as menorahs, candles, bulbs for electric menorahs,
Chanukah themed tablecloths, cookie cutters, gift wrap
decorations, children’s books and more.
We are offering a 20% discount on all purchases. For an
appointment, call Shirley Crystal at 331-4646.
Mah Jongg
All Mah Jongg players can order the new 2022 Mah Jongg
card by calling Rosemary Lewis at 331-0766 by January 31,
2022. The cost for the regular card is $9.00 The large print
card is $10.00.
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Congregation
Agudas Achim
Chabad of Ulster County
254 Lucas Avenue Kingston, New York 12401
845-331-1176
www.ChabadUlsterCounty.org
Office@ChabadUlsterCounty.org

Facebook.com/ChabadUlsterCounty
Twitter.com/Chabad_UC
Instagram.com/Chabad_UC
Rabbi Yitzchok Hecht & Rabbi Ab Itkin
412-401-0238
Bruce Tuchman & Howard Vichinsky Co-Presidents
Community Chanukah Events
4th Night of Chanukah
Wednesday, December 1st - Kislev 27 10 am
Golden Hill
Join us as we bring the joy of Chanukah to the residents at
Golden Hill. We will sing some songs, tell the Chanukah
story, enjoy Chanukah treats, give out Chanukah gifts and
bring some Holiday cheer.
Chanukah Disco Wednesday, December 1 - Kislev 27
4th Night of Chanukah 4:15 pm
Ready to Glow Crazy?
The world can feel like a dark place sometimes, but darkness
can also be an opportunity—a chance to shine! This winter,
CKids will be doing exactly that as we glow in the dark at the
Chanukah Disco.  
Kids will glow crazy and light up the world! They’ll visit
glowing activity stations where they can decorate glowin-the-dark Chanukah cupcakes, create glow-in-the-dark
dreidels, and sign a Chanukah light up wall.
The party doesn’t stop there. Kids will make their way to
the dance floor for some lit dance-off games. A great-dreidel
spinoff and an elimination version of “Hit the Target” will
warm up the crowd, while a Chanukah dance off will crank
up the heat as kids laugh, move, freeze, and start it all over
again.
Ready to light up the night with the light of Chanukah?
Sign up now! For more information or to RSVP @ Office@
ChabadUlsterCounty.org

5th Day of Chanukah, Friday, December 3rd @ 12:30pm
Outdoor Public Menorah Lighting in Uptown Kingston
On the corner of Wall St & N. Front St. Join us for the
lighting of the Menorah, singing Chanukah songs, apple
cider, latkes, & music.
Chanukah Night number 7 @6:30pm
Celebrate Our Own Light / 20 Years with Rebbetzin Leah &
Rabbi Yitzhak Hecht as we embark on our next 20!
$54 a person includes 1 raffle ticket & Chanukah goody
package
$90 a couple includes 2 raffle tickets & Chanukah goody
package
To participate in the Celebrating Our Light Event, please
RSVP by Monday November 22. Pick up your Chanukah
goodies at the Shul, 254 Lucas Ave. on Friday December 3,
from 2:00-3:00 pm.
On Saturday night, December 4 join the zoom link @
6:30 pm. Please have your Chanukah goodies ready to
munch on, a dreidel & your menorah ready to light together
as a community.
In lieu of a journal book, we are asking you to:
1. Please send a 20 second video of yourself wishing Mazal
Tov & mentioning the impact that Chabad and the Hecht
Family has had on your life. Send your video to Office@
ChabadUlsterCounty.org.
2. Purchase raffle tickets & help us raise $40,000.
Celebrating the past 20 years and the 20 years into the future
of Chabad of Ulster County.
Gold $1800, Platinum $1000, Sponsor $770, Donor $540,
Supporter $360, Participant $99.
Other Link to rsvp: ChabadUlsterCounty.org/Celebrate20
You will receive the zoom link after you RSVP.
If you are in need or know anyone who needs a Chanukah
menorah, candles, or dreidels, please contact Rabbi AB at
RabbiAB@ChabadUlsterCounty.org or call 845-331-1176

13

OUR VOICE | Jewish Federation of Ulster County
Ckids
Join CKids Club each month for the freshest and most
exciting events, empowering kids to tap into their talents
and interests, while connecting to their own Jewish identity.
Children will have a positive Jewish experience learning while
enjoying hands-on activities. They will leave each program
feeling happy and excited about their Judaism

The Purim Bake Off Wednesday,
March 9 - 6 Adar 2 4:15 pm
Kids use their culinary talents for a good cause by creating
hand-baked mishloach manot packages that they will sell.
All proceeds go to a local charity!
For more information or to RSVP @ Office@
ChabadUlsterCounty.org

Movie Night on Zoom
One Story of Holocaust Survivor: An Artist’s Journey,
Tibor Spitz
Saturday Night, December 25th - Teves 21
For more info. & to RSVP for zoom link: Office@
ChabadUlsterCounty.org

Purim March 16 & March 17
Join us for Purim. Details TBA

Fruit at the Shuk Wednesday, January 12 Shevat 10 4:15 pm
Experience Tu B’Shvat in the holy land of Israel—with a visit
to the shuk, mini IDF training and Hebrew watercolor art.
For more information or to RSVP @ Office@
ChabadUlsterCounty.org
Sunday, January 16th - Jewish Women’s Circle Tu B’shvat
Gathering
To RSVP for details & location email: Office@
ChabadUlsterCounty.org
Shul Jr. Friday, February 11 - 10 Adar 1
Kids take center stage in this Shabbat-themed club. Everyone
gets a role, from assistant rabbi to cantor and everything in
between. After the prayers, join an epic game of Shabbat
Candyland—for kids, by kids!
For more information or to RSVP @ Office@
ChabadUlsterCounty.org
Details TBA
CTeen
Come Join other Jewish Teens in the area in a fun, social and
educational environment. It’s everything a teen could want!
We provide the tools to help you connect with teens while
learning about who they are and offering opportunities for
achievement, growth, and fun. The best part of it all is being
able to give teens the time of their lives, Chabad style.
Cteen International Shabbaton
February 25-27 email: Office@ChabadUlsterCounty.org for
more info.
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Passover Freedom Machine
Wednesday, April 13th - 12 Nisan
Wednesday, April 13th - 12 Nisan 4:15 pm
Roll, spin, slide, bend, and bounce through the steps of the
Seder. Kids will work together to invent their own freedom
machine that’ll be the perfect Seder centerpiece. For more
information or to RSVP @
office@ChabadUlsterCounty.org
Tea ‘N’ Torah Thursday’s from 11:00 am -12:00 pm
Engaging, Enlightening Study & Conversation as you delight
in the company of friends & gain an appreciation for the
insight and wisdom of the Torah, facilitated by Rebbetzin’s
Leah Hecht & Binie Itkin @ Chabad of Ulster County, 254
Lucas Ave. Confirm that classes are on schedule.
Jewish Women’s Circle of Ulster County: An opportunity
for Jewish women in our area to meet new friends, socialize
and learn in an informal setting. Check it out and see for
yourself what it’s all about! For more information: Office@
ChabadUlsterCounty.org
Prayer
Shabbat Evening
Join us Friday evenings for services, ten minutes after candle
lighting followed by melodies and inspirational Jewish
stories every week.
Shabbat Day
Join us Saturday for a friendly and fulfilling weekly Shabbat
services at 10:00 AM. Whether you are a minyan pro or new
to the synagogue experience, you are welcome at Agudas
Achim.
A delicious kiddush with a vegetarian cholent follow
services. To sponsor a kiddush, please email: Office@
ChabadUlsterCounty.org
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BE A MINYAN-AIRE @ Agudas Achim: Tuesdays@ 8AM.
The way to start your day!!
Morning prayer FOLLOWED BY GREAT COFFEE AND
KOSHER NOSH!
The Dr. Cy Gruberg Hebrew School
An innovative and creative new program and curriculum!!!
Exciting, educational, hands-on learning! A must for every
child!! Bringing Judaism to life! For more info contact Binie
Itkin 845-331-1176
Or email: Office@ChabadUlsterCounty.org

Congregation Emanuel
of the Hudson Valley
243 Albany Ave., Kingston, New York 12401
Main office: 845-338-4271, ext. 101
admin@cehv.org
www.CEHV.org
Rabbi’s study: 845-338-4384, ext. 102
RabbiYael@cehv.org
Rabbi Yael Romer
Rabbinic Intern Jack Sherratt
Alexandra Schleuderer, Visiting Cantorial Soloist
President Jeffrey Greenberg
Religious School Director, Jonathan Billig
Congregation Emanuel of the Hudson Valley continues
to follow CDC recommendations in regard to COVID-19
precautions to ensure the health and safety of our
community.  For all indoors programming, all eligible
vaccinated adults and all children under 12 are welcome to
join us in person. Adults must bring proof of vaccination
and everyone over 2 years old must wear a mask inside the
synagogue. Please maintain social distance while inside the
shul.
For those who are not vaccinated, or choose to join virtually,
please join us via our Livestream page - SERVICES and our
service archive continue to be viewable on our website
at https://cehv.org/livestream/.

For more information on the following list of events or to
learn more about Meditation, Parashat Shuvah, Kabbalah, or
for Private Conversion Tutorials or Adult B’nai Mitzvah by
arrangement, please email admin@cehv.org or call our main
office at 845-338-4271 x 101. As conditions may change,
and events are subject to change, please contact us, or check
our website - cehv.org for updates.
Chanukah! Community Candle Lighting & Storytelling
Friday, December 3, 6:00pm.
Gathering in our outdoor Meditation Garden for singing
and lighting of our outdoor hannukiah. Moving indoors for
storytelling, please see our Covid -19 protocol if you wish to
join us in the shul, or join us on our livestream.
Tu B’Shevat, Saturday, January 22. (Snow date Sunday
January 23) Meeting out doors at a member’s home in
Rhinebeck, gathering at 4pm to celebrate
Tu B’Shevat, the Festival of Trees, with your fellow mystics
at Congregation Emanuel.
Purim Megillah Reading, Shpiel & Services, Friday,
March 18 @7pm.
Purim Masquerade Ball Saturday, March 19 @7pm.
Women’s Seder, Sunday, April 3 @4:45pm.
Kabbalat Shabbat Services
First Friday of each month, Family Kabbalat
Shabbat service begins at 6 p.m, on December 3(Chanukah
Candlelighting and Storytelling), January 7, February 4,
March 4, April 1
All other Fridays of the month, Kabbalat Shabbat
Services begin at 7:30 p.m. 12/10, 12/17, 12/24, 12/31.
1/14, 1/21, 1/28. 2/11, 2/18, 2/25, 3/11, 3/18, 3/25. 4/8

Evan R. Meltzer
Senior Partner
Senior Financial Advisor

Direct 845-384-1391
Toll Free 800-384-8795
Fax 845-384-1483

63 Hurley Avenue • Kingston, NY 12401
evan.meltzer@mhwealth.com • www.mhwealth.com
Investment products and services are offered through Wells Fargo Advisors Financial
Network, LLC (WFAFN). Meltzer & Hill Wealth Advisory is a separate entity from WFAFN.
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Morning Minyan: weekly on Saturday mornings, service
begins at 10 a.m., with communal prayer, meditation and
Torah study. 12/4, 12/11, 12/18, 12/25. 1/1, 1/8, 1/15,
1/22, 1/29. 2/5, 2/12, 2/19, 2/26. 3/5, 3/12, 3/19, 3/26. 4/2
Tot Shabbat: held once a month, usually before Friday
or Saturday services. Introduce your tot to Shabbat
through interactive music with Rabbi Yael Romer and
her guitar. Upcoming Tot Shabbats are scheduled for:
Saturdays on January 15, February 19, March 19, and April
9, beginning at 9am, followed by morning service at
10am. Email Rabbi Yael’s assistant at assistant@cehv.org, to
be added to the list for Tot Shabbat schedule, reminders and
announcements.
Religious School – Our new Religious School Director,
Jonathan Billig, welcomes new and returning students
and families with year-round, innovative Religious School
programming for ages pre-K through Grade 10. See our
website for registration or email rsd@cehv.org for more
information. Sundays starting at 9:30am: 12/5, 12/12,
12/19. 1/9, 1/23, 1/30. 2/6, 2/13, 2/27. 3/6, 3/13, 3/20,
3/27, 4/3, 4/10

Rhinebeck Meditation & Torah Study: (via Zoom) Meets
8:45 a.m. on Tuesdays, followed at 9:15 a.m. by Torah
study. Led by Rabbi Yael Romer, join your fellow seekers
to receive the day’s blessings and explore Jewish traditions
with a progressive, egalitarian approach. December 7, 14, &
28. 1/4, 1/11, 1/18, 2/8, 2/15, 3/8, 3/15, 4/5
Ongoing Adult Education with the Rabbi – ongoing
classes meeting Wednesdays, and private tutoring and
adult B’nai Mitzvahs available.
Hebrew Trope (via Zoom) - Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m.
Newcomer’s welcome, learn or improve Torah chanting
skills! December 1, 8, 15, 29. January 5, 12, 19. February 2,
9, 16. March 2, 9, 16, 30. April 6, 13
Conversational Hebrew (Beginner and Intermediate) Wednesdays at 4 p.m, (via Zoom). This dedicated and
entertaining group meets weekly to learn and practice the
fundamentals of Conversational Modern Hebrew, new
comers are always welcome! Conversational Modern
Hebrew presented through the textbook curriculum created
by professors of Hebrew at Brandeis University. December
1, 8, 15, 29. January 5, 12, 19. February 2, 9, 16. March 2, 9,
16, 30. April 6, 13.

Nate Horowitz
Vice President

nate@jaroofing.com
Ext. 11
Fax (845) 339-6415

“Your roof replacement experts since 1938”
www.JARoofing.com
KINGSTON (845) 339-2020
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POUGHKEEPSIE (845) 452-4444
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Kerhonkson Synagogue
Congregation Tiferet
Yehuda V’Yisrael

Coffee Chai with the Rabbi, (via Zoom) 1st and 3rd
Thursdays of the month, from 8:45am to 9:15am. An
NON-PROFIT ORG
informal dialogue to connect, share ideas, ask questions and
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
start your day with Rabbi Yael. Back by popular demand,
with a new time and schedule. If you have been coming, orC R S T. N E T
never did, you are welcome!
NON-PROFIT ORG 1 2 5 5 0
26 Minnewaska Trail Kerhonkson, New York 12466
U.S.
PAID
Monthly Brotherhood Meetings – held
onPOSTAGE
the
845-626-7260
C R members
S T. N E T
2nd Tuesday of the month at 6:30pm, new
kerhonksonsynagogue.org
12550
welcome. Brotherhood hosts annual and special
shorewit@verizon.net
events throughout the year, (such as outdoor menorah
Rabbi Sally Shore Wittenberg
construction in December) new members are welcome and
president governed by our synagogue board
encouraged to join.
Goldie Goldberg thousanddances@yahoo.com
Glenn Pomerantz gapfef@yahoo.com
Monthly Sisterhood Meetings – held on the
2nd Thursday of the month at 7pm, new members
Chanukkah
welcome. Sisterhood hosts monthly activities and special
Zoom Havdalah service and Chanukkah candle lighting
events throughout the year, new members are welcome and
encouraged to join.
Saturday, December 4, at 5pm

WELLS ADVISORS
December Shabbat Services
FARGO

Jewish Congregation
WELLS ADVISORS
FARGO
Kenneth K. of
Beesmer
New
Paltz
First Vice President - Investment Officer

Saturday, December 11, at 9:30am

January Shabbat Services
Synagogue
/
Sanctuary
8
Church
Street
Saturday, January 8, at 9:30am
Kenneth K. Beesmer
336
Plaza
Road
New
Paltz,
NY
12561
First Vice President - Investment Officer
Center 30 North Chestnut Street,
NY 12401
Please check our website for the most up-to-date
336 PlazaKingston,
RoadCommunity
New
Paltz,
NY
12561
information
845-334-7945
Kingston, Direct
NY 12401
845-255-9817
kerhonksonsynagogue.org
kenneth.beesmer@wellsfargoadvisors.com
Direct 845-334-7945
www.jewishcongregationofnewpaltz.org
enneth.beesmer@wellsfargoadvisors.com
billstrongin@gmail.com
mailing address
JCNP PO Box 577
shir@kolhai.org
New
New
York
Investment and InsurancePaltz,
Products:
• NOT
FDIC12561
Insured • NO Bank Guarantee • MAY Lose Value
Reb. Shir Yaakov Feit
nvestment and Insurance Products: • NOT
FDIC Insured
• NO Bank Guarantee • MAY Lose Value
Rabbi
Bill Strongin
President
MarcSIPC,
Schain
Wells Fargo Advisors,
LLC, Member
is a registered broker-dealer and a separate

Kol Hai

Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC, Member SIPC, is a registered broker-dealer and a separate
non-bank
affiliate
Fargo & Company.
on-bank affiliate
of Wells
Fargoof& Wells
Company.
©2010
Wells
Fargo
Advisors,
LLC. All 0512-1909
rights reserved.
0512-1909 [74124-v3]
©2010 Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC. All rights reserved.
[74124-v3]

ericgoldie2@yahoo.com
Like us on Facebook 1000 Dances DJ’s and MC’s
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Woodstock Jewish
Congregation
Kehillat Lev Shalem
1682 Glasco Turnpike, Woodstock, New York 12498
845-679-2218
www.wjcshul.org
info@wjcshul.org
Rabbi Jonathan Kligler
Matthew White President
Our wonderful Shabbat services are open to all - we have
participants from all over the U.S., and from Israel and
Canada too. Join us on Zoom anytime. We have also
resumed occasional in-person services.
Check our website for up-to-date
information www.wjcshul.org
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We will be lighting our menorahs and celebrating all eight
nights of Chanukah! Some nights with songs, some with
stories, sometimes on Zoom, and sometimes in person, with
something for everyone! Check www.wjcshul.org for all the
details.
Information about our Tu B’Shvat Seder and our Purim
celebrations will be also be posted on the website in a timely
fashion.
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Jewish Federation
Aims to Expand
Teens’ Knowledge of Holocaust
Excerpted from the Daily Freeman...

In response to recent statistics showing an alarming number of Americans know little or nothing about the
Holocaust, the Jewish Federation of Ulster County is working to raise awareness locally with a countywide
educational effort aimed at high school seniors.
“We’re involved in this really ambitious project to supplement Holocaust education in this county,” said
Federation Executive Director David Drimer. “In a recent national survey, New York, despite having the
most Jews of any state and being one of only 17 states so far that have mandatory Holocaust education,
finished in the bottom 10, tied for 41st in a national study of Holocaust awareness.
“The Jewish Federation hopes to target its educational program at high school seniors “before they go
on to college, before they go out into the world… or go into the military,” Drimer said. “Everybody’s
going to do something after high school, and now is our last chance to get them.” (Daily Freeman, “Jewish
Federation aims to broaden Holocaust education for Ulster County high schoolers,” 10-31-21)
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Paul Hammerl/Owner

Celebrate the
moments that

Paul Hammerl/Owner

411 Albany Avenue
Kingston, NY 12401
(845) 331-0631
www.SimpsonHammerl.com

411 Albany Avenue
Kingston, NY 12401
(845) 331-0631

www.SimpsonHammerl.com

162 S. Putt Corners Road
New Paltz. NY 12561
(845) 255-1212
www.CopelandHammerl.com

162 S. Putt Corners Road
New Paltz. NY 12561
(845) 255-1212

www.CopelandHammerl.com

Need Help? Contact Us Today!
hvhospice.org • (845) 240-7555
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Fantastic, Awesome, Amazing!!!

There are just not enough superlatives to express how grateful we are for the support you have shown Fall for Art,
especially this year as we celebrate 25 years of helping our community.
To our magnificent Artists, thank you for sharing your amazing work with us.
To our Sponsors and Art Patrons, this show would not have been possible without you.
And to our Community for supporting Fall for Art with your purchases and donations.
Your participation has made this one of our best years ever!

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!

The Fall for Art Committee: Barbara Cohen, Sara Beames, Sloane Grubard, Sue Worthman, Louise Lefkovits, Darlene Levit

2021 Special Community Recipients:

Circle of Friends for the Dying • Hudson Valley LGBTQ • Food Bank of the Hudson Valley
Jewish Family Services • Oncology Support Program • People's Place

Photo courtesy of Murphy Sorich Media taken at the Senate Garage.

Chanukah Magic!
Congregation Emanuel
Outdoor Community Candle Lighting
Friday, December 3rd 6PM
Gather with us in our meditation garden for the
lighting of our outdoor hannukiah
You may also join us virtually for both outdoor & indoor programming at
www.cehv.org/livestream/

We welcome you to join us *indoors following the lighting for:
Storytelling
Indoor Menorah lighting (bring yours if you choose)
Abbreviated Shabbat Service

*If you will be joining us for indoor programming please visit
www.cehv.org to view our Covid-19 protocol policy

www.CEHV.org
243 Albany Ave. Kingston, NY 12401

845-338-4271

