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Kolenu is filled with facts and information about 
Israel, the community, and world Jewry.

Executive Director
David Drimer  director@ucjf.org

Development Coordinator / Social Media Manager  
Desiree O’Clair  development@ucjf.org 

PJ Library Program Coordinator
Desiree O’Clair    pjlibrary@ucjf.org 

Bookkeeper
Grace Sheaffer  

bookkeeper@ucjf.org 

Newsletter Staff
Amy Barash, Barbara Cohen, Janice Kaplan 

Reminder: The deadline for submitting information to 
the Hanukkah newsletter is Tuesday, November 2.

Office Hours: Due to COVID, please call for an 
appointment 845-338-8131 

(845) 338-8131
www.ucjf.org

Like us on facebook! Jewish Federation of Ulster County

Serving our community 
and sustaining the environment

Would you prefer to receive future issues of the Kolenu 
newsletter online instead of receiving your hard copy 
in the mail? If yes, please send an email to us at info@
ucjf.org. Please include your full name, and note your 
preferred email address. You'll help us save a stamp and 
a tree, but you'll still receive our publications 
right in your email inbox. Thank you!

As part of an ongoing benefit to our members, 
UCJF provides offers from a variety of vendors 
who have represented that they wish to offer 
or supply various good and services.  As an 
important reminder, UCJF is not a partner or 
joint venturer with any vendor, nor a guarantor 
of any vendor’s pricing, performance, or 
kashrut, for any goods and services purchase. 
It is important that each member or purchaser 
conduct their own due diligence, and decide 
for themselves whether dealing with the 
vendor is in their best interests.

Kolenu Editors
Amy, Barbara, Janice 

Please support our advertisers. 
Their support helps defray 
the cost of the newsletters.

Become an advertiser… reasonable rates:
Contact info@ucjf.org  845-338-8131 

mailto:info@ucjf.org
mailto@director@ucjf.org
mailto:development@ucjf.org
mailto:pjlibrary@ucjf.org
mailto:bookkeeper@ucjf.org
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Officers and Board 2021 - 2022
President

RonDavid Gold

Vice President
Lally Mozes-Steckman 

  
Treasurer
Jeff Farber

Recording Secretary
Lisa King-Smith

Board 
Shula Aizer

Barbara Blas
Sandy Borsky

Nathan Borsky
Arlene Cohen

Barbara Cohen
Joseph Cohen
Rita Eckstein
Lois Goland

Bernie King-Smith 
Laurie Mozian
Skit Rabbino

Charlotte Tusch Scherer
Rabbi Ellen K. Triebwasser 

 Ulster County 
Spiritual Leaders

Chabad of New Paltz
Rabbi Moshe Plotkin

Chabad of Woodstock
Rabbi Mendy Karczag

Congregation Agudas Achim /  
Chabad of Ulster County 

Rabbi Yitzchok Hecht & Rabbi AB Itkin

Congregation Emanuel of the Hudson Valley
Rabbi Yael Romer, DD

Ezrath Israel /Chabad of Ellenville
Rabbi Shlomie Deren

Jewish Congregation of New Paltz  
Kehillat Ahavath Achim
Rabbi William Strongin  

Kerhonkson Synagogue
Congregation Tiferet Yehuda V’ Yisrael

Reb. Sally Shore Wittenberg  

Kol Hai 
Rabbi Shir Yaakov Feit

Woodstock Jewish Congregation 
 Kehillat Lev Shalem

Rabbi Jonathan Kligler

Cantor Robert Cohen, Cantor Emeritus 
Congregation Emanuel of the Hudson Valley  

Cantor Alexandra Schleuderer,  
Visiting Cantorial Soloist Congregation Emanuel 

of the Hudson Valley          
Rabbi Ellen K. Triebwasser

       

Proprietors:
Barbara & Joe Cohen

70 North Front Street
Kingston, New York 12401

(845) 389-9918
www.schwartzsinn.com

“May the Schwartz 
be with you!”

SCHWARTZ’S INN

MISSION STATEMENT
We are a community-building organization that 

enriches Jewish life locally, nationally, in Israel, and 
around the world by helping those in need and 
fostering Jewish values for the greater good. 

http://www.schwartzsinn.com
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Baseball, the Chagim 
and the “Koufax Curse”

by David Drimer, Executive Director Ulster County Jewish Federation 
director@ucjf.org

 I grew up in Queens, virtually in the shadow of Shea 
Stadium. I am a baseball fan consumed by the sometime 
“ups” and frequent “downs” of the NY Mets since the team’s 
inception in 1962. It’s a passion for New York’s National 
League franchise shared by everybody in my family except 
my brother Jeff. He’s a Yankees fan. As Charles Dickens wrote, 
“Accidents will occur in the best-regulated families.”
 Among my baseball-obsessed family, including my 
misguided brother and similarly devoted friends, the 
approach of the High Holy Days inspires an annual 
discussion worthy of Hamlet, paraphrased as “to play or 
not to play, that is question…” The World Series sometimes 
falls on Yom Kippur. Hall of Fame pitcher Sandy Koufax, a 
Jew from Bensonhurst, famously declined to play in Game 
One of the 1965 World Series on Yom Kippur, 5726 (1965). 
An almost equally-as-talented Hall of Fame pitcher, Don 
Drysdale, pitched instead but didn’t make it out of the 3rd 
inning. When manager Walt Alston pulled him for a reliever, 
Drysdale famously quipped, “I bet right about now you wish 
I was Jewish.” 
 Far less well-known is that Koufax always refused to play 
on Rosh Hashanah, too. It wasn’t even a question. Dodger 
owner Walter O’Malley said, “I won’t let Sandy pitch under 
any circumstances. I can’t let the boy do that to himself.” 
Jewish baseball fans burst with pride when recounting these 
now familiar anecdotes. This time of year, the retelling never 
gets old.
 Koufax wasn’t the first Jewish superstar to decline to play 
on Yom Kippur. Hall of Fame Detroit Tiger power hitter Hank 
Greenberg – who once challenged Babe Ruth’s single season 
home run record of 60 with 58 in 1938 – also struggled with 
skipping a game on Rosh Hashanah. He was raised Orthodox, 
but no longer observant. Nevertheless, Greenberg appreciated 
the significance of his decision for American Jewry.  

 Note in the 1930s, Jews were frequently barred from 
buying homes, and signs in some store windows read, "No Jews 
or dogs allowed." Detroit was a hotbed of anti-Semitism, due 
to virulently anti-Semitic automobile manufacturer Henry 
Ford, perhaps the world’s most enthusiastic proponent of the 
libelous Protocols of the Elders of Zion as a true account of 
the Jewish plan for global domination. His newspaper, The 
Dearborn Independent, routinely characterized Jews as, "the 
World’s Foremost Problem."
 Father Coughlin, a nationally influential Catholic priest 
from Detroit, hosted a syndicated radio program that 
spread anti-Semitic messages to 30 million weekly listeners. 
Greenberg’s son Steve recalled in an interview, “Coughlin 
was calling him every name in the book: ‘Sheeny,' 'Kike,' and 
saying, ‘Throw him a pork chop, he can’t hit that.’" 
Greenberg was anxious that opting not to play on Rosh 
Hashanah would fuel more hatred. But the city’s leading 
newspaper, the Detroit Free Press, enthusiastically supported 
him. On Erev Rosh Hashanah, it featured a headline in 
Hebrew, "L’shana Tova Tikatevu." The adjacent English 
headline read, "And so to you, Mr. Greenberg, the Tiger 

Left Picture:  Sandy Koufax Pitching  
Right Photo:  Detroit Tigers HOF slugger Hank Greenberg 

opted out of a World Series game on Yom Kippur,  
choosing to attend synagogue instead.

mailto:director@ucjf.org
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KINGSTON  (845) 339-2020          POUGHKEEPSIE  (845) 452-4444

“Your roof replacement experts since 1938”
www.JARoofing.com

Nate Horowitz
Vice President

nate@jaroofing.com
Ext. 11

Fax (845) 339-6415

fans say, 'Happy New Year.'" He received conflicting advice 
from several area Rabbis. Ultimately, Greenberg went to the 
ballpark straight from synagogue and, at the last minute, 
decided to play. He hit two home runs and the Tigers won. 
Eight days later on Yom Kippur, he decided to sit out the 
game. The Tigers lost.  
 "The only way I would ever think I might have been a 
hero was the day I walked into Shaare Tzedek on Yom 
Kippur," Greenberg later stated. "The Rabbi’s standing on 
the podium, davening, and suddenly I walk in and everybody 
in the congregation gets up and claps. The poor Rabbi 
doesn’t know what’s happening – and I’m embarrassed as 
can be." Once again, the Detroit Free Press supported him, 
publishing a poem with the now-famous line: 'We shall miss 
him in the infield and we shall miss him at the bat — but he’s 
true to his religion and I honor him for that.”
Back to Sandy and “the Curse.” All Jewish baseball players 
in the throes of a Pennant race are subjected to the same 
speculation, “Will he play?” The media – especially in New 
York – becomes fixated on the question; the bigger the star, 

the more attention it gets. The popular belief among athletes 
and fans is that if Jewish players play, they will play badly and 
their team will lose. That’s the “Koufax Curse.” Some Jewish 
players opt to play; once a Met’s rookie first baseman named 
Ike Davis got permission from his mother. He went 0 for 3 
at the plate. 
 A recent, detailed mathematical analysis produced 
ambiguous results. Hitters hit about as well as normal, but 
Jewish pitchers are indeed cursed. Statistically, they haven’t 
fared very well at all. Ironically, there were 18 Jewish position 
players in the sample, and 18 pitchers.
 Even so, baseball players are a notoriously superstitious 
lot. The retired Houston Astros outfielder Norm Miller said 
long ago that he would never again play on Jewish holidays, 
but not out of religious conviction. As recounted in former 
Yankee Jim Bouton's bestselling book Ball Four, Miller said, 
"I play on one and go 0-for-4 and the next day go 0-for-5 and 
that's it. I'll never play on a Jewish holiday again."

Shalom.

https://www.jaroofing.com
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Shanah tovah umetukah from PJ LIbrary
  by Desirée O’Clair, PJ Library Coordinator

pjlibrary@ucjf.org 

Exploring ways for your family 
to celebrate the Jewish fall 
holidays at home? 
PJ Library has produced a 
beautiful new High Holiday 
guide. A Time to Grow: A 
PJ Library Family Guide 
to the Fall Holidays can 
be downloaded at: https://
pjlibrary.org/highholidays

This guide covers everything from Teshuvah during the 
ten days before Rosh Hashanah through Simchat Torah, 
offering engaging explanations for our traditions, teaching 
our blessings, and providing activities and prompts for family 
conversations. There’s even a playlist of music for the High 
Holidays your whole family can enjoy. If you have children 
or grandchildren, either near or far, please share this lovely 
resource with them.

PJ Library Ulster has big news!  We have become PJ Our 
Way partners with the Harold Grinspoon Foundation.

PJ Our Way is for kids ages 9-12. It’s kid-driven -- they choose 
their own books, creating a totally tailored experience based 
on their own interests and reading level. To make the choice 
easier, the PJ Our Way website includes summaries and 
author bios, along with ratings, reviews, and video trailers 
created by members themselves. Kids can also take polls and 
quizzes, participate in monthly interviews and challenges, 
post their own reviews, and comment on blog posts. 

The PJ Our Way site is a completely safe and moderated 
space, perfect for acclimating older kids to using the web 
independently. It even has a blog for parents, where they 
can read about the books offered and find family discussion 
questions for each book. 

In the coming year, we would like to focus on getting our PJ 
Library families together with playgroups, more story walks, 
and other outdoor events. As things open up, we have lots of 
exciting events in mind.

Just like the children we serve, 
PJ Library continues to grow.

Last November, the Federation started our program with 
116 active enrollments. PJ Library now has over 163 active 
enrollments, an increase of 30 percent. PJ Library books 
are sent to families as a gift from the Jewish Federation of 
Ulster County. Although the families get the books for free, 
UCJF pays $40 a year for each PJ Library subscription. If 
you would like to help Federation continue the program and 
make PJ Library available to more children, please consider 
sponsoring a subscription by making a $40 donation to the 
Federation. 

PJ Library and the Jewish Federation of Ulster County are 
building Jewish community and fostering Jewish identity, 
one book at a time. Your support makes this possible.

Happy New Year L’Shanah Tovah 

GENESIS GALLERY
ART, JEWELRY, JUDAICA & TALLITOT

DIRECTLY FROM ISRAEL AT INCREDIBLY LOW PRICES

Harmati Lane & Route 212 , Shady, New York
Tel: 845-679-4542         www.genesis-gallery.com

E-mail: art@genesis-gallery.com

mailto:pjlibrary@ucjf.org
https://pjlibrary.org/highholidays
http://www.genesis-gallery.com
http://www.kingstonfinejewelry.com
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RECOGNITION MUST NOT BE ACCEPTANCE
by RonDavid Gold, President
Rondavidgold1@gmail.com

On November 22, 1963, I was a young ad guy working on a promotional event in Evansville, 
Indiana.  When I heard the news of JFK’s murder, I went into a bar to try and calm myself.  There 
was a celebration going on. They were overjoyed that “That Catholic SOB,” had been assassinated.  
I was incredulous.   

I’m no longer a young guy.  Since that sad day, I’ve come to realize that hate of “the other” has been 
part of the human DNA since the dawn of civilization…and probably always will be. 

Just because hate exists, however, doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t fight it wherever and whenever 
we see it.

The Jewish Federation of Ulster County will instantly pounce on anti-Semitic speech and action.  We will not let it go 
unchallenged.  We’ll attack it with irrefutable facts. With educational programs in our schools and communities.  With law-
enforcement partnerships.  With a reporting hotline. We’ll write letters and editorials.  We’ll organize counter demonstrations. 

At the same time, we’ll continue to reach out to those who wish us ill.  We’ll invite them to discuss our differences face to face.  
We won’t give up hope that reason can prevail.

As always, we’re grateful for your support in this fight and our many other efforts to serve those in need and celebrate those 
who serve. 

On behalf of your entire dedicated Board of Directors, I wish you a beautiful, healthy, happy, peaceful new year.

harris.greathudsonvalleyhomes.com

Harris L. Safier
Associate Real Estate Broker

16 Hurley Avenue, Kingston, NY 12401
m: 914.388.3351  |  o: 845.340.1920

hsa�er@bhhshudsonvalley.com

MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE

A member of the franchise system of BHHS A�liates, LLC.

mailto:rondavidgold@gmail.com
http://harris.greathudsonvalleyhomes.com
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Twenty-five years ago, Judy Polinsky suggested that the Jewish Federation of Ulster County sponsor an art event for Hudson 
Valley artists to gather together in one space to show and sell their artwork. Judy & Barbara Cohen asked local celebrated artist 
Katharine McKenna if she thought this idea would work. Katharine said: “Absolutely!” Twenty-five years later, Fall for Art 
is now established as a premier art & community fundraising event.  Previously, art shows were held in galleries and usually 
featured solo artists. The public could only meet the artist at the opening event, and purchases made after the opening did 
not provide you with the opportunity to meet the artist. Fall for Art, a juried art show & sale brought Hudson Valley artists 
together in a single space for several hour to show and sell their artwork.   

The Fall for Art Committee Sara Beames, Barbara Cohen, Sloane Grubard, Louise Lefkovits, Darlene Levit, and Sue Worthman 
decided to continue FfA as a virtual show and supports the Federation, Hudson Valley Artists, and local non profits Circle of 
Friends for the Dying, Hudson Valley Food Bank, Jewish Family Services, LGBTQ, Oncology Support Services, People’s 
Place. Thanks to Mike Rice, owner of Net Prophet and graphic artist Supattra Samanyaphon the platform is created. Desiree 
O’Clair, Development Coordinator works with the committee. 

Fall for Art Celebrates their Silver Anniversary 
Virtual Juried Art Show, Sale & Community Fundraiser                     

7pm Saturday, October 23 - 5 pm Friday, October 29

2021 Participating Artists:  
Jewelry Harriet Forman Barrett, Janet Baskerville, Sara Beames, Susan Carey, Liz Horn & Ron Zukor, Helen Hosking, Lorraine 
LeClair, Lissa Queeney Matthews, Marysa Sacerdote, Heidi Spadter; Textile Denise Aumick, Alexa Ginsburg, Deborah Thackery-
Mills, Suzanne Neusner; Turned Wood John Franklin; Photography John Fischer, Joel Mandelbaum, Bentley Potter; Two 
Dimensional Jane Bloodgood-Abrams (oils/limited edition prints), Leslie Bender (watercolor), Monica R. Cohen (oil, pen & 
ink), Carol Pepper-Cooper (pastel/ink/mm), Maxine Davidowitz (monotype collage/acrylics), Jennifer Decker (watercolor/
acrylic/mm), Shulamit Elson (signed limited edition lithograph), Lynne Friedman (watercolor), Justin Love (acrylic on canvas); 
Ceramics/Pottery Neville Bean, Sally Rothchild, Dale Wolfield; Mixed Media Patti Gibbons (handmade greeting cards), Glenn 
Grubard (paper cut fine art) Leonie Lacouette (wood/copper clocks), Louise Lefkovits (painting/mats).

Proceeds from FfA are allocated to the artists (70% of individual sales), Federation causes and local nonprofits. The Gift of Giving 
monetary award is presented each year to an organization representing visual arts and performing arts. Some years,  the recipient 
selects artwork of a specific value for their space from the participating artists. Some of the recipients have included Shadowland 
Theatre in Ellenville, Art Society of Kingston, SUNY Ulster Community College Art Restoration Project, and the Cancer Center 
at Benedictine Hospital. Kingston City Hall was the first recipient in 1999. Fused glass artist Sara Beames was commissioned to 
create The Eternal Flame  sculpture to represent the relationship between the Jewish community and City of Kingston.  

This popular event is made possible thanks to the generous support of corporate and individual sponsors, patrons, and 
contributors.  Business and individuals are invited to visit www.fallforart.org, 

call the Federation office at 845-338-8131, or email: info@fallforart.org to become a FfA sponsor. 
A sponsor of $500 and above is listed on the invitation and all print materials. Visit www.fallforart.org  

https://www.fallforart.org
mailto:info@fallforart.org
https://www.fallforart.org
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Fall for Art Celebrates their Silver Anniversary 
Virtual Juried Art Show and Community Fundraiser                     

7pm Saturday, October 23 - 5 pm Friday, October 29

Sponsorship packages at various levels are available.  

Thank you to FfA sponsors as of this printing 
  

•  Daily Freeman       •   Basch & Keegan LLP    
•   Augustine Nursery, Bruderhof, Chronogram, CoWork Kingston, LLC,  
 HealthAlliance of the Hudson Valley, M & T Bank, Ulster Savings, Wood Dock Foundation 
•   Catskill Art Supply, Herzog’s / Kingston Plaza Home Center, Kingston Dental Association, 
 Medical Associates of the Hudson Valley, Merrill Lynch Management Kenneth K. Besmer, 
 Farber Brothers Inc. / Ophira Sailing, Pardee’s Agency Insurance, Rondout Savings Bank, 
 Ryan & Ryan Insurance Brokers Inc. representing Erie Insurance, Simpson Hammerl Funeral Home,  
 Stewart’s Shops, Nuvance Health / The Thompson House, Town & Country Liquors  
•   Bailey Pottery, benefit counseling associates, RonDavid & Carol Super Gold, 
 Grenadir Family Foundation, Hudson Valley Foot Associates, 
 Jeff Lowe Plumbing, Heating & A/ C, Inc., metafair.com, Mother Earth’s Storehouse, 
 Mountain Valley Manor, Pine Street Dental, Potter Brothers Ski & Patio, Prestige Toyota, Price Chopper,  
 Quail Hollow Events, R & F Handmade Paints, River Radiology, Harris Safier & Robert Tonner,  
 Saugerties Animal Hospital, Susan Sommer, Elliott Spiegel, Spiegel Bros. Paper, 
 Lally & Michael Steckman, Ten Broeck Center, The CommunityGuide.Net (trade), The Reis Group,  
 Ulster Federal Credit Union, Viking Industries, 

Become an Art Patron for $100. 
You will receive a 10% discount on art purchases and your name in the online event program. 

Invitations will be mailed the beginning of October.  
Mark your calendars. Six days to shop without having to leave your home!   

https://www.fallforart.org


10

OUR VOICE | Jewish Federation of Ulster County

63 Hurley Avenue • Kingston, NY 12401
evan.meltzer@mhwealth.com • www.mhwealth.com

Investment products and services are offered through Wells Fargo Advisors Financial
Network, LLC (WFAFN). Meltzer & Hill Wealth Advisory is a separate entity from WFAFN.

Evan R. Meltzer
Senior Partner
Senior Financial Advisor

Direct 845-384-1391
Toll Free 800-384-8795

Fax 845-384-1483

On the Holiday of Rosh Hashana, it is customary to make the 
challah (challi bread) in a round shape.

The round challahs have no end just like a circle, symbolizing 
our wish for a year in which life and blessings continue 
without end.

Rosh Hashanah is the day we coronate Hashem as our king 
over us and the entire world! The round challah represents 
the round crown.

These challahs are often filled with raisins and are sweeter 
than usual. Raisins are made from grapes. The Jewish people 
are compared to grapes, and the round challah is reminiscent 
of the world. Thus, the round raisin challah represents our 
wish for the upcoming year, that Gd who sustains the entire 
world, grants life and prosperity to his Nation, the Jewish 
people.

I wish each and everyone of you and your extended family a 
year full of blessings, good health, love and sweetness!

If you know a community member who can use a round 
challah for the Holidays to uplift their spirits, please let me 
know. 

Shana Tova!

Reb. Leah Hecht

Message from 
Reb. Leah Hecht 

Chabad of Ulster County 
myrebetzin@yahoo.com 

Hospice is...

In your home 
In your nursing home or hospital 
Wherever you need us

Ask us if it’s time
HVHospice.org / (845) 240-7555

mailto:myrebetzin@yahoo.com
http://www.mhwealth.com
http://www.hvhospice.org
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One of the names of Rosh Hashana, is Yom Teruah, the day of 
the blowing of the shofar.
There are many customs and mitzvos to be done on Rosh 
Hashana, but the most important of them all is to hear the 
sounds of the shofar blowing. 
The broken sounds of the shofar are like stifled sobs and 
groans, piercing the heart; they break the heart with remorse 
for our past failings.... The sound of the Shofar represents the 
cry from the depths of a Jewish soul, which yearns to return to 
Hashem through Teshuva.
A parable from Rabbi Israel Baal Shem Tov:
A King had an only son, the apple of his eye. The King 
wanted his son to master different fields of knowledge and to 
experience various cultures, so he sent him to a far-off country, 
supplied with a generous quantity of silver and gold. Far away 
from home, the son squandered all the money until he was 
left completely destitute. In his distress he resolved to return 
to his father's house and after much difficulty, he managed to 
arrive at the gate of the courtyard to his father's palace.
In the passage of time, he had actually forgotten the language 
of his native country, and he was unable to identify himself 
to the guards. In utter despair he began to cry out in a loud 
voice, and the King, who recognized the voice of his son, 
went out to him and brought him into the house, kissing him 
and hugging him.
The meaning of the parable: The King is G-d. The prince 
is the Jewish people, who are called "Children of G-d" 
(Deuteronomy 14:1). The King sends a soul down to this 
world in order to fulfill the Torah and mitzvot. However, the 
soul becomes very distant and forgets everything to which 
it was accustomed to above, and in the long exile it forgets 
even its own "language." So it utters a simple cry to its Father 
in Heaven. This is the blowing of the shofar, a cry from deep 
within, expressing regret for the past and determination for 
the future. This cry elicits G-d’s mercies, and He demonstrates 
His abiding affection for His child and forgives him.
Please make your holiday arrangements to hear the Shofar 
blowing. If you know of someone who cannot make it to 
synagogue, please let us know, so we can try and make 
arrangements for them to hear the blowing of the shofar.
Wishing you all a happy, healthy & sweet New Year!

Rabbi Y. Yitzhak Hecht 

Message from  
Rabbi Y. Yitzhak Hecht

Chabad of Ulster County 
office@ulstercounty.org

The Holiday of Sukkos is the Holiday that immediately 
approaches after the High Holidays. There are actually TWO 
special Mitzvos on Sukkot! One is to eat in the Sukkah, and 
the second one is the Mitzvah of the “Arba Minim-the Four 
Species.”

The 4 species are the etrog which is a citron fruit, the lulav 
is a palm branch from a palm tree, the hadassim is the 
myrtle branch, and the aravot is a willow branch. We put 
them together & shake them in all directions to show Gd is 
everywhere. 

The Medrash (Vayikra Rabbah 30:12) tells us that the arba 
minim (Four Species) that we use during the holiday of 
Sukkos represent four kinds of Jews. The etrog which has a 
beautiful smell and taste, symbolizes one who learns Torah 
and performs the mitzvos; the lulav has no smell, but a 
wonderful taste that symbolizes the Jew who studies Torah 
but does not do mitzvos; the hadassim have a wonderful smell 
and no taste and symbolize the Jew who does mitzvot but 
does not study Torah; and the aravot which has no taste and 
no smell symbolizes one who has neither Torah nor mitzvos. 

The mitzvah of the 4 Species cannot be performed without 
the inclusion of all four species. The Mitzvah of the 4 Species 
is to take all 4 types of Jews and bring them together. Even 
though we are all different, and on different levels of Torah 
observance, we are all part of one unit, and each of us IS 
important & necessary. 

The holiday of Sukkos teaches us unity. In the word unity, U is 
before I, think of others before yourself. May we do our part 
and truly be blessed with a year of unity and love.

Wishing you all a Shana Tovah, 
Rabbi AB Itkin

Message from  
Rabbi AB Itkin

Chabad of Ulster County 
abitkin@gmail.com

mailto:office@ulstercounty.org
mailto:abitkin@gmail.com
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The Jewish New Year begins with 3 ½ weeks of Holidays, 
beginning with serious, introspective and solemn days and 
ending with great joy and happiness. 

It is imperative that we find times during these Holidays to 
include the children in the Holiday atmosphere, and think of 
ways to make the Holidays more meaningful for our children 
as well.

At the Dr. Cy Gruberg Hebrew School we strive to make 
learning fun and hands-on. If you would like more information 
about the Dr. Cy Gruberg Hebrew School, please reach out to 
me at Binie@ChabadUlsterCounty.org.

Sukkot commemorates the way the Jews travelled in the 
desert during their 40 year journey to the Holy Land.

It celebrates the way in which G-d protected the Jews under 
difficult desert conditions. G-d surrounded and protected the 
Jews with seven clouds of Glory.

The Sukkah hut that we build on the Holiday of Sukkos 
resembles these Clouds of Glory.

Wishing you all a Shana Tova,  
a happy, healthy, sweet New Year.

Reb. Binie Itkin 

Message from  
Reb. Binie Itkin

Chabad of Ulster County 
binieitkin@gmail.com

As we are approaching the high holidays, I was thinking about 
the significance of the name Rosh Hashanah which means 
the "head" of the year. Seemingly, it would have been more 
appropriate to name it the "beginning" of the year or New 
Year. When we think about what the function of the head is to 
the body then we can understand the reason we name it this 
way. The head is the life force behind every organ and directs 
the exact vitality that each and every organ needs in order to 
function. So too, Rosh Hashanah comprises within itself the 
vitality of all the days of the forthcoming year. Every day is 
included in it in a potential form and eventually their vitality 
branches out into individual days and becomes apparent.

It may be assumed that this is one of the reasons why we have 
been earnestly urged to be exceedingly vigilant in cherishing 
time on Rosh HaShanah — for the hours and the minutes of 
these days are comprehensive; they are superior to those of 
the rest of the year not only in quantity, but also in quality, 
like the tissue of the brain in comparison with the other 
physical organs.

As understood from the analogy between the head and 
the organs of the body: When is a person healthy? When 
the vitality centered in his head is intact and channeled to 
each organ according to its nature. The same is true of the 
observance of Rosh HaShanah. These days should be fitting 
to their spiritual position as the head of the entire year. 
Moreover, they should be connected with the ensuing days of 
the year, imbuing them with the vitality that stems from the 
acceptance of G d’s sovereignty, in the study of Torah and in 
the fulfillment of the mitzvos.

With much blessing for a happy, 
healthy and sweet new year!

Rabbi Mendy Karczag

Message from  
Rabbi Mendy Karczag

Chabad of Woodstock
rabbi@jewishwoodstock.org 

mailto:binieitkin@gmail.com
mailto:rabbi@jewishwoodstock.org
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On Rosh Hashanah it is customary to eat foods with symbolic 
importance.  For most of the foods, the symbolism lies in 
the name of the food but  when it comes to pomegranates, 
however, the symbolism lies in the fruit itself. By eating the 
pomegranate, we express our wish for a year filled with as 
many merits as a pomegranate has seeds. 

There is a  verse that teaches us that even the most “empty” 
among  Israel  are full of  mitzvahs, like a pomegranate is full 
of seeds. Every single Jew is filled with so many mitzvos and 
good deeds regardless of how it may seem externally. 
That brings us to a deeper reason for eating pomegranates 
on  Rosh Hashanah. Through eating this symbolic fruit, 
we express our prayer to  Gd  that when He judges us, He 
shouldn’t look at our outer “peels,” our external actions and 
appearances, which may at times not have been up to par. 
Instead, we pray that he only look at our inner intentions and 
our true desire to do good and be connected with Him.
Of course, we can and should also practice this in our own 
lives, always focusing on the best in others. May we merit a 
year of many blessings and mitzvahs—as many as the seeds 
of the pomegranate!

Have a happy sweet new year!

Rebbetzin Shaindy Karczag

Message from Rebbetzin  
Shaindy Karczag 

Chabad of Woodstock
shaidyoster@gmail.com  

As the High Holy Days approach, I would like to share 
a very personal message with our Ulster County Jewish 
Community. This will be my 34th and final High Holy Days 
at the Woodstock Jewish Congregation. I will be retiring at 
the end of June, 2022. 

When I came to Woodstock for my first High Holy Day 
services in 1988, I was a young student rabbi, and the WJC 
had been around for only 2 years. I drove up to the area 
one weekend a month to what was at the time a very small 
“start-up” community, just beginning to establish itself. In 
the intervening years we were able to grow into a thriving 
fulltime congregation, with a beautiful building and grounds. 
Hundreds of children have been named or become Bar and 
Bat Mitzvah in our sanctuary. And these days I have the 
indescribable joy of naming some of their children, and 
welcoming a new generation into the Jewish People. We have 
traveled to Israel numerous times. We have built relationships 
with other houses of worship in Ulster County, and worked 
for racial justice and immigrant rights. We have done our best 
to walk our talk of inclusion, welcoming newcomers and never 
allowing financial concerns to prevent anyone from joining 
in our activities. We have comforted one another through 
countless deaths and struggles. And we have always filled our 
lungs and our hearts with song and joy. Our name is Kehillat 
Lev Shalem, the Congregation of a Full Heart, and we live up 
to that label. I’m proud beyond words to be associated with 
this fine community.

Now the WJC will begin to chart its course without me. I 
have confidence that our community will continue to thrive 
with their next rabbi. The synagogue website, www.wjcshul.
org, will be regularly updated with news about the transitions 
ahead. As for me, I don’t know what life holds in store for me 
in the coming years, but I sure am excited to explore all the 
possibilities that may emerge. I have been blessed beyond 
measure to have been associated with the WJC for 34 years, 
and am a better person for it. My cup overflows.

May you all be inscribed for a sweet and healthy year, L’shana 
Tova Tikateivu,

Rabbi Jonathan Kligler

Message from  
Rabbi Jonathan Kligler

Woodstock Jewish Congregation
 rabbijonathan@wjcshul.org 

Email: gmiller1931@gmail.comEmail: gmiller1931@gmail.com

mailto:shaidyoster@gmail.com
mailto:rabbijonathan@wjcshul.org
mailto:gmiller1931@gmail.com
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Are we just going to go back to the way things were?
G-D gave us a reset. G-D hit the rest button hard. Our lives 
were upended. Things we took for granted were just gone. We 
always said we wanted more down time, now we had more 
than we knew what to with.

I’m not going to pretend to know why G-D did this. For 
some of us this was beyond painful, and we’ve suffered some 
devastating losses. But the question for us is... As things start 
to go back to “normal”, will we just go back to living the way 
we were pre-pandemic? Or will we be more intentional about 
it? Will we just fall back into our old habits? Or can we tell 
ourselves that we’ve learned new ways of living? Are there 
some things that we can take from the past 18 months and 
integrate them as we return to “normal living”?

Can we take those feelings that became so real, who and what 
is most important to us, and keep those in our minds, and 
have them change our behaviors?

Kabbalah contrasts the yin and yang of the Jewish calendar 
year. Explaining that the spring holidays of Passover & 
Shavuot are G-D reaching out to us. G-D takes us out of 
Egypt, G-D gives us the Torah. While the fall holidays of 
Ellul, Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Simchat Torah are us 
reaching out to G-D. We approach the king in the field, we 
crown G-D as king, we ask for forgiveness, we complete and 
restart the Torah.

Kabbalah stresses that real change, lasting change, must 
come from within. It must come from us. It must come 
from intentional contemplation. It must come with our own 
resolve to change. When things are imposed from above, the 
change may be greater, more drastic, beyond what we think is 
possible. But if we want it to last, it must come from us.
Let’s commit to making this year a better year, a year unlike 
any we’ve ever seen, a year of lasting change. The kind of 
change that we want in our lives, and the kind that G-D will be 
proud of. Changes of prioritizing what is important, changes 
of not assuming what we are capable of, but rather defining it, 
lasting changes in our relationships with our loved ones and 
with G-D.

Shanah Tovah uMetukah.

Message from  
Rabbi Moshe Plotkin

Chabad of New Paltz  
plotkinm@newpaltz.edu           

Building 
Community 

for over 
40 years

plotkinm@newpaltz.edu
http://www.thecopyhut.com
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It has been a harrowing year. The pandemic has been difficult 
for each of us, our children, our families, and the front line 
workers who have cared for and sustained us throughout. The 
pandemic has been difficult and the pandemic has challenged 
the very fabric of our synagogue communities. At CEHV we 
worked tirelessly to prioritize safety while continuing to make 
our vibrant programming virtually available to our members 
and the community at large.

CEHV has held outdoor services throughout the summer 
and is planning to be together in our beautiful synagogue 
beginning Yamim Ha-Noraim, the Days of Awe. We will of 
course be observing the necessary safety precautions of 
masking, social distancing, and using HEPA filters throughout 
our sanctuary, and we will offer a livestream option for all who 
choose to worship with us virtually. For those who would 
like to join us, please go to our website CEHV.org or call the 
synagogue office (845) 338-4271 to reserve your place for 
the High Holidays. Our doors are open and we welcome you 
to our synagogue.

Many are mindful that even as things normalize, we are in a 
very different place than we were a year ago. This is certainly 
the case for Congregation Emanuel. 

As we send you greetings for a safe, sweet, and spiritual New 
Year we are more than excited to share with you that our 
CEHV staff has grown and changed. Joining me and our 
wonderful cantorial soloist Alexandra Schleuderer, is our new 
director of the Zimet Religious School Jonathan Billig and 
our wonderful rabbinic intern Jack Sherrat. We are thrilled 
to be meeting the New Year with a robust, talented, diverse, 
young, energized team.

Alexandra Schleuderer is an accomplished, versatile soprano 
soloist who acquired extensive experience in opera and 
choral work prior to returning home to join the clergy team at 
CEHV. Alexandra is presently a student in Aleph’s Davvenen’ 
Leadership Training Institute as she focuses on her passion 
for sacred music, uplifting community, and inspiring 
participation.

Jonathan Billig is an outdoor environmental educator who 
specializes in Jewish Education. He focuses on nature, science 
and environmental education while integrating generous 
doses of contemplative practice and social justice work. With 
his energy, perspective, and experience he is shaping and 
leading the re-opening of our Jewish learning experience with 
a new curriculum. Registration is open and we welcome your 
children to join our learning adventure.

Jack Sherratt will be joining CEHV throughout the 5782 
calendar year. Jack is a rising 3rd year rabbinical student at 
HUC-JIR. Prior to beginning rabbinical school Jack worked 
as a psychotherapist specializing in advocacy for LGBTQ 
homeless youth. Among his other commitments this year 
Jack will also be working with the CEHV Food Access and 
Equity Initiative. We are so excited to be welcoming Jack, 
with his wisdom and his warmth, as part of our clergy team.

This talented diverse team tells you a little about who we 
are at CEHV. We pride ourselves on our sense of continuity 
together with our passion for welcoming and embracing 
transformation for the future.

Congregation Emanuel is proud to be the Reform 
Congregation of Kingston. It seems that the world outside 
of Kingston has recently discovered what we at CEHV have 
always known; Kingston is an extraordinary place to be, 
and within this extraordinary place Congregation Emanuel 
of the Hudson Valley offers a spiritual, vibrant, authentic, 
committed, inclusive community. 

Our doors and our hearts are open.

Blessings for a safe, meaningful, and joyous inscription,
Rabbi Yael

Message from Rabbi Yael Romer, DD
Congregation Emanuel of the Hudson Valley

RabbiYael@cehv.org

mailto:rabbiyael@cehv.org
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I don’t know about you folks, I am feeling a little bit worn—
emotionally, physically and spiritually. It’s been quite a time 
since March 2020, hasn’t it? I have been tested. My patience, 
what was an endless capacity for solitude and watching 
movies, friendships, spiritual resources… all have been 
tested.

And then came a respite. I was so grateful to be back out in the 
world, officiating a bat mitzvah with friends and congregants, 
back in our beautiful Kerhonkson Synagogue sanctuary.  And 
then, like a shock wave, the delta variant arrived, and then 
breakthrough cases and then more spreading infection.

I felt the earth shift beneath my feet, what was sure, was no 
longer so sure.

And I called to mind one of our morning blessings: “Blessed 
is the One who stretches the earth over the waters.”

Wait, I sometimes think when I read it. Water under the 
land, is that even true? My mind spins off questioning; What 
is the center of the earth even made of? Is there rock under 
the water under the land? It can go on or I might stop and 
consider; What if rather than tying myself in knots to ascertain 
the geological accuracy of this blessing, what if I were to sit 
with the blessing as it is?  I sit and breathe and feel the earth 
beneath my feet, strong, solid, supporting, and steadfast. And 
then I consider water beneath all that certainty. Flowing, fluid 
water, on which the earth is floating, or rocking, gently. And I 
let go of certainty and for that moment it’s OK.

The month of Elul begins the Jewish process of preparing for 
the Days of Awe, our High Holidays. In Elul we are invited 
to spend time in contemplation. To reflect on how we have 
been over the year since we took down the Sukkah. How 
have we lived with humans and with the earth and all that is 
in it?  Where are we in relation to the true North on our moral 
compass, have we strayed, and if so, where and against whom 
or Whom? 

And then the calendar pages turn to Rosh Hashanah, the 10 
days of Repentance and Yom Kippur. Our tradition asks us 
to allow the earth to shift beneath our feet, again. To become 
aware of the living waters beneath the land that cause the 
shifts, to welcome the change and yes even invite it.

As I begin a spiritual accounting, I might become aware of 
unskilled interactions between myself and others, and I must 
address those. Those relationships won’t be the same and 
in ways I can’t predict. All ripples from moments in which I 
thought the earth was firm and I was right. 

I continue and allow myself to reflect on when my actions 
and words were far from holy, or when might I have come 
closer to holiness? This too I must address on Yom Kippur, 
and again, I will be changed, and, please G-d, cleansed by the 
living waters beneath the ground of my certainty.

This High Holiday season, I hope you will take time to reflect 
and allow unvarnished truths to arise.  And when those 
truth arise, address them as our tradition urges; through 
confession and resetting of intention. Reach out and call 
friends and not-friends, forgive and be forgiven. And when 
you feel uncertain about your way, call out again; this time for 
help, for lovingkindness, for compassion, for ease. Call out in 
confusion, because what was certain is no longer so. In doing 
so a crack opens in the heart of hearts, a crack that is where, in 
the words of Leonard Cohen z”l, “The light comes in”. 

May the new year 5782 find us cleansed, illuminated, changed 
and moving towards wholeness. 

L’shanah tova tikatevu - 
may you (each) be inscribed

for a year of goodliness.   
Reb Sally

Message from Reb Sally Shore-Wittenberg
The Kerhonkson Synagogue

shorewit@verizon.net 

mailto:shorewit@verizon.net
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Some time ago, I received a phone call from a person (not 
a member of my congregation) asking me if I would write a 
letter for her and her children indicating that it is against her 
religion to be vaccinated.  I asked her which religion was hers.  
In a somewhat affronted tone she said, “Jewish, of course. 
Why else would I call a rabbi?” I explained that I would 
explain to her why I could not only never write such a letter, 
but that Jewish values called for very definite diligence when 
it comes to vaccinations, especially when the public health 
is at stake. But before I could explain why I opined this, she 
hung up on me. Perhaps she has become a member of a less 
medically astute faith group.

In Talmud, we have many examples of medically relevant 
questions, such as when an individual with certain conditions 
should or should not fast on Yom Kippur.  The answer is 
almost always “ask the mumchim (experts).” In other words, 
“I’m a rabbi, not a physician.  Go get a state-of-the-art medical 
opinion!” Jewish Law follows the facts, the science, and it 
always has.  Any denomination that does not follow this 
tradition should perhaps re-study their gemarrah.

It is not just regarding any particular individual’s condition 
that state-of-the-art medical science applies.  It is a community 
matter, especially when the health of the entire community 
stands in the balance.  Some have complained that the 
opinions of the experts keep changing.  How could they not?  
We have an ever-changing set of facts that we are dealing 
with.  Only God knows the whole deal. Human beings, even 
the “mumchimiest” of the mumchim can only opine the best 
course based upon the best available, and mutating facts. 
(Yes, facts as well as viruses can mutate; this is a large part of 
what is happening to us…)

We have several important principles in our heritage that it 
behooves us to heed. “All Israel is responsible for one another.”  
Also “Israel is a nation of priests, a light to the nations.” Also 
“Treat the foreigner as if one of you.”  To me, these precepts 
imply a strong mandate to be vaccinated and to encourage 
general vaccination. This, to me, is the Jewish position on the 
matter.

We are about to gather in very large groups to celebrate the 
Days of Awe.  In my opinion, a sin that we would have to 
repent this year and next would be to show up in such a crowd 
without a vaccination, and without a mask.

Message from Rabbi Bill Strongin
Ahavat Achim Jewish Congregation of New Paltz

billstrongin@gmail.com   

mailto:billstrongin@gmail.com
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It seems that no matter when Rosh Hashanah arrives on 
the secular calendar it’s always either too early or so late; no 
matter how much we prepare it never feels like we’ve done 
enough, or done the right things, and we arrive at services 
happy to see family and friends but unsure how to navigate 
the feelings that arise.

The words of the prayers and the melodies we sing are meant 
to help us search inside to remember both the good things 
we have accomplished in the last year as well as the ways we 
have missed the mark and failed to live up to our hopes and 
expectations for ourselves.

We don’t have to believe in a literal “Book of Life” that opens 
on Rosh Hashanah, or a Divine hand that chooses who 
will live and who will die in the coming year to recognize 
that it’s true that some lives are long and full and others are 
cut short, that accidents and wars happen, that buildings 
collapse, floods, fires, and new illnesses take lives, and that 
human beings are fully capable of denying how our industries 
and demand for new products have brought us to the point 
of irreversible change to the climate that imperils life for all 
beings on earth.

This coming year is a year of shmita, the seventh year when 
Torah (Exodus 23:10-11) instructs the people who live in 
our land to let the land lie fallow, not to plant and care for 
crops but to eat only what they have saved and preserved and 
what grows naturally.

Most of us are not farmers (although many of us buy food 
from local farms and CSAs), so what does shmita mean for 
us? 

We know how good we feel when we have enjoyed a restful 
Shabbat with family and friends, or spent time doing 
something that feeds our spirits: on a hike, in a museum, 
playing a sport, listening to music, taking a class or learning a 
skill for the joy of a new experience.

In the coming shmita year, why not try to find ways to 
experience that peace and joy more often? 

One of the meanings of the word shmita is “to let go of.” We 
could decide we have enough things, and enjoy what we have 
without mindlessly purchasing more. We could review what 
we own and let go of things we have stopped using, passing 
them on to others who will use and enjoy them.

We could let go of the need to always be busy, doing, creating, 
and striving and commit to giving ourselves the gift of 
quietness, of pleasure, of introspection, to recognizing what 
is important in our lives and putting those things at the top 
of our lists.

In the coming year, may we all find ways to more often change 
from “human doing” to “human being.”

Message from Rabbi Ellen K. Triebwasser
Rabbi Ellen Triebwasser is a member of the 

Woodstock Jewish Congregation

Please support our advertisers. 
Their support helps defray the cost of the newsletters.

Become an advertiser… reasonable rates:
Contact info@ucjf.org  845-338-8131 

mailto:info@ucjf.org
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RECIPE FROM REB. BINIE ITKIN  
EDIBLE SUKKAHS

•  10 chocolate flavored wafers (or graham crackers)
 long thin pretzels
•  2 bars of your favorite non dairy chocolate
•  10 apple flavored green sour belts
•  marshmallow fluff
•  1 etrog shaped yellow candy

1. Use the marshmallow fluff to ‘glue’ 4 wafers together for 
the back wall, and two for each
side wall. Then form the front using three wafers.

2. Using the pretzels as beams, carefully place them on top 
of your sukkah structure.

3. You are now ready to put on the leafy roof, or schach. Lay 
the sour belts over the pretzels.

4. For the tabletop, leave 4 squares of chocolate attached. 
For the table legs, use individual
squares of chocolate, ‘glued’ on with marshmallow fluff.

5. Cut a green sourbelt to make 1 longer and 2 shorter 
pieces and fashion into a lulav. Put this next to the etrog 
candy and place it on the table in the sukkah.

RECIPE FROM  
REBBETZIN SHAINDY KARCZAG 
ROSH HASHANA POMEGRANATE 
COLESLAW

•  1 14oz. bag coleslaw
•  1 Granny Smith apple, julienned
•  2 scallions, sliced
•  1/3 cup pomegranate seeds
•  1/4 cup grapeseed oil
•  2 tbsp lemon juice
•  1 tbsp honey
•  2 tsp whole grain mustard (with mustard seeds)
•  salt, to taste
•  freshly ground black pepper, to taste

Directions:
1.  Combine coleslaw, apple matchsticks, pomegranate 
seeds and scallions.

2.  In a separate bowl, whisk together the oil, vinegar, honey 
and mustard.

3.  Pour the dressing over the salad and mix gently to 
combine.

4.  Season with salt and pepper.

Recipe credits:Chabad.org

HOLIDAY RECIPES
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May it be written and may it be sealed 
that you have a New Year that brings

Fulfilment and Happiness
Peace and Prosperity 

5782 5782

Congregation Agudas Achim
Shula & Eli Aizer & Family

Amy & Yale Barash
Iris Werbalowsky Barten & Ten Barten

Susan & Eli Basch 
Susan L. Berger & Family 

Howie & Barbara Blas & Family 
Bob & Pat Brakman

Dr. Mel & Mrs. Susan Burchman
Chabad of Ulster County

Rabbi Mendy & Shaindy Karczag,  
Chabad of Woodstock
Barbara & Joe Cohen

Paul R. & Carol H.P. Cooper
Donna & David Drimer 

Lois Goland & Jeff Farber
Sandra & Burt Feit
Sheila M. Fishman

Brenda, Jason, Alex, Julia  
& Eliot David Fletcher

The Fliegler Family
Dotty & Roy Freeman & family

Felice Gasool
Patricia Gerbarg, MD

Beth Cohen, Pen, Joshua & Jason Gerow

Sandi Giordano
Carmel Gold & Family
Ned & Lucy Goldfarb

RonDavid & Carol SuperGold
Arlene Gould 

Joyce, Robert, Josh & Jordan Greenough
Sloane & Glenn Grubard & Family

Rabbi Y. Yitzhak & Leah Hecht & Family
Merle & Frank Hess

Tamar Opler & Lionel Heyman
Susan & Steve Hirsch

Richard & Francesca Husted
Rabbi AB & Binie Itkin & Family

Elaine Jaffe
Marilyn D. Janow in memory of  

Ira Janow, PhD
Suzanne Friedman Jordan & Family 

Anita Kantor & Family
Jay & Janice Kaplan

Ronald Augustine & Eileen Katatsky
The Kerhonkson Synagogue

Jaime, Darren, Benjamin & Anna Klein
Toby Krawitz 

Andrew & Louise Lefkovits 
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May it be written and may it be sealed 
that you have a New Year that brings

Fulfilment and Happiness
Peace and Prosperity 

5782 5782

Ellen & Howard Leifer & Family
Aaron, Elle & Oona Alta Levit

Noah, Joelle & Aviva Tova Levit
Gail S. Levy

Judy & Jon Lewis
Joyce, Ross & Erica Lieblich

Barry Liepshutz
Marc & Ellen Luksberg & Family

Joel & Ruth Mandelbaum
Stacy, Greg, Nathaniel & Asher Mapstone

The Markiewicz Family
Sandy Mehl

Nancy & Joe Michaels
Harriet & Geoffrey Miller 

Wendy Wolfenson, Stephen Molmed & Family
Bette & Stan Nitzky

Desirée & Dennis O'Clair & Eliot Addams
Lindsay Kaplan, Wyatt & Kevin Pearson

Carl & Judy Polinsky & Family
Cindy & Glenn Pomerantz

The Povill Family
Skit Rabbino

Mr. and Mrs. Marc N. Reuben
Barbara & Randy Rissman

Marilyn Rosen 
Evelyn & David Rosenthal 

Fonda Rothblatt
Abbie & Steve Schiff

Rhona, Jeremy & Marc Schiffres 
Myra & Jerry Schwartz & Family

Wyatt Mordecai Pearson & Levi Jaxon Schwind 
Cornelia Seckel

Stone Ridge Electric
Hugh Straus
Leone Straus 

Fredericka Taylor
Ward & Jane Todd
Joe & Avis Toochin

Lorraine & Ira Trast 
Rabbi Ellen & Judge Jonah Triebwasser

The Extended Tuchman Tribe  
Marta Waterman

Gabrielle Kleinmann & Philip Weiss
India Ruby Wilkes, Willow Shi Qing Wilkes  

& Dahlia Fan Qing Wilkes 
The Williams & Worthman Families

Phyllis & Ron Wolfield
Sharon & Arnie Zepel
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Chabad of New Paltz  
10 S. Oakwood Terrace

New Paltz, New York 12561 
845-255-1891

Rabbi Moshe Plotkin
plotkinm@newpaltz.edu 

The highlight will be Shofar & Tashlich by the River
Tuesday September 7 ...............................................................6pm
Back by popular demand, and to follow up on last year’s as-
tounding success. We will once again have an abridged service at 
the scenic overlook on Main Street by the Wallkill River.
 
Outdoors, short and beginner friendly.
Perfect for first time service goers and/or those still not ready to 
join indoor services.
 
Selichot August 28 .............................................................. 1:03am
@ Jewish Midnight Saturday Night – 
(Technically Sunday Morning)
 
Rosh Hashanah
Rosh Hashanah Evening Monday, September 6 
(in the Student Union on SUNY Campus)
Holiday Services ....................................................................7:30pm
Holiday Dinner ......................................................................8:00pm 
 
Tuesday September 7 
(in the Student Union on SUNY Campus)
Services  .................................................................................. 9:00am
Shofar Blowing ......................................................................12noon
Kiddush ...................................................................................2:00pm
Afternoon service ..................................................................2:30pm
Tashlich at the Gunk .............................................................3:00pm
               
Tuesday Evening September 7 (@ Chabad)
Holiday Services ....................................................................8:00pm
 
Wednesday September 8 (@ Chabad)
Services ................................................................................... 9:00am
Shofar Blowing ......................................................................12noon
Kiddush ..................................................................................2:00 pm
Lunch .......................................................................................2:30pm
 
Yom Kippur (@ Chabad) Wednesday September 15  
Pre fast meal (students only) ..............................................6:15pm  
Kol Nidrei  ..............................................................................7:00pm
 

Thursday September 16
Morning Services .................................................................. 9:00am 
Afternoon Services ...............................................................5:00pm
Neilah .....................................................................................6:00 pm
Break Fast ...............................................................................7:45 pm
 
Sukkoth by RSVP only 
Monday & Tuesday Evenings September 20 & 21
Services ...................................................................................7:30pm 
Dinner .....................................................................................8:00pm
 
Tuesday & Wednesday Sept 21st & 22nd
Services .................................................................................10:30am 
Lunch .......................................................................................1:00pm
 
Friday, September 24 Shabbat in the Hut  
Services ...................................................................................7:15pm
Dinner .....................................................................................8:00pm
 
Simchat Torah Warm-ups Monday September 27 
Dinner & Dancing ...............................................................7:30 pm  
 
Tuesday September 28 All-Out-Bash 
Dinner & Dancing ................................................................8:00pm
 
Wednesday, September 29 
Restart the Torah ..............................................................11:00 am. 

High Holiday Schedule of Services 5782

mailto:plotkinm@newpaltz.edu
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High Holiday Schedule of Services 5782

Chabad of Woodstock
60 Witchtree Road

Woodstock, New York 12498
845-684-0418

www.jewishwoodstock.org
rabbi@jewishwoodstock.org

Rabbi Mendy Karczag 

All our services will be taking place outdoors at the Chabad 
Tent. Please RSVP at www.JewishWoodstock.org/RSVP so we 
can properly accommodate you. All are welcome to a warm and 
friendly traditional service. No affiliation necessary, Hebrew/
English prayer books will be provided.

Rosh Hashanah, Monday, September 6
Light Candles ........................................................................7:03 pm
Evening Services ...................................................................7:15 pm
Followed by a Community Rosh Hashanah Dinner
Please RSVP www.JewishWoodstock.org/RSVP 

Tuesday, September 7
Morning Services ...............................................................10:00 am
Shofar Sounding .................................................................11:30 am
Followed by a Gourmet Kiddush
Mincha & Tashlich Services at the Stream by Chabad - Follow-
ing the Kiddush
Light Candles  after 8:01 pm (Kindle from a pre-existing flame)

Wednesday, September 8
Morning Services ...............................................................10:00 am
Shofar Sounding .................................................................11:30 am 
Followed by a Gourmet Kiddush
Holiday Ends .........................................................................7:59 pm

Yom Kippur, Wednesday, September 15
Light Candles & Fast Begins ..............................................6:47 pm
Kol Nidrei Services ..............................................................7:00 pm

Thursday, September 16
Morning Services ...............................................................10:00 am
Yizkor Memorial Service ..................................................12:00 pm
Afternoon Service & Neilah Closing Service ..................5:45pm                               
Fast Ends ................................................................................7:45 pm
Followed by a festive Break-the-Fast in honor of Mussia’s Birth-
day!

Sukkos
Please contact us at 845-684-0418 
or at JewishWoodstock.org/BuyLulav
To purchase a Sukkah or a Lulav & Esrog set.

Monday, September 20
Light Candles ........................................................................6:38 pm
Evening Services ...................................................................7:00 pm
Followed by a Holiday dinner in the Sukkah under the stars.
RSVP at JewishWoodstock.org/SukkahDinner

Tuesday, September 21
Morning Services ...............................................................10:00 am
Kiddush in the Sukkah ......................................................12:00 pm
Light Candles after ...............................................................7:36 pm 
(Kindle from a pre-existing flame)

Wednesday, September 22
Morning Services ...............................................................10:00 am
Kiddush in the Sukkah ......................................................12:00 pm
Holiday Ends .........................................................................7:34 pm

Thursday September 23
Pizza in the Hut ....................................................................5:00 pm
Join us for a Pizza & Wine Dinner in the Chabad Sukkah
RSVP at JewishWoodstock.org/Pizza

http://www.jewishwoodstock.org/BuyLulav
http://www.jewishwoodstock.org/Pizza
http://www.jewishwoodstock.org/RSVP
http://www.jewishwoodstock.org/SukkahDinner
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Congregation Agudas Achim 

Chabad of Ulster County 
254 Lucas Avenue Kingston, New York 12401

845-331-1176
www.ChabadUlsterCounty.org

Office@ChabadUlsterCounty.org
Facebook.com/ChabadUlsterCounty

Twitter.com/Chabad_UC
Instagram.com/Chabad_UC

Rabbi Yitzchok Hecht & Rabbi Ab Itkin
412-401-0238 

Bruce Tuchman & Howard Vichinsky Co-Presidents

• No Membership Fees or Tickets. 
   Your donation is greatly appreciated. 
• No Affiliation Necessary
• Traditional and Inspirational Services
• Hebrew/English Prayer-Books
• Warm and Family Friendly Atmosphere

If you would like to sponsor a kiddush, break-the-fast or Holi-
day meal, please contact our office at 845-331-1176 or Office@
ChabadUlsterCounty.org.

Do you know someone who is housebound or cannot make it 
to synagogue to hear the shofar? Please let us know, and we will 
try to visit them to blow the shofar for them on Rosh Hashana, 
so that they too can take part and enjoy this beautiful holiday!

Yizkor Memorial Booklet 
Memoralize your loved ones all year! 
Ensure your loved ones are remembered during the 4 yizkor 
services during the year; Yom Kippur, Sukkos, Passover and 
Shavuos.
To include the name/s in our community Yizkor Memorial 
booklet, please contact us for pricing and details at: Office@
ChabadUlsterCounty.org or call 845-331-1176.

1) Blessing for Friday-Night Shabbos Candles
Transliteration: BAH-ROOKH AH-TAH AH-DOH-NOI EH-
LOH-HAY-NOO MEH-LEKH HAH-OH-LAHM AH-SHER 
KI-DEH-SHAH-NOO BEH-MITZ-VOH-TAHV VEH-
TZEE-VAH-NOO LEH-HAHD-LIK NEHR SHEHL SHAH-
BAHT KOH-DEHSH.
Translation: Blessed are You, Lord our G d, King of the universe, 
who has sanctified us with His commandments, and command-
ed us to kindle the light of the holy Shabbat.

2) Blessing for Rosh Hashanah
Transliteration: BAH-ROOKH AH-TAH AH-DOH-NOI EH-
LOH-HAY-NOO MEH-LEKH HAH-OH-LAHM AH-SHER 
KI-DEH-SHAH-NOO BEH-MITZ-VOH-TAHV VEH-
TZEE-VAH-NOO LEH-HAHD-LIK NEHR SHEL YOHM 
HAH-ZI-KAH-ROHN
Translation: Blessed are You, L-rd, our G-d, King of the uni-
verse, who has sanctified us with His commandments and has 
commanded us to light the candle of the Day of Remembrance.

3) Blessing for Yom Kippur
Transliteration: BAH-ROOKH AH-TAH AH-DOH-NOI EH-
LOH-HAY-NOO MEH-LEKH HAH-OH-LAHM AH-SHER 
KI-DEH-SHAH-NOO BEH-MITZ-VOH-TAHV VEH-
TZEE-VAH-NOO LEH-HAHD-LIK NEHR SHEL YOHM 
HAH-KI-POO-RIM
Translation: Blessed are You, L-rd, our G-d, King of the uni-
verse, who has sanctified us with His commandments and has 
commanded us to kindle the Yom Kippur light.

4) Blessing for Sukkos & Simchas Torah Holiday Candles
Transliteration: BAH-ROOKH AH-TAH AH-DOH-NOI EH-
LOH-HAY-NOO MEH-LEKH HAH-OH-LAHM AH-SHER 
KI-DEH-SHAH-NOO BEH-MITZ-VOH-TAHV VEH-
TZEE-VAH-NOO LEH-HAHD-LIK NEHR SHEHL YOHM 
TOHV
Translation: Blessed are You, L-rd, our G-d, King of the uni-
verse, who has sanctified us with His commandments and has 
commanded us to light the candle of the Holiday.

5) Additional Second Blessing for All Holiday Candles
[Note: When reciting the following blessing on the second night 
of Rosh Hashanah, one should have in mind the new fruit which 
one will subsequently be eating after Kiddush.]
Transliteration: BAH-ROOKH AH-TAH AH-DOH-NOI EH-
LOH-HAY-NOO MEH-LEKH HAH-OH-LAHM SHEH-
HEH-KHEH-YAH-NOO VEH-KEE-MAH-NOO VE-HIH-
GEE-AH-NOO LIZ-MAHN HAH-ZEH
Translation: Blessed are You, Lord our G-d, King of the uni-
verse, who has granted us life, sustained us, and enabled us to 
reach this occasion.

http://www.chabadulstercounty.org
mailto:office@chabadulstercounty.org
https://www.facebook.com/ChabadUlsterCounty
https://www.twitter.com/Chabad_UC
https://www.instagram.com/Chabad_UC
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Rosh Hashanah 
Monday, September 6
Light Candles ........................................................................7:03 pm
Say Blessings 2 & 5
Evening Services ...................................................................7:00 pm
Followed by a Community Rosh Hashanah Dinner 
$25 per person, for more info. or to RSVP email: Office@
ChabadUlsterCounty.org

Tuesday, September 7
Morning Services ...............................................................10:00 am 
Shofar Sounding .................................................................11:45 am
Services followed by a kiddush in honor of Avraham Meir’s 
birthday.
Afternoon Service ................................................................6:00 pm
Followed by a Community Tashlich at Spring Lake & 
Reb. Leah’s Famous Honey Cake
Evening Services ...................................................................7:15 pm
Light Candles ...............................................................after 8:01 pm 
(Kindle from a pre-existing flame)
Say Blessings 2 & 5

Wednesday, September 8
Morning Services ...............................................................10:00 am
Shofar Sounding .................................................................11:45 am
Services followed by a kiddush in honor of Henny’s birthday.
Evening Services ...................................................................7:00 pm
Holiday Ends .........................................................................7:59 pm

Fast of Gedalya 
Thursday, September 9
Fast Begins ............................................................................  5:00 am
Fast Ends ...............................................................................  7:44 pm
Learn more @ ChabadUlsterCounty.org/TzomGedaliah

Shabbat Shuva
Friday, September 10
Light Shabbat Candles .......................................................  6:56 pm
Say Blessing 1
Evening Services ..................................................................  7:00 pm

Saturday, September 11
Morning Services ..............................................................  10:00 am
Includes Special Mention for 9-11
Service followed by Kiddush & Vegetarian Cholent
Shabbat Ends.........................................................................7:54 pm

For Men & Women looking to use the Mikvah in honor of the 
Holiday of Yom Kippur, please call our office at: 845-331-1176.

Yom Kippur 
Wednesday, September 15
Light Candles & Fast Begins  .............................................6:47 pm
Say Blessings 3 & 5
Kol Nidrei Services .............................................................  6:50 pm

Thursday, September 16
Morning Services ..........................................................      10:00 am
Yizkor Memorial Service ..............................................    12:15 pm
Afternoon Service & Neilah Closing Service ............      5:45 pm
Fast Ends  .............................................................................   7:45 pm
Followed by Break-the-Fast

Friday, September 17
All men are invited to join and help construct the community 
Sukkah and enjoy breakfast after the morning service at 8:00 am.

Shabbat Ha’azinu
Friday, September 17
Light Shabbat Candles  ......................................................  6:44 pm
Say Blessing 1
Evening Services ..................................................................  7:00 pm

Sukkos
To purchase a Sukkah or a Lulav & Esrog set,
please call Rabbi AB Itkin at 845-331-1176. 

Monday, September 20
Light Candles .......................................................................  6:38 pm
Say Blessings 4 & 5
Evening Services ..................................................................  6:45 pm
Services followed by Community Holiday dinner in the Sukkah 
under the stars.
$25 per person. For more info. or to RSVP for the Sukkos Holi-
day meal, email: Office@ChabadUlsterCounty.org

Tuesday, September 21
Morning Services ..............................................................  10:00 am
Services followed by a kiddush in the Sukkah
Light Candles  .....       after 7:36 pm (Kindle from a pre-existing 
flame)
Say Blessings 4 & 5
Evening Services ..................................................................  6:45 pm
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Wednesday, September 22
Morning Services ...............................................................10:00 am
Services followed by Kiddush in the Sukkah in honor of Meir’s 
birthday.
Evening Services ..................................................................  6:45 pm
Holiday Ends  .......................................................................  7:34 pm

Shabbos Chol Hamoed Sukkos
Friday, September 24
Light Shabbat Candles ........................................................6:31 pm
Say Blessing 1
Evening Services ..................................................................  6:40 pm

Saturday, September 25
Morning Services ..............................................................  10:00 am
Service followed by Kiddush & Vegetarian Cholent
Evening Services ..................................................................  6:40 pm
Shabbat Ends........................................................................  7:29 pm

Hoshana Rabbah
Monday, September 27
Morning Services ................................................................  8:00 am

Shenini Atzeret  & Simchat Torah 
Monday, September 27
Light Candles  .......................................................................6:26 pm
Say Blessings 4 & 5
Evening Services ..................................................................  6:30 pm
Followed by Israel Solidarity Hakafos

Tuesday, September 28
Morning Services ..............................................................  10:00 am
Yizkor Memorial Service .................................................  11:15 am
Services followed by kiddush in the Sukkah
Evening Services ..................................................................  6:30 pm
Followed by Hakafos – Dancing with Torahs & Holiday Meal
Light Candles  ..............................................................after 7:24 pm 
(Kindle from a pre-existing flame)
Say Blessings 4 & 5

Wednesday, September 29
Morning Service .................................................................10:00 am
Followed by Hakafos – Dancing with Torahs & Holiday Meal
Evening Services ..................................................................  6:30 pm
Holiday Ends ........................................................................  7:22 pm

Congregation Emanuel 
of the Hudson Valley

243 Albany Ave., Kingston, N.Y. 12401
Main office: 845-338-4271, ext. 101

admin@cehv.org
www.CEHV.org

Rabbi’s study: 845-338-4384, ext. 102
Rabbi Yael@cehv.org

Rabbi Yael Romer
Visiting Cantorial Soloist Alexandra Schleuderer

President Jeffrey Greenberg
Religious School Director Jonathan Billig

Congregation Emanuel of the Hudson Valley continues to follow 
CDC recommendations in regard to COVID-19 precautions to 
ensure the health and safety of our community.  For services and 
events we are able to hold in person, all participants are required 
to mask and maintain social distance between households, and 
help us facilitate contact tracing.

For more information on the following list of events or to learn 
more about Meditation, Parashat Shuvah, Kabbalah, or for Pri-
vate Conversion Tutorials or Adult B’nai Mitzvah by arrange-
ment, please call our main office at 845-338-4271 x 101.  As 
conditions may change, and events are subject to change, please 
contact us, or check our website - cehv.org for updates.

HIGH HOLY DAYS SCHEDULE FOR 2021/5782 - Please 
NOTE - RESERVATIONS NEEDED for IN PERSON ser-
vices.  Attendance to all indoor services will be by reserva-
tion only, please help us follow social distance guidelines, 
and facilitate contact tracing if needed. Or join us by lives-
tream anytime. 
Limited Seating Reservations contact admin@cehv.org or 
call 845-338-4271  

ALL LIVE SERVICES and our service archive will continue to 
be viewable on our website at https://cehv.org/livestream/   

ELUL OBSERVANCE OF SELICHOT RITUALS Beginning 
on August 13th until the New Year, join our livestream five min-
utes before Friday night services, when we will sound the shofar 
and share a contemplative moment to move us in teshuvah.

mailto:admin@cehv.org
http://www.cehv.org
mailto:rabbiyael@cehv.org
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Erev Selichot Saturday August 28 
(Virtual Service ONLY) .................................................... 7:00 PM

Erev Rosh Hashana Monday, September 6 
Early Service ............................................................ 5:30 – 6:45 PM                                                                           
Second Service ........................................................ 7:30 - 8:45 PM
Rabbi’s Sermon: “Tithing; Be the Change You Want to See in 
the World”.  

Rosh Hashana Tuesday September 7 
Early Service ...........................................................8:45 - 10:00 AM  
Second Service ....................................................10:45 - 12:00 PM  
Rabbi’s Sermon “B-Mitzvah, Celebrating All of our Children”.  
Tashlich (outdoors)  ... 2:00 PM in Kingston Rotary Point Park
 
Rosh Hashana Day 2 (outdoors) 
Wednesday September 8 .............................................. 10:00 AM
guided walking meditation at Poet’s Walk, 
Rhinebeck parking lot 
returning to the Gazebo for abbreviated service........ 11:30 AM   

Erev Yom Kippur Wednesday September 15
Early Service ............................................................ 5:30 – 6:45 PM                                          
Second Service .........................................................  7:30-8:45 PM 
Rabbi’s Sermon: “Imperfect and Worthy of Forgiveness”.  

Yom Kippur....................................Thursday September 16
Early Service ...........................................................8:45 - 10:00 AM  
Second Service ...................................................  10:45 - 12:00 PM  
Community Kavanaah Walk (outdoors)  .....................12:30 PM 
Rabbi’s Sermon: “A Gift for My Child”.  
Minchah  ..................................................................... 3:30-4:15 PM
Yizkor ..........................................................................  4:30-5:15 PM
Neilah  ......................................................................... 5:45-7:00 PM
Havdalah ..............................................................................  7:02 PM

Sukkah building Saturday, September 18  ...............12:30PM  
Sukkot Community celebration -details to follow  
Erev Sukkot Virtual Community Meal, 
Monday, September 20 ............................................6:00PM
join in for songs and community, while dining at home.

Sukkot Festival morning service 
Tuesday, September 21  ................................................ 10:00AM
to be held in the Sukkah (weather permitting). 

Simchat Torah—Hakkafot Service, Tuesday September 28
 Tot Shabbat service  ...........................................................  5:30PM 
Hakkafot and Consecration ............................................... 6:00PM

Jewish Congregation of New Paltz 
Synagogue / Sanctuary 

8 Church Street New Paltz, NY 12561
845-255-9817

www.jewishcongregationofnewpaltz.org
billstrongin@gmail.com

mailing address JCNP 
PO Box 577 New Paltz, New York 12561

Rabbi Bill Strongin 
President Marc Schain 

Rosh Hashanah
Eve Monday, September 6 ................................................7:00pm 
(Shul) Members and family only for in-person service

1st Morning Tuesday, September 7 ...................................10am 
(Shul) Members and family only for in-person service.
Children’s Service  ..........11am-12:00pm (Community Center) 

2nd Morning Wednesday, September 8 ..........................  10am
 (Shul) This service is open for anybody to participate in person. 
Tashlich will be on an individual basis. There is no luncheon this 
year. 

Yom Kippur
Evening (Kol Nidre) 
Wednesday, September 15  .......6:00pm (Shul) Members and 
family only for in-person service. 

Yom Kippur Morning 
Thursday, September 16 .......................................................10am 
(Shul) Members and family only for in-person service. 
Children’s Service  ..........11am-12:00pm (Community Center) 
Jonah & Yom Kippur Afternoon .......................................  5:30pm 
(Shul) Members and family only for in-person service. 
Yizkor & Neilah Monday ....................................................  6:15pm 
(Shul) Members and family only for in-person service. 

Succoth Sukkah Celebration 
Sunday, September 19 ..........................................................11 am
(day before Erev Sukkot at Community Center) 

Simchat Torah Service 
Friday, September 24 ........................................................7:30 pm
(four days early at shul) 

http://www.jewishcongregationofnewpaltz.org
mailto:billstrongin@gmail.com
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Kerhonkson Synagogue

Congregation Tiferet Yehuda V’Yisrael
26 Minnewaska Trail Kerhonkson, New York 12466 

845-626-7260
kerhonksonsynagogue.org

shorewit@verizon.net
Rabbi Sally Shore Wittenberg

president governed by our synagogue board
Goldie Goldberg thousanddances@yahoo.com

Glenn Pomerantz gapfef@yahoo.com 

Please be aware 
Ulster County rules regarding masking and serving food 

may change during the Fall Season. 
Please check our website f

or the most up to date information
Kerhonksonsynagogue.org

Rosh Hashanah
Erev Rosh Hashanah 
Monday, September 6 ........................................................7:00pm
(in-person & Zoom)

Rosh Hashanah Day 1, Tuesday, September 7 
Contemplative Songs of Praise ..................... 9:30am to 10:20am
to completion of service  
Kiddish will follow Service
Tashlich and Shofar sounding by the River will follow Kiddush

Rosh Hashanah Day 2; Wednesday, September 8 
Contemplative Songs of Praise .........................9:30am -10:20am
to completion of Service. Kiddish will follow Service 

Yom Kippur
Kol Nidre Service, Wednesday, September 15  
When the Sun is in the trees ....................................6:45pm sharp 

Yom Kippur Day; Thursday, September 16 
Contemplative Songs of Praise ........................................... 9:30am 
Yom Kippur Service & Yizkor Break ...............................10:30am 
Jonah Learning ......................................................................6:30pm 
Neilah/Concluding Service ...............................................7:30 pm 
Havdallah) ..............................................................................8:14pm
Breaking the Fast will follow Service

Sukkoth
Sukkah Building; Sunday Morning September 19 
(Time to be announced) Volunteers needed.  
Sukkoth/Shabbat Service. September 25 .....................10:00 am 
Bring a picnic as part of service to eat in the Sukkah.

Kol Hai 
shir@kolhai.org

Reb. Shir Yaakov Feit

Providing KOSHER Pickles & More for Over 30 Years

for more products go to 

GARYSPICKLES.COM

(845) 591-9435
barry@garyspickles.com

GARY’S        PICKLES

$1.00 $1.00 
OFFOFF

ANY ONE (1) 
CONTAINER

Must present flyer or coupon at time of 
purchase; one per customer; valid for the 
items listed and may not be substituted 
for any other item; not to be combined 
with any other coupon or offer; 
contingent upon available inventory.

CERTIFIED KOSHER 
Gary’s Pickles 
• Full Sours
• Half-Sours
• Hot & Spicy

Gary’s sPecialties 
• Pickled Tomatoes
• Sweet Gherkins
• Marinated Mushrooms
• Horseradish Pickles 
 (when in season)
• Bread & Butter Pickles
• Sauerkraut

http://www.garyspickles.com
http://www.kerhonksonsynagogue.org
mailto:shorewit@verizon.net
mailto:thousanddances@yahoo.com
mailto:gapfef@yahoo.com
http://www.kerhonksonsynagogue.org
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Woodstock Jewish Congregation

Kehillat Lev Shalem
1682 Glasco Turnpike, Woodstock, New York 12498

845-679-2218
www.wjcshul.org
info@wjcshul.org

Rabbi Jonathan Kligler
Matthew White President

For all events listed, please check www.wjcshul.org to con-
firm location, Zoom link, or registration as needed.  

Registration for in person services at UPAC, 601 Broadway, 
Kingston will be emailed to members in good standing.  

Open registration will be available 
on our website August 19.

 
Selichot
Saturday August 28: On the Saturday evening before Rosh  
Hashanah it is customary to gather for a special Selichot ceremony, 
during which we internally prepare ourselves for Rosh Hasha-
nah. At the WJC we gather for introspection and for setting our 
direction for the New Year.  

Erev Rosh Hashanah 
Monday September 6,  ......................................................7:00 pm
on Zoom and in person at UPAC. Please check the WJC website 
for more info and to register. 
Preregistration for in person service is required.
Rosh Hashanah Teen Discussion at UPAC ................7:30 pm
Preregistration is required.

Rosh Hashanah Day I
Tuesday September 7 ......................................................10:00 am 
on Zoom and in person at UPAC. Please check the 
WJC website for more info and to register. 
Preregistration for in person service is required.
Rosh Hashanah Family Services ...................................3:30 pm 
at WJC. Preregistration for in person services is required.

Rosh Hashanah Day II 
Wednesday September 8 .................................................10:00am 
on Zoom and in person at UPAC. Please check the WJC 
website for more info and to register. 
Preregistration for in person services is required.

Shabbat Shuva Kabbalat Shabbat 
Friday September. 10 .........................................................7:30pm 
Service. Join our far-flung community for our joyous 
and uplifting Shabbat services on Zoom.

Shabbat Shuva and September 11th Memorial
Saturday September 11 .........................................................10am 
Our services are spiritually, thoughtfully, and emotionally 
satisfying, even over Zoom.

Kol Nidre 
Wednesday September 15 ................................................7:00pm
on Zoom and in person at UPAC. Please check the WJC website 
for more info and to register. 
Preregistration for in person services is required.

Yom Kippur
Thursday, September 16 ................................................10:00 am
Main Morning Service and Yizkor both on Zoom and in person 
at UPAC. Please check the WJC website for more info and to 
register. Preregistration for in person services is required.
Book of Jonah reading, on Zoom only ........................3:00 pm
Family Services ...................................................................3:30 pm
Outdoors at WJC Preregistration is required
Contemplative Outdoor Labyrinth Walk .......................4:30 pm
Please check WJC website for info.
Neilah ......................................................................................6:00pm
Outdoors at WJC. Preregistration is required.                      
      
Gathering in the Sukkah
Monday, September 20 .....................................................6:00 pm
bring your own dinner and welcome sukkot

Sukkot Service
Tuesday, September 21 ...................................................10:00am

Kabbalat Shabbat Service  
Wednesday, September 22 ...............................................4:00pm
Family School, first day and open house 
 
Kabbalat Shabbat Service  
Friday, September 25 .........................................................7:30pm 
Join our far-flung community for our joyous 
and uplifting Shabbat services on Zoom.

Shabbat and Festival Service 
Saturday, September 26  .................................................10:00am 
on Zoom

Shemini Atzeret & Yizkor 
Tuesday, September 28 ...................................................10:00am

Simchat Torah Service
Tuesday, September 28 .....................................................6:00pm 

Family School Simchat Torah 
Wednesday September 29 ................................................4:00pm

http://www.wjcshul.org
mailto:info@wjcshul.org
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Chabad of New Paltz  
10 S. Oakwood Terrace

New Paltz, New York 12561 
845-255-1891

Rabbi Moshe Plotkin
plotkinm@newpaltz.edu 

Torah Study
Every Tuesday On-line
8:00-8:30 www.JewPaltz.com/zoom
Insights into the Jewish Calendar and holidays.
In Judaism there’s always a special day around the corner, and 
kabbalah always has something astounding to help us actual-
ize those spiritual gifts.
 
In-person Parsha Discussion
WE are putting together a group that would like to discuss the 
parsha every week in person.
Dates, times, and locations will be determined by the group.
Please be in touch if you are interested.
 

Chabad of Woodstock
60 Witchtree Road

Woodstock, New York 12498
845-684-0418

www.jewishwoodstock.org
rabbi@jewishwoodstock.org

Rabbi Mendy Karczag 
   

Monday November 22 ....................................6:00 – 8:00 pm 
Mysticism and Music / An evening of song, spirit story and 
soul celebrating the Chasidic New Year; light buffet will be 
served 

Congregation 
Agudas Achim 

Chabad of Ulster County 
254 Lucas Avenue Kingston, New York 12401

845-331-1176
www.ChabadUlsterCounty.org

Office@ChabadUlsterCounty.org
Facebook.com/ChabadUlsterCounty

Twitter.com/Chabad_UC
Instagram.com/Chabad_UC

Rabbi Yitzchok Hecht & Rabbi Ab Itkin
412-401-0238 

Bruce Tuchman & Howard Vichinsky Co-Presidents

Morning daily services are at 8:00 am.

Daily Connection 

With the outbreak of the CoronaVirus, Chabad responded 
with the Daily Connection, a twice daily Community learn-
ing and connectivity.  It allowed us to weather the storm to-
gether through the giving of charity, prayers, & learning some 
Torah! 

Now, a year and a half later, as things are beginning to return 
to some level of normalcy, the Community has requested that 
we continue the Daily Connection. Thank G-d, we plan on 
doing so and serving you in this way.

Morning Schedule 
Sunday through Friday @ 9:00 am with Rabbi Y. Yitzhak 
Hecht from Chabad of Ulster County & Cong. Agudas 
Achim on Facebook.com/ChabadUlsterCounty  or  call 425-
436-6352 Pin# 378492 (No session on Shabbos)

Evening Schedule
ChabadUlsterCounty.org/zoom
Monday through Thursday @ 8:00 pm
Monday - Kabbalah & Jewish Mysticism with Rabbi Mendy 
Karczag of Chabad of Woodstock
Tuesday - Jewish Holidays & Calendar with Rabbi Plotkin 
from Chabad of New Paltz
Wednesday - Shmooze with Friends with Rabbi AB Itkin
Thursday - Living with the times - Engaging in uplifting in-
sights from the Lubavitcher Rebbe from the weekly Torah 
portion with Rabbi Shlomo Deren of Chabad of Ellenville.

http://www.chabadulstercounty.org
mailto:office@chabadulstercounty.org
https://www.facebook.com/ChabadUlsterCounty
https://www.twitter.com/Chabad_UC
https://www.instagram.com/Chabad_UC
mailto:plotkinm@newpaltz.edu
http://www.jewishwoodstock.org
mailto:rabbi@jewishwoodstock.org
https://www.facebook.com/ChabadUlsterCounty
http://www.chabadulstercounty.org/zoom
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Jewish Women’s Circle
Jewish women have always played a pivotal role in Jewish life. 
On a personal, familial and community level it has always 
been the Jewish woman who has created and developed an 
aura of pride in being a Jew. While bringing inspiration to our 
daily lives, though gaining deeper insight into our own innate 
spiritual qualities, we can contribute and transform our own 
lives and our communities in a most profound way.

We invite you to join this unique circle of Jewish women. La-
dies of all ages and backgrounds will gather to learn, to laugh, 
to experience and to rejuvenate our mind, body and soul. 
Each meeting features a lively meaningful discussion, a great 
do- it- yourself activity and chance to meet new friends, relax 
and schmooze. We look forward to seeing you there! 

Last year Chabad of Ulster County had many successful Ko-
sher Food sales.  Items sold included knishes, blintzes, cheese-
cakes, cinnamon buns and chocolate kokosh cake. Again this 
year food sales are being planned.  

Tentative dates for the fall sales are:
October 12 - Surprise Kosher Treats

November 23 - Chanukah Foods
Watch our website for more information 

or email Rosemary at 
kurkthedog@yahoo.com our website for more information.

The Sukkos Family Team Up
Sunday, September 19  Tishrei 13 10:30 am
@ Chabad of Ulster County, 254 Lucas Ave. Kingston, NY 
Bring your family together to celebrate Sukkot as a team! 
Complete exciting holiday challenges and join with friends 
to decorate and assemble a portable CKids Sukkah. Think 
quick, act fast and have a blast!

October 15 & 16 - 9th & 10th Cheshvan
Friday, October 15
Candle Lighting ............................................................ 5:56 pm 
Services .......................................................................... 6:00 pm 
Shabbos Dinner ............................................................ 7:00 pm

Shabbos, October 16
Services ......................................................................... 10:00am 
Followed by Shabbos lunch. Friday night is $25 pp. Shab-
bos day lunch is $20 pp. For both Shabbos meals $40 pp. To 
RSVP and for more info, contact us at 845-331-1176 or email 
office@chabadulstercounty.org                  

Shabbaton: Jews by Choice, Not by Birth
Parshas Lech-Lecha

Join us as we meet & hear the inspiring stories of Rifka & Sha-
lom Chilungu. They will share their story of their path to em-
bracing Judaism, their inspiration and challenges, and what 
it’s like to raise their children as a bi-racial couple. Rifka will 
be sharing her story Friday night. Shalom will be sharing his 
story at Shabbos lunch.

CTEEN - The Power of Youth!

This social and empowering program affords teens to con-
nect with other Jewish kids, learn about themselves, study, 
participate in Mitzvah projects and have a blast, all within a 
Jewish context and setting. Special programs and activities 
include Shabbatons and local exciting trips! Each social pro-
gram consists of fun, food and a Jewish theme. Keep your 
teen involved “Jewishly” by connecting them to the fastest 
growing Jewish teen network in the world today.

Sunday, October 10 - 4th Chesvan @ 3:00 pm 
For Jewish teens from grades 7-12, join us as we kick-off the 
year with fun, food & laughter & plan our teen events for our 
upcoming year & choose our CTeen leader! For more info. & 
to RSVP email RabbiAB@ChabadUlsterCounty.org

Tuesday, November 9th - 5th Kislev
For Jewish teens from grades 7-12, join us for a fun evening! 
Make sure to bring your Teen Spirit! For more info & to 
RSVP email rabbiAB@ChabadUlsterCounty.org

Ckids
Join CKids Club each month for the freshest and most excit-
ing events, empowering kids to tap into their talents and in-
terests, while connecting to their own Jewish identity.  Chil-
dren will have a positive Jewish experience learning while 
enjoying hands-on activities. They will leave each program 
feeling happy and excited about their Judaism. For more info. 
or to RSVP Binie@ChabadUlsterCounty.org

Cy Gruberg Hebrew School 
Rabbi AB & Binie Itkin
Hebrew School Directors
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Open House New Year Blast Off
Wednesday, September 1 @ 4:15 pm
Launch the year with an out-of-this-world pre High Holiday 
experience.

We are proud to announce that this year, the Dr. Cy Gruberg 
Hebrew School will be unlocking our heritage in the Holy 
Land, using our new Israel Quest curriculum! Students will 
be embarking on an adventure of a lifetime, exploring our 
history as Am Yisroel Chai. 

This is in addition to our regular Aleph Champ Hebrew 
Reading, Holiday Curriculums, Prayers, & general Jewish 
culture.
  
Discover the secret to our eternal survival with tools that 
were established to keep Judaism thriving in the Diaspora. 
Using educational tools such as VR, topography, theater, 
crafts, STEAM, and filmmaking, this experience is bound to 
capture the attention of each student. 
  
An innovative and creative new program and curriculum!!!
Exciting, educational, hands-on learning!

A must for every child!! Open Enrollment. Bringing Judaism 
to life!

To learn more or to sign up your child, please contact Binie 
at:  845-331-1176 Binie@ChabadUlsterCounty.org

We meet every Wednesday from 4:15 - 6:00 pm. For all 
children from Grades 1 and up. @ Chabad of Ulster County, 
254 Lucas Ave. Kingston 
#Learn it#Live it#Love it. #IsraelQuest 

Jew Q 
Master your Jewish Knowledge!
The Dr. Cy Gruberg Hebrew School is joining CKids 3rd 
annual international Torah Championship, JewQ! The 
children will master Jewish Knowledge that will turn every 
student into a champion! You do not need to be a student 
of the Dr. Cy Gruberg Hebrew School to join this incredible 
Championship!
Launch Date: Wednesday, October 3
For more info. please contact 
Binie@ChabadUlsterCounty.org.

Tea ‘N’ Torah
Engaging, Enlightening Study & Conversation facilitated by 
Rebbetzin’s Leah Hecht & Binie Itkin.  Tea & Torah will re-
sume after the Holidays.

Tea ‘n’ Torah is every Thursday 11:00 am - 12:00 pm
October 14  - 8 Cheshvan, 
October 21 - 15 Cheshvan, 
October 28 - 22 Cheshvan, 
November 4 - 29 Cheshvan - NO Tea ‘n’ Torah 
November 11- 7 Kislev, 
November 18 - 14 Kislev, 
November 25 - 21 Kislev
@ Chabad of Ulster County 254 Lucas Ave.

Mikvah Opening Celebration 
Sunday, October 24 - 18 Cheshvan
11:00 am for Men & Women @ 
Cong. Chabad of Ulster County 254 Lucas Ave. Kingston.  
Join us as we celebrate the opening of our brand new, state of 
the art, Mikvah!

Enjoy refreshments, a grand tour & an incredible guest 
speaker.

Guest Speaker: Rabbi Ari Raskin, author of ‘Thank You 
GD for Making me a Woman’ and many other books. Rab-
bi Raskin serves as spiritual leader of Cong. Bnei Abraham 
in downtown Brooklyn. He is a well known international 
speaker on Jewish subjects. 

Sunday, November 14th - 10th Kislev
Join us for a Pre-Chanukah Event; stay tuned for details.
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Lessons- 
For personal Bar or Bat mitzvah lessons contact Rabbi AB 
at (845)-331-1176. No membership or prior Jewish knowl-
edge needed!  

Congregation Agudas 
Achim Sisterhood 

 
by Shirley Crystal 

Sisterhood Judaica Gift Shop

A wonderful selection of Judaica is available for your 
enjoyment and gift giving for holidays and year-round.

Some holiday items include challah covers, kiddush cups, 
honey servers, kipot, talleism and books for children.

All purchases prior to Rosh Hashanah 
will receive a 10% discount.

For an appointment please call Shirley Crystal 331-4646. 
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Congregation Emanuel 
of the Hudson Valley

243 Albany Ave., Kingston, N.Y. 12401
Main office: 845-338-4271, ext. 101

admin@cehv.org
www.CEHV.org

Rabbi’s study: 845-338-4384, ext. 102
RabbiYael@cehv.org

Rabbi Yael Romer
Visiting Cantorial Soloist Alexandra Schleuderer

President Jeffrey Greenberg
Religious School Director Jonathan Billig

Kabbalat Shabbat Services: 

First Friday of each month, Family Kabbalat Shabbat 
service begins at 6 p.m.  On September 3, Tot Shabbat ser-
vice begins at 5:30pm followed by Elul Shofar Sounding 
at 5:55pm, and Early Family Kabbalat Shabbat Service at 
6pm. On October 1 & November 5.  

All other Fridays of the month, Kabbalat Shabbat Services 
begin at 7:30 p.m. 

Morning Minyan: weekly on Saturday mornings, service 
begins at 10 a.m., with communal prayer, meditation and 
Torah study.

Tot Shabbat: held once a month, usually before Friday or 
Saturday services. Introduce your tot to Shabbat through in-
teractive music with Rabbi Yael Romer and her guitar.  Up-
coming Tot Shabbats are scheduled for: Friday, September 
3, at 5:30pm followed by early family shabbat service at 6pm. 
Tuesday, September 28 at 5:30pm followed by Simchat To-
rah and Consecration at 6pm.  Saturdays, October 16, No-
vember 20 and December 18 all at 9am followed by morn-
ing service starting at 10am.  Email Rabbi Yael’s assistant at 
assistant@cehv.org, to be added to the list for Tot Shabbat 
schedule, reminders and announcements.

All following classes are held via Zoom:

Coffee Chai with the Rabbi, 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the 
month, from 8:45am to 9:15am. An informal dialogue to 
connect, share ideas, ask questions and start your day with 
Rabbi Yael.  Back by popular demand, with a new time and 
schedule.  If you have been coming, or never did, you are wel-
come!

Rhinebeck Meditation & Torah Study: Meets 8:45 a.m. 
on Tuesdays, followed at 9:15 a.m. by Torah study. Led by 
Rabbi Yael Romer, join your fellow seekers to receive the 
day’s blessings and explore Jewish traditions with a progres-
sive, egalitarian approach.  Resuming in October, scheduled 
on October 5, 12 & 19.  November 2, 9, 16 & 30.  Decem-
ber 7, 14, & 28.

Religious School – registration is open for the new school 
year, and our new Religious School Director, Jonathan Bil-
lig, looks forward to welcoming new and returning students 
and families.  See our website for registration or email rsd@
cehv.org for more information. First day of Religious School 
is Sunday, September 12, starting at 9:30am.

Ongoing Adult Education with the Rabbi – ongoing class-
es meeting Wednesdays, and private tutoring and adult b’nai 
mitzvahs available.

Hebrew Trope - Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m.  New comers 
welcome, learn or improve Torah chanting skills!  
September 1, & 22.  October 6, 13, 20.  November 3, 10, 
17.  
December 1, 8, 15, 29.

Conversational Hebrew (Beginner and Intermediate) 
- Wednesdays at 4 p.m.  This dedicated and entertaining 
group meets weekly to learn and practice the fundamen-
tals of conversational Hebrew, new comers are always wel-
come!  Conversational modern Hebrew presented through 
the textbook curriculum created by professors of Hebrew at 
Brandeis University.  September 1, & 22.  October 6, 13, 
20.  November 3, 10, 17.  December 1, 8, 15, 29.

Holidays, special events, and activities –

Monthly Brotherhood Meetings – held on the 2nd Tues-
day of the month at 6:30pm (currently via Zoom), new 
members welcome.  Brotherhood hosts annual and special 
events throughout the year, (such as Sukkah Building on 
Saturday September 18 at 12:30pm and Outdoor Menorah 
Construction in December) new members are welcome and 
encouraged to join.  Upcoming meetings are scheduled for 
September 14, October 12, November 9, December 14. 

Monthly Sisterhood Meetings – held on the 2nd Thursday 
of the month at 7pm, new members welcome.  Sisterhood 
hosts monthly activities and special events throughout the 
year, new members are welcome and encouraged to join.

mailto:admin@cehv.org
http://www.cehv.org
mailto:rabbiyael@cehv.org
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Jewish Congregation 
of New Paltz 

Synagogue / Sanctuary 
8 Church Street New Paltz, NY 12561

845-255-9817
www.jewishcongregationofnewpaltz.org

billstrongin@gmail.com                                                                   
mailing address JCNP PO Box 577 New Paltz, New York 

12561
Rabbi Bill Strongin 

President Marc Schain 

Shabbat Evening Services beginning in September, Shab-
bat evening services will be conducted in-person with a 
Zoom hybrid link. Services begin at 7 pm within the period 
of Daylight Saving Time; services begin at 6 pm with the pe-
riod of Eastern Standard Time (Beginning November 12). 
The rabbi will send out a weekly reminder that includes the 
link.  Services are not only spiritually rewarding, but also a 
wonderful way to reaffirm our community, see folks, and 
schmooze a bit before and after the service!  

Hebrew School begins Wednesday September 22 & Thurs-
day September 23 (Community Center

One Book, One New Paltz
Book discussion with Rabbi Bill on Sunday, November 7 at 
11 am (Community Center)   

Caring Committee Luncheons – will hopefully be sched-
uled later in the fall when conditions are deemed to be safer.

Kerhonkson Synagogue
Congregation Tiferet Yehuda V’Yisrael

26 Minnewaska Trail Kerhonkson, New York 12466 
845-626-7260

kerhonksonsynagogue.org
shorewit@verizon.net

Rabbi Sally Shore Wittenberg
president governed by our synagogue board

Goldie Goldberg thousanddances@yahoo.com
Glenn Pomerantz gapfef@yahoo.com 

October 
Shabbat Service, October 16 ................................. 10:00am
Followed by Kiddish.

November
Shabbat, Saturday, November 13 ......................... 10:00am
Followed by Kiddish. 

December
Hanukah Celebration & Shabbat Service 
in December to be announced.

Kol Hai 
shir@kolhai.org

Reb. Shir Yaakov Feit

Donate now at 
www.ucjf.org

The strength of a people
The power of community 

http://www.jewishcongregationofnewpaltz.org
mailto:billstrongin@gmail.com
http://www.kerhonksonsynagogue.org
mailto:shorewit@verizon.net
mailto:thousanddances@yahoo.com
mailto:gapfef@yahoo.com
mailto:shir@kolhai.org
https://www.ucjf.org/support-ucjf/
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Le'shana Tova Tikoteiv Vetichoteim.  5782  

Hard to believe it is the end of another year and summer is 
almost over. 

For many of the seniors that we serve through our programs 
the last 16 months have proven to be difficult and challenging. 
Ordinary things like going grocery shopping, visiting with 
friends, are a challenge that requires the assistance of others.  
Many seniors have become more isolated as the pandemic 
continues, and the Delta Variant is now in our community. 

For those who live alone, and do not have family residing 
locally, JFS staff and our volunteer(s) may be the only 
person(s) they see or talk to. Our volunteers have continued 
to shop for seniors and take people to medical appointments.
 
Combined with the impact of the Virus on daily life, our 
most vulnerable seniors, those who need home care in order 
to remain at home, many of whom are Holocaust Survivors, 
are having difficulty finding home care services due to the 

extreme shortage of aides.  For qualifying survivors, their 
home care and case management services are covered 
through a grant from the Claims Conference, so it is not a 
monetary issue for them.

Looking forward to the New Year……5782  
     
Every New Year brings promise and hope. For 5782 we hope 
to continue:

•  Meeting the needs of our Community.  
•  Recruit additional volunteers for the JFS/OFA Neighbor 
to Neighbor Program (N2N) which, depending on infection 
rate in the community is scheduled to resume in early 
September.
•  Herd Immunity and a return to normalcy. 
(Whatever that is!)
•   Recruitment of Volunteers for Neighbor to Neighbor, and 
Project Mana our shopping program.

Thank you for your continued support!

Jewish Family Services of Ulster County Inc. 
by Sharon Murray-Cohen, Executive Director 

 jfs.ulster@gmail.com 

http://www.chabadulstercounty.org/HebrewSchool


36

OUR VOICE | Jewish Federation of Ulster County

Chabad of Ulster County proudly announces the building 
completion of a new mikvah in Kingston, New York, on Lucas 
Avenue across the street from Agudas Achim and The Peter 
Schwalbe Center for Jewish Life.  It is a ritual bath, which has 
separate bathing pools for men and women, with beautifully 
appointed preparation amenities for both, as well.

Now, here is an amazing story of a “small” miracle about our 
mikvah here in Kingston.  

There is a man who comes to Kingston to work every day.  
Before he goes to work, he comes to the minyan that is held 
every morning in our shul.  So he comes one day, and he says 
to Rabbi AB (Avraham Boruch Itkin), “how is it going with 
the mikvah?  Will it be built soon?”  Rabbi AB says, “Well, we 
are slowly raising enough money to finish it.”  The man says 
to Rabbi AB, “I would like to give a donation for a cause.  The 
cause is my brother and sister-in-law. My brother is a cancer 
survivor, and he and his wife have been trying to have a baby 
for a long time, but it is not happening.  So I am going to give 
some money every month for a prayer for this cause.”

A few months later, the man comes to Rabbi AB and says,  
“How long have I been giving donations for the mikvah?  I 
need a “heads up.”  Rabbi AB says, “four months.”  “Wow!” 
says the man.  I just spoke with my brother this morning, 
and he informed me that my sister-in-law is four months 
pregnant!”

This is a true story of a bracha, a blessing for the mikvah 
and a prayer answered!  And so it should be for all the men 
and women of our community who come to use our new, 
beautiful mikvah. 

To learn more about this great mitzvah, reach out to one of 
our Rebbetzins, either Leah Hecht or Binie Itkin.

Each and every one of you are invited to our Mikvah 
Celebration Opening! Come check out the beautiful 
facilities on Sunday, October 24th. Stay tuned for more 
details. 

There’s a New Mikvah in Kingston!
by Sarah Sherman-Goodlife

We would like to extend our appreciation and thanks to all 
involved in producing the High Holiday issue of Kolenu. 

Please refer to the Schedule of Services section for specific information. 

May YOU be inscribed & sealed for a good & healthy year!
Shana Tova from the Editors of Kolenu,

Amy Barash, Barbara Cohen, Janice Kaplan 
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The Reher Center for  
Immigrant Culture and History 

by Sarah Litvin PhD, Executive Director  
The Reher Center for Immigrant Culture and History is having a very exciting 2021! 

Through virtual events, fundraising campaigns, community-building youth projects, school-partnered historical 
exhibits, the 9th annual Kingston Multicultural Festival, and much more -- our museum and cultural center is 
growing rapidly. 

The construction of our gallery and historic building is now underway, with the help of historic preservationists 
and through generous donations to the Grow our Gallery, Build our Bathrooms virtual campaign by so 
many of our dedicated community members. 

This summer, we opened our historic front doors with bakery tours, to bring the public inside to learn more 
about the family bakery that existed here on the corners of Broadway and Spring Street from 1908 until 1980. 

The stories we learn from the history of this space inspire our diverse programs for all ages that explore 
contemporary Hudson Valley experiences of immigration, community work, and bread. We look forward 
to sharing more upcoming events and having opportunities to share our space, physically and virtually, with 
everyone again soon. 

The Reher Center is located in the historic Rondout neighborhood of Kingston, New York.

Please visit our website to learn more: www.rehercenter.org

                                  HHoonnoorreedd  ttoo  sseerrvvee  tthhee  JJeewwiisshh  CCoommmmuunniittyy  ssiinnccee  11995533  

  

  

  

 

 

        

                                                                                       

                                                                        Paul Hammerl/Owner 

                     
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                                411 Albany Avenue         162 S. Putt Corners Road                        
               Kingston, NY 12401            New Paltz. NY 12561 
                   (845) 331-0631         (845) 255-1212 
                           www.SimpsonHammerl.com     www.CopelandHammerl.com 
                                                     
 
  

                                  HHoonnoorreedd  ttoo  sseerrvvee  tthhee  JJeewwiisshh  CCoommmmuunniittyy  ssiinnccee  11995533  

  

  

  

 

 

        

                                                                                       

                                                                        Paul Hammerl/Owner 

                     
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                                411 Albany Avenue         162 S. Putt Corners Road                        
               Kingston, NY 12401            New Paltz. NY 12561 
                   (845) 331-0631         (845) 255-1212 
                           www.SimpsonHammerl.com     www.CopelandHammerl.com 
                                                     
 
  

https://www.rehercenter.org
http://www.simpsonhammerl.com
http://www.copelandhammerl.com
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Zionism - The National Liberation Movement 
of the Jewish people. 

Dear readers. A very significant event happened in Israel on June 13th and we Jews all over the 
world can take special pride in it. This event concerned the change of leadership from prime 
minister Benjamin Netanyahu to Naftali Bennett.

June 13, 2021: Benjamin Netanyahu’s record 12-year run as Israel’s prime minister ended on 
Sunday with the parliament approving a new “government of change” led by nationalist Naftali 
Bennett.

The “front page” of the NYTimes had six stories related to this event. What other country’s 
elections - would have had six stories devoted to theirs. 

The significance here is that the transition was made in a civilized manner. 

How are we to explain this fascination with Israel, a country the size of New Jersey with a 
population of 9 million.  To be sure, part of it is that, of all the countries created after World War 
II, Israel is one of the very few that has been democratic throughout. And the June 13th unseating 
of Netanyahu was a poignant reminder that the circus notwithstanding, the democracy there 
works. It’s actually quite amazing. That’s worth one story, maybe two. So why six? For one very 
simple reason:
 

“THE ISRAEL ADVOCATE”
by Nathan Borsky, IAC member
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The world’s fascination with Zionism and that this is the national liberation movement of the 
Jewish people and Israel is its flag bearer. Plain and simple. 

And that no national liberation movement of any people, any group, anywhere, has been nearly 
as successful as Zionism.
 
Zionism is simply humanity’s greatest story of national rebirth, probably 
ever. From the ashes of the Holocaust and the constant effort to destroy 
and delegitimize it, this small democracy thrives and outshines its much 
larger antagonists in every field of endeavor.

Whatever one thinks of Israel, its policies or its government, the rebirth of 
ZIONISM is the grandest story of human rebirth, ever, and it is simply 
beyond denial. 

Theodor Herzl’s spirit must be kvelling.

PS: Please treat yourselves to a brilliant and contemporary examination of Israel’s past, present 
and future: Noah Tishby’s “ISRAEL, A SIMPLE GUIDE TO THE MOST MISUNDERSTOOD 
COUNTRY ON EARTH”.  Available in print (local library) and in audio (Amazon, etc.). 
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On Rosh Hashanah, the blast of the shofar calls to us –  
not just once but 100 times – rousing us to a higher purpose.   

This year, that purpose could not be more clear.   
And the summons to answer that call has never been more urgent.

This New Year, the needs are great and the charge 
 to defeat antisemitism is more urgent than ever.   

With each blast of the shofar, we are being called upon,  
to stand together, take action,  

and employ every available resource to stop  
the flood of hatred and bigotry.   

We must answer the shofar’s call 
 – resoundingly –  

so Jews everywhere  
can live proudly.   

Openly.  
Free from antisemitism.


