
2021 Annual Meeting 
and Awards Ceremony

7 pm | Monday | June 7
Zoom 

Register at ucjf.org



On behalf of the Board 
of Directors of the 
Jewish Federation of 
Ulster County, 
welcome home to your 
Federation!

David Drimer | Executive Director

Rondavid Gold | President



UCJF 

Officers

 President | Rondavid Gold

 Vice President | Lally Mozes-Steckman

 Treasurer | Jeff Farber

 Recording Secretary | Lisa King-Smith



Campaign 
Committee

2021
CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE

Skit Rabbino – Interim Chair
Arlene Cohen

Barbara Cohen
Joe Cohen

Carol Super Gold
Harriet Miller
Laurie Mozian

Bernie King-Smith



UCJF
Board 
Members
(with term end dates)

 Shula Aizer (’24)

 Barbara Blas (’23)

 Nat Borsky (’22)

 Sandy Borsky (’22)

 Arlene Cohen (’22)

 Barbara Cohen (’24)

 Joseph Cohen (’23)

 Rita Eckstein (’22)

 Jeff Farber (’24)

 Rondavid Gold (’23)

 Lois Goland (’24)

 Geoffrey Miller (’23)

 Harriet Miller (’23)

 Laurie Mozian (’24)

 Skit Rabbino (’24)

 Bernie King-Smith (’22)

 Lisa King-Smith (’22)

 Lally Mozes-Steckman (’23)

 Rabbi Ellen Triebwasser (’24)

 Charlotte Tusch (’23)



UCJF Staff

STAFF

 Executive Director | David Drimer

 Development Coordinator |Social Media Manager |PJ Library 
Desirée O’Clair

 Bookkeeper | Grace Sheaffer



Spiritual 
Leaders

 Rabbi Shlomie Deren

 Rabbi Shir Yaakov Feit

 Rabbi Yitzchok Hecht

 Rabbi Avrohom Itkin

 Rabbi Jonathan Kligler

 Rabbi Moshe Plotkin

 Rabbi Yael Romer, DD

 Rabbi William Strongin

 Rabbi Ellen Triebwasser

 Reb Sally Shore Wittenberg

 Cantor Emeritus Robert Cohen

 Cantor Alexander Schlauderer



Dr. Cy Gruberg 
Scholarship 
Recipients

Class
of 2021

2021 Cy Gruberg High School Scholarship Recipients

Elena Raccuia | Rhinebeck High School

Dahlia Rosen | Rondout Valley High School

Brianna Schultz | Red Hook High School

Casey Shein | Red Hook High School

Alina Vazquez | Saugerties High School

Jaden Whittaker | Saugerties Senior High School



Class
of
2021

Elena Raccuia
Rhinebeck High 
School

Attending 
Dartmouth 
College



Class
of
2021

Dahlia Rosen
Rondout Valley High School

Attending the University of Vermont



Class
of
2021

Brianna Schultz
Redhook High School

Attending Siena College



Class
of
2021

Casey Schein
Redhook High 
School

Attending 
HartwickCollege



Class
of
2021

Alina Vazquez
Saugerties High School

Attending SUNY Purchase



Class
of
2021

Jayden 
Whittaker
Saugerties High 
School



2021
Special 
Scholarship
Recipients

 David Absgarten

Marlene Survis Memorial Scholarship

Jewish Studies Scholarship

 Grace Molmed

Summer Camp Scholarship

 Angelina Avdaev

Summer Camp Scholarship



2021
Special 
Scholarship
Recipient

David 
Absgarten



2021
Special 
Scholarship
Recipients



2021
Special 
Scholarship
Recipient

Angelina Avdaev



UCJF
Young 
Leadership 
Award

This award is presented to 
students who demonstrate 
outstanding leadership and 
commitment to our community. 

“You must be the change you 
wish to see in the world.”

— Mahatma Gandhi  

2021 award recipients

Simon Rands and Sophia Roberts 



Simon Rands
Young Leadership Award

 Hi, my name is Simon Rands and I’m 
graduating from Onteora High School this 
spring as the valedictorian of my class. In 
the fall, I will be attending Tufts University 
School of Arts and Sciences to study 
Environmental Science or Chemistry.

 I’ve played soccer all my life, and I just 
recently discovered a love of tennis. I also 
love to learn, particularly math and science 
subjects. I would like to thank Rabbi 
Jonathan for his infinite guidance and 
mentorship in my life and for nominating 
me for this award, and I would like to thank 
the Ulster County Jewish Federation for 
this recognition.



 Thank you again so much.

 Simon Rands



Sophia Roberts  
Young Leadership Award

 Hello…

 My name is Sophia Roberts. I dance 
with the Vanaver Caravan and, also 
love to read, knit, and play tennis. I 
am graduating this year and will take 
a gap year before attending Barnard 
College in the fall of 2022.

 I am incredibly grateful for the 
opportunities that the Woodstock 
Jewish Congregation has given me 
and for the loving and supportive 
community.



 Thanks so much!



Seymour Werbalowsky
Leadership Development Award 
 In 1977, our Jewish community decided to present an award to an individual 
who had made and would continue to make a vital contribution to our 
community and to the enhancement of Jewish life.

 This award was named for Seymour Werbalowsky, an individual who 
demonstrated exceptional service and concern for the growth and development 
of our Jewish community.  The person who receives this award must 
demonstrate these qualities and exhibit the leadership exemplified by the 
person in whose memory the award is given.  

 “We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.”



— Winston Churchill 



2021
Seymour Werbalowsky 
Leadership
Development Award

Karen Levine
Musician, teacher, 
Zoom Maven 
extraordinaire, without 
whose expertise many 
community events 
could not have 
happened

 Karen Levine is a member of 
the Woodstock Jewish 
Congregation, with a long 
history of participation and 
leadership. She has been happy 
to share her time and skills with 
many local organizations over 
the years and has had the 
pleasure, most recently, to join 
the team at the Reher Center for 
Immigrant Culture and History, 
helping to market, manage, and 
host online events. Her current 
volunteer palette also includes 
serving as a board member for 
the Kingston Farmers Market 
and producing the monthly 
Kingston Reads! conversations.



…who 
demonstrates 
exceptional service 
and concern for the 
growth and 
development of our 
Jewish community.



Bernie King-Smith is a long-time active member of the 
Ulster County Jewish community with many years serving in 
leadership and volunteer roles locally as well as the wider 
Jewish World.

Most recently he served as interim president for the Jewish 
Federation of Ulster County as they transitioned to a new 
President and Executive Director. Bernie, grandson of a 
Holocaust survivor, is originally from Melbourne Australia, 
and for the last 32 years lived in Lake Katrine, N.Y. Bernie 
and his wife moved from Minneapolis to our area 32 years 
ago when he took a job at IBM. 

2021
Special
Appreciation
Award

Bernie King-Smith



Bernie was president of Congregation Ahavath Israel from 1998 till 2002, and more recently 
stepped back into that role in 2017. He served probably every possible role at Congregation 
Ahavath Israel, including the hardest one, guiding the synagogue through closing.

Bernie has served in leadership roles in many local Jewish organizations. Bernie has been a 
member of the Federation board since 2008. In addition, he has served on the boards of Jewish 
Family Services of Ulster County since 2012 (currently Treasurer) and President of the Chevrah 
Kadisha of Greater Kingston since 2016. He can also be found volunteering at several synagogues 
in New York, Minnesota or Florida reading Torah and Haftorah or leading minyons.

Bernie (and his wife, Lisa) have a long history of stepping into volunteer and leadership roles. 
Shortly after being named to the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism (USCJ) advisory 
committee in 2001, Lisa’s parents, Dr. Sheldon and Pneena Sheps presented Bernie with a 
painting entitled “Hineni” by the artist Naomi Geller Lipsky. A very fitting title that describes 
what they do.

If there is a call to lead or volunteer, they often say “...here I am.” Bernie still serves on the USCJ 
board, is the founding chair of the new Operational Effectiveness committee, and on the Budget 
and Executive committees. He also serves on the board of Mercaz, USA, and is a founding and 
current board member of The Jewish Community Legacy Project.

Bernie worked at IBM as a team lead in Networking Performance Engineering, leaving last year 
after a 31-year career. In that position he was mentor and teacher to network performance 
engineers all over the world. In addition to his regular duties at IBM he worked on the renowned 
Deep Blue chess machine and Jeopardy! Watson AI machine.

Bernie is married to Lisa King-Smith, who also serves on the Federation board, volunteers at JFS, 
and serves on the national board of Women’s League for Conservative Judaism. They have two 
sons., Ted and Ben. Ted and  his wife Brittany live in Milwaukee. Ted is a composer and college 
instructor at the University of Wisconsin Milwaukee Area Technical College. Ben is a geologist 
who lives in Buffalo when he is not trekking all over North America. 

2021
Special
Appreciation
Award

Bernie King-Smith



Interfaith Award

 This award is presented 
to a member of the Ulster 
County community who 
is not Jewish, but who 
through their lifetime of 
work has reached out to 
the Jewish community 
with love, acceptance, 
and respect, helping all of 
us to find that which 
unites us rather than that 
which divides us.  

Reggie Harris



REGGIE HARRIS 
 Reggie Harris has been a vital part of international folk and acoustic 

music circles for over 40 years. He is a songwriter, a storyteller, 
songleader, educator and a Kennedy Center teaching artist who travels 
the world presenting over 300 performances a year spreading hope and 
light through song to audiences of all ages.

 A Co-President and the Music Education Director for the Living Legacy 
Project, Reggie helps to lead pilgrimages to sites of the Modern Civil 
Rights movement in the southern US. Reggie’s groundbreaking solo CDs 
“Ready To Go”(2018) and “On Solid Ground”(2021) along with his musical 
collaboration “Deeper Than the Skin (2020) with friend and fellow artist 
Greg Greenway  have led to a growing movement of “courageous 
conversations” on race, faith and history across the nation.

 He is an artist who entertains, educates and builds community 
throughout the world.  

reggieharrismusic.com

Interfaith 
Award

http://www.reggieharrismusic.com/


Community 
Recognition 
Award
Neal Smoller

Woodstock Apothecary 

 For advancing the values of 
tikkun olam (repairing the 
world) and pikuach nefesh
(saving lives) in his service and 
exemplary leadership in 
making the Covid-19 vaccine 
available to the community, 
serving on the county’s 
vaccine committee, sharing 
information, and encouraging 
vaccination.



Neal Smoller

Dr. Neal and volunteers

(including our own Desirée O’Clair!)



Lifetime Achievement Award



Geoff and 
Harriet

Miller



The Lifetime 
Achievement Award, 
established in 1996, 
recognizes a special 
individual(s) for their 
outstanding 
contributions to 
various important 
causes, including those 
of vital Jewish concern, 
spanning most of their 
adult lives. 

Geoff and Harriet Miller moved to Kingston in the summer of 1971, Geoff as a teacher at 
Number 8 School, and Harriet as a speech pathologist for Rondout Valley Central Schools. 
Geoff engineered the move,  having fallen in love with the profile of the mountains while 
visiting friends as a teenager. Harriet, who spent many summers in Catskill visiting her 
grandparents who owned a mattress manufactory on Bridge Street, felt no such pull.

Harriet has always been the one in the relationship with a spiritual bent and a strong need 
for Jewish community. While Geoff had a strong feeling as a cultural Jew, his connection to 
the spiritual side of the religion had always been tenuous. It was the confluence of the birth 
of their two sons, Mark (1983) and Gabe (1986), and the formation of the Woodstock 
Jewish Congregation that finally united them with a shared sense of purpose to do their 
part to build a strong local Jewish community in which to raise their children.

Harriet assumed responsibility for enrolling the kids in Hebrew school, arranging carpools 
and play dates, taking advantage of Jewish activities sponsored by the Jewish Federation 
and all of the area synagogues, and involving them in projects such as the Federation’s 
project to fix up houses for Jewish families from Russia we were welcoming to Kingston. 
During this period, Geoff first became active in the Woodstock Jewish Congregation, 
joining the Ritual Committee, the School Committee, the Board, and serving as president.  



Th e Lifetime 
Achievement 
Award

Geoff joined the board of the Jewish Federation of Ulster County in 1999. 
Geoff discovered a cause and a purpose spearheading the Jewish History of 
Kingston Project (2002) which morphed into the Reher Center for Immigrant 
Culture and History (2004) thanks to the encouragement and participation of 
Federation members Susan Basch, Barbara Blas, Howie Blas, Barbara Cohen, 
and Randy Myerson.

While Geoff and Harriet are proud to see the Kingston Multicultural Festival 
that they created in 2013 along with the Reher Center Committee and several 
other community cultural organizations, the program of which Geoff is 
probably the proudest, was A Nosh, Some Nostalgia, and a 2 Cent Plain (June 
8, 2004). An evening of oral history, it began with a dinner comprised of 
dishes made from recipes from local synagogue fundraising cookbooks from 
the 1950s, followed by a panel of some of Kingston’s oldest Jewish residents 
reminiscing about old Jewish Kingston.

With Len Cane as the Master of Ceremonies, our sons and daughters waiting 
on tables, and the multipurpose room at Agudas Achim filled to the rafters, it 
wasn’t until years later that Geoff realized it was probably the last time so 
many generations of Kingston Jews, from all area synagogues, were all 
together in one room at one time. It was also at a dinner meeting of the 
History Committee to celebrate the success of the event, that someone 
asked, “What are we going to do next year?” “I don’t know,” Geoff mused, 
“but I’d really love to get my hands on that Reher Bakery building and turn it 
into a museum.”  “You mean Hymie’s place?” Barbara Blas quickly 
interjected.  “I can get you Hymie’s place.”  And so, the Reher Center was 
born.



Growing as Jews and giving back to the community

Meanwhile, Harriet, deeply troubled by events in Israel as the Second Intifada was raging, became 
increasingly concerned about the welfare of the Israeli people. She chaired an “Israeli Dance and Fair” at 
the WJC which raised almost $2,000 for Magen David Adom, Israel’s national emergency medical service, 
and, in 2002, co-chaired and organized the “Israeli Marketplace” for the Jewish Federation, to help Israeli 
artists and merchants sell their products, art, and crafts to make up for the loss of revenue from the 
disruption to tourism. In 2003, Harriet joined the Board of the Woodstock Jewish Congregation, chaired 
the Holiday Committee, and participated on the fundraising team for the Building Committee and 
Membership Committee. Additionally, during this period and for many years thereafter, she co-led Friday 
Shabbat services at Ten Broeck Commons and helped anchor Hadassah’s holiday gift wrapping at the 
Hudson Valley Mall. In 2007 she joined the Board of the UCJF, becoming the President the following year.

Geoff and Harriet are grateful to the Federation for helping them instill strong Jewish identities in both 
of their sons through its program offerings, and thanks to scholarships which allowed  them both to study 
in Israel with Young Judaea’s Year Course. They also want to thank the Federation for the platforms it 
provided each of them to grow as Jews and to give back to the community.  



ucjf.org


