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WILD, BOLD & INTERESTING
In recent years, the menorah has become a universal symbol of religious 
freedom and the power of even a small light to illuminate the darkest 
of nights. But what does it take for a series of candles to actually be 
considered a menorah? It turns out that after meeting a few basic 
requirements, not very much. The flames (no lightbulbs, please!) must be 
arranged in a straight line and at the same height (save for the “shamash” 
used to light the eight candles), the flames must burn for at least half an 
hour after nightfall, and the menorah itself must be no taller than 37 feet. 
Beyond that, though, menorahs can be as beautiful and diverse as the 
communities that make them. Here are some of the wildest we could find! 

The first night 
of Chanukah is 

Tuesday, 
December 16.

Woodstock, NY

Cornell Campus, Ithaca, NY The National Menorah, Washington, D.C. Tiki Torch Menorah, Hawaii

Kiel, Germany - 1931
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Kolenu is filled with facts and information about 
Israel, the community, and world Jewry.

Newsletter Staff:
Amy Barash, Barbara Cohen, Janice Kaplan

Executive Coordinator:
Arlene Gould, coord@ucjf.org

Office Administrator:
Merrill Gelber, info@ucjf.org

Reminder: The deadline for submitting information to 
our Passover issue is Monday, March 2, 2015.

Office Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 10 am – 5 pm

Friday 10am – 4 pm  

Kolenu is published 4 times a year:
Passover, Annual Meeting, High Holiday & Chanukah

You are important to the Federation.  
We are a community without borders.  

We hope this issue will inspire, inform and 
increase your participation and support. 

One Albany Ave., Suite G-10
Kingston, New York 12401

(845) 338-8131
www.ucjf.org

Like us on facebook! Jewish Federation of Ulster County

Please support our advertisers. Their 
support helps defray the cost of this issue.

MISSION STATEMENT
We are a community-building organization that 

enriches Jewish life locally, nationally, in Israel, and 
around the world by helping those in need and 
fostering Jewish values for the greater good. 
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This year, for the first time ever, Chanukah starts on Thanksgiving. Both holidays are about gratitude and 

giving. So as you plan your holiday meal, please give to theJewish Federation of Ulster County. Even a small 

donation can do so much for a grateful person in genuine need. 

Donate online at www.ucjf.org.

This Chanukah, serve an 
extra helping of Thanks

One week of food vouchers 
for a needy family $100One week of transportation to doctor’s 

visits for a senior $75One week of Jewish camp for a child $400An independent living skills workshop 

for a disabled Israeli  $180
A one-year Hebrew school scholarship for a child 

$400Wheelchair for a nursing home resident  
$500

Six months of depression counseling for a teen 

$1,800

T h a n k s g i v i n g C h a n u k a h  M e n u

&
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The Senses of the Season
by Cantor Devorah Gartner

Ah, the magic of winter in the Hudson Valley.  Crystalline, 
star-dusted nights.  Brilliant, clear, cold days.  The soft 
susurrations of snow falling through the branches.  The 
diamond glitter of icicles on the eaves.  And amidst the stark 
beauties of this darkest of seasons, there is light and warmth 
and fellowship. 

Chanukah brings its extravagance of candlelight, the sizzle 
of latkes, the tantalizing smell of doughnuts, cinnamon and 
powdered sugar.  The age-old stories, the well-loved songs, 
the clatter of dreidels, the silly Lab with a taste for gelt, still 
in the foil.  And above it all, family.  The instincts that bring 
us together on these longest of nights are atavistic and deep.

January begins with the sparkle of champagne, with fancy 
clothes and fireworks.  The quiet quickly takes hold with the 
ever-deepening snow and unrelenting cold.  Shabbat soup 
and Havdalah parties, afghans and crosswords, mid-terms 
and projects, the scent of wood smoke, mulled cider and hot 
chocolate.  With or without the marshmallows.  The never-
ending urge to hibernate.  We are buried almost as deeply as 
the grass.

February/Shevat will finally arrive, just as we begin to 
despair of warmth and sun.  The silliness of meteorologically 
savvy groundhogs and the mystical progression of the Tu 
b’Shevat seder remind us of the loveliness of blooming 
almond trees in Eretz Yisrael, just as our own Hudson Valley 
apple trees will do, in a month or so more.  And so we wait.  
And wait.

At last, Adar.  We are suffering from cabin fever.  We are 
going stir crazy.  We are so ready for the foolishness of 
Purim.  Masks and merriment, megillah shpiels with their 
ridiculous puns and single entendres.  Hamantaschen, 
in astounding varieties, and the eternal question of who 
really likes the poppy seed ones.  The fun of shalach manot 
assembly lines and the gratitude for the (Divine) guidance 
of a GPS to deliver them.  And in what seems now like the 
blink of an eye, we must start cleaning for Pesach.  Again.

Maoz Tzur (Rock of Ages)
Maoz Tzur which means “Rock of Ages” in Hebrew is a 
“classic” and popular song that is often sung with great 
spirit after reciting the Chanukah blessings and lighting
the menorah.

It is a liturgical poem called a piyyut.  The first letters of the 
first five stanzas form an acrostic, meaning they spell the 
poet’s name, Mordecai, in Hebrew. It was written 800-900 
years ago in Europe and is usually sung to the tune of an old 
German folk song.  Nowadays many Jewish communities 
think of Maoz Tzur as a traditional Chanukah song.

It recounts the many times that God has delivered the 
Jewish people from their foes.  The first stanza, which is 
the one usually sung on Chanukah, thanks God for this 
protection.  The following stanzas speak of the exodus from 
Egypt as well as liberation from Babylonia, Persia, and 
Syria.  The fifth verse retells the story of Chanukah, saying 
“The Greeks gathered against me...they broke down the 
walls of my towers, and defiled all the oils.  But from the last 
remaining flask a miracle was wrought”.

Stanza 1
Rock of ages let our song
Praise Your saving power
You amid the raging foes
Were our sheltering tower
Furious they assailed us
But Your arm availed us

And Your word
Broke their sword

When our own strength failed us
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Congregation Emanuel 
Name Change 
By Rabbi Yael Romer

Temple Emanuel has prominently nurtured a vital 
Reform Jewish presence in Kingston for over 160 years.  
My predecessor Rabbi Eichhorn faithfully served this 
community for 36 years, his predecessor Rabbi Blum for 
over 30 years.  Both Rabbis Blum and Eichhorn were icons 
in the Kingston Community.  This year marks my fifteenth 
year serving as the Rabbi and Spiritual Leader of Temple 
Emanuel.

I came to the Temple Community at a time when the 
Congregation was still feeling the aftershocks of a belly 
flopped economy, members who had lost jobs and moved 
out of the area and a Congregation struggling to keep its 
doors open.

In the last fifteen years this Congregation has had the 
privilege of guiding a resurgence of energy, creativity and 
spirituality.  Our Synagogue underwent a facelift; physically 
and metaphorically.  Our beautiful building was renovated 
and updated when we added our magnificent Meditation 
Chapel.  Our worship and programming reflect the evolving 
spiritual needs of our Community and we are thrilled to be 
welcoming a dozen or more new family units each and every 
year.

We are proud of the continuity that is honored among 

the generations; we have involvement of three and four 
generations of membership from singles and young couples 
to longstanding members who have raised children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren in our Congregation.  
Our Tot Shabbat program is literally crawling with babies 
and toddlers.  Our Religious School Program is thriving 
under the wonderful guidance of our new Director Samara 
Genee.  Our Youth Group is happening with the energy of 
our Youth Director Maddy Bogner.  

Our Congregation has become electrified through learning.  
Each and every Sabbath our morning minyan engages in 
interactive dynamic Torah Study. Throughout the week 
there are classes on Jewish Meditation, Parashat ha-shavuah, 
Conversational Hebrew, Torah chanting and a spiritual 
exploration of Chasidic Texts.  

Each and every week Temple comes alive with Pilates, Yoga 
& Mah Jongg.  Our Sisterhood and Brotherhood are active 
with programming throughout the year.  A Rosh Chodesh 
Group meets monthly.  We host a Rhinebeck Satellite. 

Our worship on Sabbath and Holidays is full of song, 
spirituality and meaning of an Egalitarian Reform 
Congregation.  We incorporate innovation (outdoor 
services, dancing, storytelling and meditation) and integrate 
it with tradition.  But more than any specific program or 
observance, we are cultivating a dynamic Jewish experience 
through an eclectic energized Community.  We pride 
ourselves on the ways that we welcome, connect and care for 
one another during times of joy and times of need.

Adopting our new name Congregation Emanuel of 
the Hudson Valley epitomizes the growth, energy and 
vision that has marked our growing and thriving Reform 
community during the last decade.
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Congregation Emanuel 
of the Hudson Valley 
by Les Kalmus, President

Who? It’s us, Temple Emanuel in Kingston. So what’s with 
the new name?

There’s a story behind everything of course, and our story 
is a very interesting one that came to light accidentally a 
couple of years ago. At the time I was the Treasurer and 
our bank called us to tell us that we had differing names 
on several of our bank accounts and due to newer, stricter 
regulations, they needed proof of our actual name. As far 
as anyone knew, it has always been Temple Emanuel. One 
day, Joe Cohen and I paid a visit to our older records kept 
at a bank and we went through all the documents we could 
find. We found old deeds and other papers, all of which 
used Temple Emanuel. Finally, I came across an envelope 
containing several papers and discovered that one of them 
was the original, hand written Certificate of Incorporation 
signed and notarized on June 6, 1854, over one hundred 
sixty years ago. It was written with pen and ink and was 
complete with ink blots and seals placed next to their 
signatures by B. Dreyfus and Alexander Adler, our first 
officers, and notarized by Johannes Hasbrouck, Justice of 
the Peace. We made a photocopy and replaced the papers in 
the vault for safekeeping.

Later that day, I went to the office of the Ulster County 
Clerk and asked if they had a record of this Certificate in 
their files and, because I had the exact date, they were able to 
locate a copy of their record immediately. I took a certified 

copy of their record from them and the next day tried to read 
each document. The original certificate is two pages long 
on the legal paper of that time but the script handwriting 
with its flourishes and curlicues was sometimes difficult to 
read. The County Clerk’s version was an exact handwritten 
transcription of the original document written by M. 
Sheldon, the Ulster County Clerk at that time, and filed in 
the public record on June 7, 1854 “at 2 ¾ in the afternoon”. 
The clerk’s handwriting was also somewhat difficult to read 
but comparing one version to the other, I was able to read 
the document completely.

So what was the actual name you ask? Very unexpectedly, 
it was “The Trustees of Emanuel Church in the Town 
of Kingston in the County of Ulster”. We were a legally 
registered Religious Corporation in NY State but with a 
name that really didn’t work for us today. Once we made 
this news available to our congregation, the Board worked 
on alternatives and we decided on Congregation Emanuel 
of the Hudson Valley because it more accurately reflected 
who we are and the area we serve. The name has been been 
formally changed by the County Clerk’s office and should 
last us another one hundred sixty years or more. Everyone 
will probably still call us Temple Emanuel, though, and I 
don’t think anyone will complain.

 

Leonard & Barbara Zimet Religious School 
 

Outstanding Staff 
Sabbath Youth-Led Service 
Mid-Week Drop-In 

Jewish Education in Jewish Time 

NOW ON SATURDAYS 
Integrating Sabbath Rhythms 

845-338-4271 x 110 
243 Albany Ave in Kingston 

 

templeemanuelkingston.org 
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Transformative Biblical Women, Sacred 
Metaphors and Chants, New Names for 
G-d, Humor in Judaism, Paths of Blessing, 
Gratitude and Healing and Tales of the 
Baal Shem Tov are just some of the varied 
topics offered at our first Day of Jewish 
Learning on Sunday, November 16 at 
SUNY Ulster in Stone Ridge.  We thank 
the many area spiritual and lay leaders 
who shared their knowledge, experiences 
and wisdom with more than 120 eager 
students.  Representing a wide range 
of backgrounds all the attendees had in 
common - an enthusiasm for learning.  
You could practically hear the air crackle 
amidst all the animated conversation. 
When Jewish Federation of Ulster 
County Board member, Ellen Triebwasser 
proposed last spring that we offer a 
Day of Jewish Learning, based on the 
international “Limmud (Learning)” 
model, the Board agreed and a planning 
committee went to work.  The Day was 
conceived to be educational, uplifting, 
and intellectually stimulating.  The 
featured speakers were Vera and Seymour 
Nussenbaum, (now in their late 80’s; 
the Aunt and Uncle of Temple Emanuel 
congregant, Glenn Grubard).  The 
Nussenbaums shared their fascinating 
stories - about the Kindertransport 
(escape of children from Nazi Germany) 
and the Ghost Army (which played a 
secret role in defeating the enemy in 
WWII).

Music, a book exchange and kosher 
food added to what turned out to be a 
thoroughly enjoyable and invigorating 
day.  Ideas are already streaming in for next 
year and you can get yours in to:  info@
ucjf.org.  The Day of Jewish Learning 
committee is most grateful to Dr. Donald 
Katt, President of SUNY Ulster and to 
Debra Waller-Frederick, Coordinator 
of Campus Life, and the college staff, 
who made this event go smoothly and 
professionally.  Thanks are also expressed 

to all the contributing teachers and to the 
volunteers and attendees who made it 
possible!

With sincere appreciation,

The Day of Jewish Learning Committee 
Ellen Triebwasser, Chair

Pat Brakman, Barbara Cohen, Bruria 
Bodek-Falik, Brenda Fletcher, Cantor 
Devorah Gartner, Arlene Gould, Glenn 
Grubard and Harriet Miller

OUR FIRST DAY OF JEWISH LEARNING – 
A BIG SUCCESS! 

Featured guest speaker, Vera Nussenbaum, sharing her riveting story of being a 12-year-old sent 
away from her family in Germany to safety in England on the first Kindertransport during WWII. 

Photo Credit: Robert S. Gartner

Hadassah Gift Wrapping
By Gail Levy

Monday, December 8 thru
Wednesday, December 24  (mall hours)

Great Location: formally the  
pretzel store by food court   

The Kingston-Woodstock Chapter of Hadassah is once again 
preparing to sponsor  the gift wrapping booth at the Hudson 
Valley Mall in December. Together with Hadassah members 
and their family and friends this monumental two - plus 
week task will raise thousands of dollars that each year goes 
to Cancer research. 

Please call Gail Levy at 339-7748 to schedule your time.
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Chanukah Recipes
Gingered Carrot Latkes
from Epicurious
Yields about 15 
Ingredients

  6 cups coarsely grated peeled carrots
  6 TBL flour
  1 ½ TSP salt
  ¾ TSP baking powder
  1/2 TSP black pepper
  7 TSP finely grated& peeled fresh ginger
  3 large eggs, beaten
  Canola oil

Preparation
Place carrots in large bowl and press with paper towels to 
absorb any moisture.

In another bowl, whisk flour, salt, baking powder, and pepper 
to blend.  Mix in carrots and ginger, then eggs.

Pour enough oil into heavy large skillet to cover bottom and 
heat over medium heat.  Working in batches and adding more 
oil as needed, drop mixture by ¼ cupfuls into skillet and 
spread to 3 ½ inch rounds.  Fry until golden, about 5 minutes 
per side.  Transfer latkes to baking sheet & and let stand at 
room temperature.

Can reheat in 350 degree oven until crisp.
Serve with relish and salsa (see next) 

Celery & Cilantro Relish
Ingredients

  2 cups finely diced celery              
  3 TBL olive oil
  2 TBL minced cilantro            
  2 TSP Sherry wine vinegar

Preparation
Combine all ingredients in medium bowl  Season relish with 
salt and pepper. Let stand at least 30 minute. Can be made 6 
hours ahead. Cover and chill.

Salsa
Ingredients

  3 Fuji apples, peeled, halved, cored       
  ½ cup minced green onion
  2 TBL minced, seeded, jalapeno chiles    
  1/2 cup fresh lemon juice
  2 TBL honey                                            
  4 TSP finely grated lemon peel

Preparation
Coarsely grate apples into strainer set over large bowl.  Press 
and turn apples to drain excess juice. Transfer apples to 
medium bowl. Stir in green onions and chiles. Whisk lemon 
juice, honey, and lemon peel in small bowl to blend. Mix into 
apples. Season salsa with salt and pepper. Can also be made 6 
hours before and chilled.
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It was a beautiful evening indeed! 
More than 400 people gathered on 
Thursday, September 4th  at the 
Wiltwyck Golf Club in Kingston for 
the Federation’s 18th annual Fall for 
Art fundraising event.  Thanks to the 
generous support of the participating 
artists, sponsors, patrons, ticket, 
raffle and art buyers, contributors 
and volunteers, we raised more than 
$20,000 for area charities and for 
needy individuals in Israel and other 
countries. The food was delicious, 
the quality and variety of art were 
outstanding and the camaraderie was 
delightful.  

The evening’s highlight was the 
presentation of awards to the three 
young artists: Megan DeMarco (from 
Marlboro);  Suki McCarty (from 
Rhinebeck) and Asher Weinman 
(from New Paltz), winners of our 
“Emerging Artists of the Hudson 
Valley Competition.”  Our Committee 
would especially like to thank Ulster 
County Executive Michael Hein, Tim 
Distell, Communications Coordinator 
from the office of NY State Senator 
Cecilia Tkaczyk and Kate Better from 
Congressman Chris Gibson’as office 
for their proclamations, for their 
presence at the event, and for their 
support of the Federation.  Grateful 
thanks are also expressed to: Cornelia 
Seckel, Publisher of Art Times; F. 
Tor Gudmundsen, painter; and Paul 
Solis-Cohen, owner of Catskill Art 
and Office Supply, our distinguished 
panel of judges who selected the 
competition’s winning works from 
more than 70 submitted by 39 Hudson 
Valley high school art students 

representing 12 area schools. We also 
wish to thank Renee Darmstadt of the 
Cornell Street Studios for presenting 
these students’ artworks at her gallery 
in a special summer exhibit.  

Fall for Art, a major fundraising 
event of the Jewish Federation of 
Ulster County, spotlights more than 
25 of our most talented area artists 
and brings together members of our 
community for a memorable evening 
which provides support for area 
agencies including:  the Food Bank of 
the Hudson Valley, CASA, Family of 
Woodstock, Jewish Family Services, 
Hillel of New Paltz, People’s Place 
as well as camp, travel and student 
scholarships for area students.

Plans are already underway for Fall for 
Art  2015 – so SAVE THE DATE: 
Thursday, September  10th.  The 
Call for Entries for artists will be 
going out early in the year and we 
will be contacting area businesses for 
Sponsorships.  So please let us know 
if you have any suggestions or would 
like to add names to our invitation list.  
Email:  info@fallforart.org or call 845-
338-8131.  Thank you for supporting 
this Federation event.

Sincerely,  
The Fall for Art Committee 

Sara Beames, Barbara Cohen, Arlene 
Gould, Sloane Grubard, Darlene Levit, 
Randi Mundi & Sue Worthman

More Fall for Art photos on page 23

A BEAUTIFUL EVENING!

L –R Winners of the “Emerging Artists of the HV Competition” with their winning pieces: 
Suki McCarty (Shoes – 2nd prize);  Megan DeMarco (“Cross your T’s &  Dot your Eyes” 1st 
prize); Asher Weinman (“Little Me” – 3rd prize) and Fall for Art Committee members:  Sue 
Worthman (2nd from left) and Randy Mundi (2nd from right)

Photo Credit for all Fall for Art Photos: Celeste Brunelle
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Get A  
Better tAx 
BreAk.  
Give More 
Gelt.
When you give gelt to Federation, you bring light into Jewish lives 

at home and around the world. And when you give by December 

31, 2014, your gift is also tax deductible. That’s in addition to the 

warm glow you receive from helping your Jewish community. 

Your gift helps the vulnerable in our community in countless 

ways. Bringing food and comfort to our elderly in Eastern 

Europe, trauma counseling to families in Southern Israel, Jewish 

education to children from everywhere from Minsk to Mumbai. 

And much more.

So this Chanukah, give gelt to Federation. You may be 

surprised at just how much you get in return.

Please Donate to:
Jewish Federation of Ulster County
1 Albany Avenue G 10
Kingston, New York  12401
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Submitted by  Bruria Bodek Falik

Israel engineers fire up solar energy tree 
I i24news  just right for Hanukah.

Does energy grow on trees? Israeli 
engineers have created a “solar tree” 
that is capable of producing electricity 
and of fulfilling a number of practical 
functions.

The eTree is an ecological sculpture that 
was developed by an Israeli renewable 
energy systems company called Sologic 
and was designed to resemble a tree.

The innovative device was unveiled on 
Thursday at the HaNadiv Gardens near 
the Israeli town of Zikhron Ya’akov. 

According to the company’s website, 
the eTree can fulfill a variety of 
functions, including offering a shaded 
recreation area, free WiFi, charging 
smartphones and other electronic 
devices, acting as an outlet for 
appliances, providing cold drinking 
water and even offering a computer 
monitor for people to chat with friends 
at other eTrees. On top of all this, it also 

provides night lighting.

The eTree’s creators are looking to 
install their invention in both urban 
and residential areas, as well as in parks, 
cultural centers, and along hiking 
trails. The sculpture is intended to 
operate automatically and with little 
to no maintenance as well as provide 
electricity day and night.

It was designed by Israeli artist Yoav 

Ben-Dov and is made up of metal tubes, 
tempered glass and other materials 
that can withstand harsh weather 
conditions. According to Ynet, the 
eTree will be able to produce up to 
1,400 watts per hour, which amounts to 
roughly 7 kilowatts of power per day.

The radiation-free ecological invention 
might also be installed in cities in 
France and China in the future, the 
company said.

Good News from Israel
Sologic’s eTree can produce electricity, give free WiFi, charge electronic devices and act as a computer.

DAY NIGHT



11

Jewish Federation of Ulster County | OUR VOICE

“The Israel Advocate”
By Nathan Borsky, Israel Advocate Chairman

June, July and August of this year were extremely difficult on the population of Israel. Each day, over 4 million civilians 
across Israel experienced frequent siren warnings of impending rocket attacks requiring them to scramble to bomb 
shelters. Over 3,500 rockets were fired at them from Gaza and if it were not for the “Iron Dome” the casualties would 
have been in the thousands. Thankfully, the Israeli developed Iron Dome system worked well and intercepted most of 
the rockets. Imagine going to sleep not knowing when the next siren would sound and a rocket or many rockets would 
explode on top of you? 

Naturally Israel had to launch operation “Protective Edge” to protect her citizens and in the process discovered “death 
tunnels”, some right up to the steps of the dining rooms in the nearby kibbutzim. It is now well documented that Hamas 
planned a massacre for Erev Rosh Hashana. 

Under such circumstances, logic would dictate that Israel had a right to protect her population. Unfortunately the world 
and even elements in our community accused and blamed Israel. As soon as the rockets from Gaza started flying and 
Israel began to retaliate, demonstrators showed up at the Village Green in Woodstock, at Congressman Gibson’s office 
on Broadway, Kingston and other surrounding areas, accusing Israel of “genocide”.

In response Israel Advocacy went into action and organized counter-demonstrations. Our Jewish Community came 
together and we turned out in large numbers seven (7) consecutive times from July 18th through August 24th   until the 
extended cease-fire was reached.  Here is a photo of one such group demonstration on a hot Sunday in July.

I want to take this opportunity to thank each and every one of you that came out to support Israel and to help us 
overwhelm the Israel bashers. Many of you were there at each rally and demonstration. 

BUT WE MUST NOT STOP NOW. 

It is imperative that we must challenge the falsehoods and the anti-Israel/anti-Semitic agenda of a large part of the 
world. Daily, the media coverage of Israel is laced with expressions intentionally crafted to delegitimize the Jewish State. 

Here are phrases and references that violate the facts, yet are used constantly by the media and even unwittingly by us. 
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“THE ISRAEL ADVOCATE”
by Nathan Borsky,  Israel Advocacy Chairman

As part of our Israel Advocacy mission we are always searching for
the most effective and efficient way to communicate the situation
Israel faces daily in the immediate neighborhood that surrounds
her and the greater world neighborhood that she has to deal with.
The current effort by the U.S. to broker a peace deal with the P.A.
makes it even more urgent to understand who the “peace” partner
is. In the following interview with Khaled Abu Toameh, we get a
perspective from an Arab Israeli and a prominent and respected
journalist.

Charley J. Levine interviews Khaled Abu Toameh

Khaled Abu Toameh, 50, an award-winning Israeli journalist and documentary
filmmaker, has reported on Arab affairs for three decades. He writes for the
Jerusalem Post and the New York-based Gatestone Institute, a nonpartisan,
not-for-profit international policy council and think tank, where he is a senior
adviser. Since 1989, he also has been a producer and consultant for NBC News.
He grew up in the Arab Israeli town of Baqa al-Gharbiyye near Haifa and studied
at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. He now lives in Jerusalem.

Q. What are the challenges of working as a journalist in the West Bank and Gaza?

A. Before the Oslo peace process began, Arab journalists had almost no problem traveling throughout the West Bank and
Gaza, speaking freely with Palestinians. But ever since the Palestinian Authority came to the West Bank and Gaza, the
situation has become much more challenging and dangerous. The P.A. expects you to serve as an official spokesperson
and avoid criticism of its leaders.

With Hamas in power in Gaza, itÕs become even more dangerous for independent Arab journalists. Because of the BDS
[boycott, divestment and sanctions] movement against Israel, journalists representing the Israeli media, like myself, face
not only difficulties but threats and even physical violence when we go to Ramallah. The P.A. leadership in the West Bank
promotes BDS against Israel and also fights normalization with Israel. It bans meetings between Palestinians and Israelis
and condemns the Israeli media as extremely hostile, which makes it impossible to work there and endangers our lives.

Q. How does the Arab street respond to your reporting?

A. No one tells me that what I am reporting is inaccurate or untrue. I am often criticized, however, for reporting the
facts. I am only reporting what many Arab journalists want to report. If I resided in Ramallah, I would not be reporting
many things. There are P.A. journalists who post critical things on Facebook and risk prison. Those who ask the wrong
questions at press conferences are sometimes detained or even tortured.

I live inside Israel, so my reality is sharply different. I receive more threats from pro-Palestine students and academics in
the U.S. than I do from local Palestinians.

Q. What happened to the moderate Palestinian center?

A. Palestinians have been so radicalized that you will find very few Palestinians who will openly talk about making any
significant compromise with Israel. No P.A. leader would dare to sign any agreement with Israel for fear of being con-

We must stop repeating them and correct those that use them: 

• “West Bank:” Claims that “Judea and Samaria” is simply the “biblical name for the West 
Bank” are false. The Hebrew-origin terms “Judea” and “Samaria” were used through 1950 
when invading [Trans]Jordan renamed them the “West Bank” in order to disassociate 
these areas of the Jewish homeland from Jews. The UN’s own 1947 partition resolution 
referred not to “West Bank,” but to “the hill country of Judea and Samaria. Thus 
Jordan is the “East Bank” of the original Palestine Mandate, which was designated as 
the homeland for the Jewish People.

• “East” Jerusalem or “traditionally Arab East” Jerusalem: From the city’s second 
millennium BCE origins until 1947 CE, there was no such place as “East” Jerusalem. Only 
for a period of 19 years between 1948 and 1967, when Jordan invaded and captured part 
of the city was Jerusalem divided. Eastern Jerusalem is a neighborhood of the city that 
Israel reunified in 1967.

• “The UN sought to create Jewish and Palestinian States:” IT DID NOT. Palestine was inhabited by Jewish and Arab 
“Palestinians”.  In the 1947 partition resolution, the UN refers to “the Jewish State” and “the Arab  State”. The is no mention of a 
“Palestinian” state.

• “Palestinian Refugee Issue:” It was the invading Arab nations bent on Israel’s destruction that both encouraged and caused 
the bulk of the Arabs to flee Israel. And a greater number of media constantly ignore the indigenous Middle Eastern Jews, 
close to 800,000, who were expelled from vast Arab and other Muslim lands in the wake of the Arab-Israeli War. 
Their number is greater than the number of Arabs that fled the Jewish part of Palestine. That Israel absorbed the bulk of these 
Jews, while Arab “hosts,”including in Palestine itself, isolate the Arab refugees and their descendants in Western-supported 
“refugee camps” does not convert the Arab-Israeli conflict’s two-sided refugee issue into a “Palestinian” refugee issue. Had the 
Palestinian Arabs accepted the UN partition plan, they would also have been celebrating their 66th anniversary.

• Israel “Seized”Arab Lands in 1967: IT DID NOT. These were not “Arab lands”. These were “Palestinian ( Jewish and Arab) 
lands occupied by Jordan. The 1967 war, like its predecessors, was a defensive war forced upon Israel. The Jordanians and the 
other Arabs simply wanted to destroy the Jewish State. 

• Israel’s “1967 Borders:” The 1949 Israel-Jordan Armistice Agreement expressly declared the “green line” it drew between 
the two sides as a military ceasefire line only, without prejudice to either side’s political border claims. The post-’67 war UN 
resolution 242 pointedly did not demand Israel retreat from these lines.

• “Israeli-Occupied West Bank and East Jerusalem:” That the media insistently calls Israeli presence in Jerusalem and in 
Judea and Samaria “Israeli occupation of Palestinian territories” does not make it so. “Occupation” is an international law 
term referencing foreign presence in the sovereign territory of another state. The land of Israel’s last sovereign native 
state before modern Israel was Jewish Judea.

• “Jewish Settlers and Settlements” vs. “Palestinian Residents of Neighborhoods and Villages:” A favorite media method 
is to refer in the same sentence to “Jewish settlers” in “settlements” and to “Palestinian residents” of nearby “neighborhoods” and 
“villages.” Jews are not alien” settlers” in a Jerusalem that’s had a Jewish majority since 19th century times or in the Judea-
Samaria Jewish historical heartland. We too make the mistake of referring to “settlements and settlers.”

• Israel’s “Jewish State” recognition is “a stumbling block to peace”: The Jewish homeland of Israel has always been central to 
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Jewish peoplehood. In 1947, British Foreign Secretary Bevin told Parliament that the Jews’ “essential point of principle” 
was Jewish Palestine sovereignty.

• “Palestinians accept and Israel rejects a Two-State Solution:” WRONG. Both the U.S. and Israel define ‘Two States’ 
as two states for two peoples – Jews and Arabs. The majority on the Arab side reject two states for two peoples. The Arabs 
continuously and consistently deny Israel’s right to exist as the nation-state of the Jewish People, no matter where its 
borders are drawn.

Addendum to The Israel Advocate 

For those of you whose missed our November 11th Program: “MAKING THE DESERT BLOOM” and those of you who 
wanted more information about the work of JNF and the OR Movement here is the website: http://www.jnf.org/work-we-do/
blueprint-negev/

You will note the reference to “Blueprint-Negev”. When you open that page you will find the individual projects listed on the 
right hand side. These are not all the project but this will give you an idea of the scope of the JNF undertaking. If you wish to 
explore the development work underway with communities, just click on the following topics:

Developing New Communities
Strengthening Existing Communities
Working with Bedouin Communities

And thank you all for a wonderful turnout and support,

Nat Borsky 
IAC Chairman

Proprietors:
Barbara & Joe Cohen

70 North Front Street
Kingston, New York 12401

(845) 389-9918
www.schwartzsinn.com

“May the Schwartz 
be with you!”

SCHWARTZ’S INN

 

 

THE CENTER 
FOR INDEPENDENT  

JUDAIC STUDIES 


Alternatives in Jewish Education for ages 6 through 96 
 

No Required Courses   
 Flexible Scheduling 

No Membership Fees  
Individual Attention 
No Registration or Book Fees  

 Academic Excellence 
Project Based Learning 

 

Visit us any Sunday 
9:00am – 12:30pm 

 

Cantor Devorah E. Gartner, Founder/Director  
100 Lucas Avenue 

Kingston, New York 
cantordevorah@gmail.com 

(845) 901-5428 
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Congregation Agudas Achim
“Where All Are Welcome”

254 Lucas Avenue • Kingston, NY 12401
Telephone/Fax: (845) 331-1176

www.ChabadUlsterCounty.org
Stay up-to-date and follow us on  

Twitter @RabbiHecht

Rabbi Yitzchok Hecht
Rabbi AB Itkin

Bruce Tuchman & Howard  
Vichinsky, Co-Presidents

Calendar of Events

First night of Chanukah
Tuesday, December 16 - 5:15 pm Ellenville Public 
Menorah lighting....  at Liberty Square. Apple cider, latkas, 
doughnuts, music and gifts for all children!

Second Day of Chanukah 
Thursday, December 18 -  10:00am
Share the Joys of Chanukah with the seniors at Mountain 
Valley Manor Adult Care Facility! Join us as we give out 
Chanukah gifts, Sing Chanukah songs, Light the Menorah, 
doughnuts, music.

Second Day of Chanukah Thursday
December 18 - 2:00pm 
Share the Joys of Chanukah with the seniors at the Golden 
Hill Health Care Center! Join us as we give out Chanukah 
gifts, Sing Chanukah songs, Light the Menorah, doughnuts, 
music.

Fifth night of Chanukah
Saturday night, December 20 - 7:00 pm
At Agudas Achim 254 Lucas Ave.
Public Menorah Lighting, Chocolate Chanukah gelt, gifts 
for all children, arts ‘n’ crafts, music, smiles & much much 
more! Hot dairy buffet will be served. For more info and 
reservations 845-331-1176

Fifth day of Chanukah
Sunday  December 21st  Kids Program:  at the Home 
Depot (Ulster Ave)  from 11:00 until 12:30. Create your 

own Chanukah craft at Home Depot. Parents and children 
welcome. For more info and to rsvp, please call Leah at 845-
334-9044

Fifth day of Chanukah, Sunday, December 21, 4:10pm
Woodstock Public Menorah Lighting at the Village Green
Apple cider, latkas, doughnuts, music, gifts for every child!

Seventh day of Chanukah
Tuesday, December 23, 5:30- 7:30 pm
Jewish Woman’s Circle - Latkes and Lattes
Come and indulge in a gourmet latke bar and assorted 
flavored lattes. Hear some thoughts on Chanukah and the 
feminine connection. Chanukah treats will be served. Bring 
your own menorah to light, Chanukah songs. For more info 
and reservations www.ChabadUlsterCounty.org/jwc or call 
Dena Crane at 845-246-0177

Join with us as we share the Joys of Chanukah with 
the seniors at The Birches Chambers senior housing & 
Birchwood Village, we will be singing Chanukah songs, 
Lighting the Menorah, music, giving out Chanukah 
doughnuts. For more info and times 845-331-1176

The Hebrew School of Ulster County

An innovative and creative new program and curriculum!!!
Exciting, educational, hands-on learning! A must for every 
child!! Bringing Judaism to life! Located in Kingston & 
Ellenville. For more info contact: Binie Itkin, 845-331-1176, 
www.ChabadUlsterCounty.org/HebrewSchool

Tea ‘n’ Torah
Engaging & Edifying Study & Conversation
facilitated by Rebbetzins Leah Hecht & Binie Itkin

SYNAGOGUE 
NEWS

Pages  14-23



15

Jewish Federation of Ulster County | OUR VOICE

Enjoy delicious kosher pastries and teas as you delight in the
company of friends and gain appreciation for the insight and
wisdom of the Torah. RSVP is appreciated. For women only.
Call 845-331-1176 for dates & times.

Woodstock Weekly Torah Session
Living Torah video presentation.  A weekly torah lesson by 
the Lubavitcher Rebbe. Followed by group discussion and 
explanation. We will then learn about the Jewish mystical 
and practical approach to love or learn about the upcoming 
Jewish Holiday. 
For further details call Renee at 845-679-7148. 6:00pm 
Event Location: Woodstock Library
Library Ln Woodstock, New York 

“Be a Minyan-aire” Tuesday @ 8:00 AM
Guaranteed to be done by 8:45 AM
Davening followed by great coffee and kosher danish.

Join us Friday evenings. Services begin 10 minutes after 
candle lighting. Join us Shabbos morning at 9:00 AM, 
service followed by Kiddush with vegetarian Cholent.

Jewish Women’s Circle of Ulster County
Jewish Women’s Circle is an opportunity for Jewish women 
in our area to meet new friends, socialize and learn in an 
informal setting.

Saturday Night - January 17th 6:30-8:30pm 
Sfardic style Melava Malka... a special meal after Shabbat to 
escort the Shabbat Queen.
Come and enjoy Sfardic Music and Cuisine.

Sunday - February 8th 3:00-5:00pm 
Weave Your Way Through the Purim Story - Come learn 
and/or share you knowledge in knitting, crocheting and 
spinning wool.

Monday - March 16th 5:30-7:30pm - Radiant Skin; 
Shining Soul. Learn great tips & techniques on how to have 
beautiful skin the natural way.

For more information
www.ChabadUlsterCounty.org/JWC or call Dena Crane
at 845-246-0177

JLI: The Jewish Learning Institute brings you relevant  

Jewish learning with with powerful discovery and depth, 
touching the soul and altering the life course of our learners. 
Our holistic approach to Jewish study considers the impact 
of Jewish values on personal and interpersonal growth. 

Drawing on research-based research-based instructional 
design and cutting-edge approaches to adult learning, JLI’s 
innovative presentation of traditional Judaism is designed 
to be both intellectually rigorous and highly accessible. For 
more information about JLI in general and to learn about 
our upcoming course at Agudas Achim, visit www.MyJLI.
com

Jewish Law: Every Shabbos afternoon approximately one 
hour before the end of Shabbos between Sukkos and Pesach 
and approximately two hours before the end of Shabbos 
between Pesach and Rosh Hashanah. Emails: Featuring 
updates, announcements, words of Torah and more. To join 
email RabbiHecht@chabadulstercounty.org

Continued on next page

Miller Massage & Meditation 
Isabel M. Miller          Bennett Miller 

               Lic. Massage Therapist            Certified Reiki Master 

 
                 845 706-3024                            845 706-6736 

 Rehabilitation & Relaxation  -  Kundalini Meditation & Yoga 
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Congregation Agudas Achim
Continued

Jewish Holiday Times: A Jewish magazine about the 
Holidays mailed directly to your home. It is printed 4 times a 
year. If you do not receive this magazine presently please
email us your mailing address. We will gladly add you to our 
mailing list.

Katz Family Hospitality Suites
Need a place to stay for a Shabbat or Yom Tov, Join us!
For more information call 845-331-1176

Need a new Mezuzah or Teffilin?
Do you have a Mezuzah adorning your Home or 
Apartment? We would love to help you participate in this 
wonderful Mitzvah! Ancient tradition teaches that this small 
mitzvah brings blessing and serenity to your home. A person
introduces holiness and harmony into the world by placing a 
Mezuzah on his or her door. Call Rabbi AB at 412-401-0238

Congregation Agudas 
Achim Sisterhood 
by Shirley Crystal 

Sisterhood Gift Shop
Visit our Sisterhood Gift Shop soon for all of your 
Chanukah gift purchases. Our gift shop is fully stocked 
with Chanukah merchandise including menorahs, candles, 
draydels, decorations, gift wrap, children’s books, and gifts 
for the home. 
For an appointment contact S. Crystal @ 331-4646.

Kiddush
Kiddush is provided every Shabbos and holidays to all 
attending services. To sponsor a kiddush for a birthday, 
anniversary, yahrzeit, or other occasion contact Shirley 
Crystal @ 331-4646 or Rosemary Lewis @ 331-0766.

Memorial Plaques
Memorial plaques located in our sanctuary may be 
purchased in memory of a loved one.  For further 
information contact Barbara Blas @338-3499. 

Mah Jongg
All Mah Jongg players can order the new 2015 card by 
contacting Rosemary Lewis @331-0766 prior to January 
15th. The cost per card for the regular size print is $8.00 and 
the cost for the large print card is $9.00.

Tribute Cards
To send a card in honor of, in memory of, or other special 
occasion contact Brenda Fletcher @338-5980 or Rosemary 
Lewis @ 331-0766.  For a nominal donation a card will be 
mailed for you.

Tree of Life
Leaves may be ordered on the Tree of Life to commemorate 
a special occasion such as Bar/Bat Mitzvah, birthday, 
anniversary, graduation, wedding, or other special event.  
For further information contact Lorraine Trast @ 331-3513.
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Congregation
 Ahavath Israel

By Cantor Devorah Gartner
cantordevorah@gmail.com

100 Lucas Avenue • Kingston, NY  12401
(845) 338-4409

www.ahavathisraelkingston.org
E-mail: ahavath.israel@gmail.com

Cantor Josh Hilsenrath • Rebecca Balzac, President

Winter Schedule of Services 5775

WEEKLY SERVICES
Fridays: Kabbalat ShabbatService ................................ 7:30pm

Please join us for Oneg Shabbat following services.
Saturdays: Shabbat Morning Services ......................... 9:30am

Please join us for Kiddush following services.
Sundays: Morning Minyan ............................................. 9:30am

Please join us for a light breakfast following services.

DECEMBER
Annual Brisket Dinner – Friday, December 5th
Kabbalat Shabbat EARLY Service ................................ 6:15pm
Please join us for Shabbat Dinner .................................. 7:15pm

$18 per adult/$12 per child (ages 5-12)
RSVP on or by Tuesday, December 2nd

108x108 Raffle Party & Silent Auction 
Saturday, December 20th

We are celebrating our 108th wonderful year!
Only 100 tickets will be sold at $100 each

(up to 4 people may purchase a ticket together)
First Prize ............................................................................$3000
Second Prize .......................................................................$1500
Third Prize ............................................................................ $500

Each ticket grants free admission to our Chanukah Party for 4

Hord’oevres – Adult beverages
Dinner buffet with latkes from around the world

Viennese dessert table
Community Menorah lighting – Stories – Songs

Silent Auction – Door Prizes
Dreidels & Gelt for children

JANUARY
Annual Pasta Dinner – Friday, January 9th
Kabbalat Shabbat EARLY Service ................................ 6:15pm

Please join us for Shabbat Dinner .................................. 7:15pm
$15 per adult/$10 per child (ages 5-12)

RSVP on or by Tuesday, January6th

Congregation Tag & Bag Sale – Sunday, January 11th
(snow date – Sunday, January 25th)

Tag Sale  ......................................................... 10:00am – 3:00pm
Bag Sale  .......................................................... 3:00pm – 5:00pm 

FEBRUARY
Tub’Shevat Seder – Saturday, February 7th at 12:00pm

Please join us following services for a beautiful Tub’Shevat 
Seder & Kiddush. We will explore & celebration the 4 Worlds 

of Kabbalah as we anticipate the coming of spring.

Chicken Dinner – Friday, February20th
KabbalatShabbatEARLYService .................................... 6:15pm
Please join us for Shabbat Dinner .................................. 7:15pm

$18 per adult/$12 per child (ages 5-12)
RSVP on or by Tuesday, February 17th

MARCH
CAI is proud to welcome the incomparable

SAM GLASER
Artist in Residence Weekend

March 6th & 7th

Shabbat Dinner with Sam – Friday, March 6th
Kabbalat Shabbat EARLY Service ................................ 6:15pm

Please join Sam for a VERY special Shabbat Dinner filled 
with stories, songs, learning & community sing-a-long.

$36 per adult/$18 per child (ages 5-12)/$75 per family

Shabbat Lunch & Learn – Saturday, March7th
Following Shabbat Morning Services, please join Sam 

for a festive Lunch & Learn at 12:00pm.
$20 per adult/$10 per child (ages 5-12)/$50 per family

Saturday Evening Concert & Reception
Join us an incredible evening of music and joy, as Sam sings 
old favorites, new songs & joins with the area choirs, clergy & 
children to rock the house with his unique fusion of Jewish  pop, 
rock & soul.

Please join us following the concert for a dessert reception where 
you can meet & chat with Sam, as well as pick out your favorites 
CD to take home.

Please see insert page for tickets & event combos.
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Congregation Emanuel
of the Hudson Valley  

(formally Temple Emanuel)
243 Albany Avenue, Kingston, NY 12401 

Main Office: (845) 338-4271 x 101
Rabbi’s Study: (845) 338-4384 x 102

main office: templeemanuel@hvc.rr.com, 
Rabbi’s Email: rabbiromer@hvc.rr.com 

www.templeemanuelkingston.org
Rabbi Yael Romer, Cantor Robert Cohen,  

President Les Kalmus
 Religious School Director: Samara Genee

Congregation Emanuel is a Reform Congregation 
with an open door policy; we invite you to join 
us for weekly services, holidays, festivals and 

celebrations throughout the year.

Worship Services
Early Kabbalat Shabbat Service  ................................6:00PM

1st Friday of each month 
Friday Kabbalat Shabbat Service .............................. 7:30PM

Families of all ages join in a vibrant and 
moving celebration of the Sabbath

Musical Shabbat  ..............................................................7:30PM
3rd Friday of each month

Shabbat Service with Zemer Choir .......................... 7:30PM
4th Friday of each month

Saturday Morning Minyan Service  ........................10:00AM
September through June

Children are always welcome at all services &
 we provide soft toys for little ones

Rhinebeck Area Sabbath Celebrations select holidays 
throughout the year including Second Day of Rosh 
Hashannah, Sukkot & Tu B’Shevat held in the Rhinebeck 
area. Rhinebeck Meditation & Torah Study held weekly 
on Thursday mornings, September through the end of June.

Tot Shabbat –December 13, January 24, February 21, 
March 21- from 9 to 9:30AM select Saturday mornings 
once a month September through June.  Tot Shabbat is a 
great way to introduce your young child to Congregation 
Emanuel life, meet other pre-school children and their 
parents and enjoy a warm and exciting program of song, 

dance and Jewish stories.

Lunch with the Rabbi –  January 6th, February 3rd &  
March 3rd with Cantor Cohen! - Join Rabbi Yael Romer 
the first Tuesday of most months from noon to 1:30 for food 
for the body and food for the soul.

Adult Education with the Rabbi 
(call 338-4271x101 for class dates & time)
 • Hebrew Trope
 • Torah Study
 • Beginner & Intermediate Conversational Modern Hebrew
 • Meditation and Parashat Shuvah
 • Private Conversion Tutorials
 • Speaking Torah 

Our esteemed Religious School is held on scheduled 
Saturdays from 9:30AM-12:30PM, first day Saturday 
September 13.  Our students use the URJ’s Chai Curriculum 
and Hebrew course, enhanced by Art, Music & Dance.  The 
school day includes a youth-led service with prayer, song 
& dance.  Religious education at Congregation Emanuel 
of the Hudson Valley works in partnership with the home 
to foster a commitment to Judaism and Israel.  First year of 
Membership is FREE to new families with enrollment of 
your child(ren) in Religious School!  Contact our Religious 
School Director, Samara Genee, at 845-338-4271 x 110 for 
more information.

B’nai Mitzvah Program: Text and Commentary Study, 
group learning and individual tutoring covering Jewish 
history and culture, ritual and prayer, and Hebrew with 
Rabbi Romer and tutors.

Confirmation Study: For young adults in 9th & 10th 
grades with the Rabbi.  Held on scheduled Wednesdays 
during the school year, students discuss current events, 
explore what it means to be a Jew in modern context and 
take an annual weekend class trip.

Social Action
We are blessed to have a warm caring community that helps 
others in their time of need through the workings of the 
soup kitchen, pre-holiday group visits to nursing homes 
throughout the Hudson Valley, an annual food drive, and 
the joint project “Rebuilding Together” with our neighbors 
St. John’s Episcopal Church. 

Junior Youth Group - Maddy Bogner Advisor
Congregation Emanuel of the Hudson Valley’s ’s local 
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chapter of NFTY - TESTY, meets on select days once a 
month.  For students in 6th-9th grades, members participate 
in exciting monthly events & field trips.

Special Services:
Tu’B Shevat Seder January 31st 5:30PM light Seder 
followed by schmoozing
Purim Sphiel & Carnival March 7th 12:30PM
Passover Wanderings March 21st 9:30AM
Womens Seder March 22nd -11th Annual Women’s Seder
Women of all ages welcome, join your sisters around the 
seder table. Come prepared to sing, dance, and share as we 
join together to Bring Ourselves Out of Mitzrayim!  Bring 
a friend and a dish to share at our pot-luck vegetarian/dairy 
dinner without “chametz” (bread products).  We are the 
Haggadah -- be part of the story.  Reservations are appreciated.
Second Night Seder April 4th 4:45PM 

Ongoing Programs:
Mah Jongg Players of all levels can join this weekly group 
meeting at Congregation Emanuel most Monday mornings 
at 10:30AM.  
Bingo is held every Wednesday - Doors open at 5, cards sold 
at 6, game starts at 7.
Hebrew Trope 12:30PM to 1:30PM, most Wednesdays 
through June.
Rhinebeck Meditation & Torah Study held weekly on 
most Thursday mornings September through June (No 
session 9/25). Led by Rabbi Yael Romer, Meditation 
beginning at 8:45AM followed at 9:15AM with Weekly 
Torah Study.  Welcome your day with a Morning Ritual that 
prepares you to receive the day’s blessings with fullness, 
center & breath.  Exploring our Jewish Traditions, this 
morning ritual will integrate Meditation, Prayer & Study as 
part of an alternative morning Practice.  Explore your Jewish 
Journey with a progressive egalitarian approach & learn 
about what our Congregation has to offer.
Tone with Sloane “SPA” Stretch / Pilates / Abs beginner 
level Tuesdays at 10:30 am; intermediate / advanced 
levels Tuesday at noon. “Sculpt & Stretch” all fitness levels 
Thursdays at noon. (no class 2nd Thursday of each month). 
$10 per person each class; pre paid packages available (5 
classes for $45 / 10 classes for $80) by Sloane Grubard. 

Intro to Yoga Open to the Community each Thursday at 
3:00PM, guided by Linda Sumber Yogis are asked to bring a 
mat, 2 blocks and a blanket. 
Special Events:
Annual Congregational Meeting - December 13 from 12:30 
to 2PM.

Rosh Chodesh - December 16, January 22, February 17 & 
March 24 our Rosh Chodesh group will be devoting this year 
to getting serious about our happiness. Together we will draw 
on ancient wisdom and our own personal experiences to 
increase our simcha (joy) to share with the world.
Chanukah Community Candle Lighting Musical Service 
Friday, December 19 at 7:30PM  
Hanukah Happening Saturday, December 20, at 12:30PM - 
2:30PM.
Installation of New Board Members - January 18th 10AM
Trivia Night sponsored by TE Brotherhood - February 7th 
7:30PM

Congregation Tiferet 
Yehuda V’Yisrael 

Kerhonkson Synagogue
26 Minnewaska Trail • Kerhonkson, NY 12446

Synagogue Phone: (845) 626-7260
www.Kerhonksonsynagogue.org

Services are with our Spiritual Leader 
Reb Sally Shore Wittenberg

President governed by our Synagogue board 
Goldie Golderg

thousanddances@yahoo.com

Glenn Pomerantz Email: gapref@yahoo.com

December
Saturday, December 13 - 10:00AM   
Shabbat Service & Pot luck Kiddish

Saturday, December  20 - 6:45PM  
Havdallah & Community Hanukkah

January 17th
Shabbat Service, 10:00 AM, Pot Luck Kiddish to follow* 

February  14th
Shabbat Service, 10:00 AM, Pot Luck Kiddish to follow* 

March 14th 
Shabbat Service, 10:00 AM, Pot Luck Kiddish to follow*

*Participants at our Shabbat Services can bring a dairy
 or parve dish to share after services. Please no meat.  

Addtional dates continued on page 23
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Jewish Congregation  
of New Paltz 

Kehillat Ahavat Achim
Synagogue/Sanctuary: 8 Church Street, New Paltz

Community Center: 30 North Chestnut Street, New Paltz
mailing address: P.O. Box 577, New Paltz, NY 12561

(845) 255-9817
npshul@hvc.rr.com

www.jewishcongregationofnewpaltz.org
Rabbi William Strongin 845-616-7403

Susan Cohen, President

Kehillat Ahavat Achim, the Jewish Congregation of New 
Paltz, is a Reconstructionist Synagogue. Reconstructionist 

Judaism is a progressive, contemporary approach to 
Jewish life that integrates a deep respect for traditional 

Judaism with the insights and ideas of contemporary social, 
intellectual, and spiritual life. We follow egalitarian and 

participatory practices. Please join us for Shabbat services 
and the following events! 

 
SERVICES

Shabbat Services
Join us every Friday evening at 7:30 for kaballat Shabbat 
services at the synagogue. Special Saturday morning Torah 
services are also held periodically, and Shabbat Torah 
services that include b’nai mitzvah are held throughout the 
spring and fall. These all begin at 10 am at the synagogue; 
please call our office 255-9817 for upcoming dates. Our 
custom siddur contains transliterations of all prayers, as well 
as helpful explanatory notes regarding the service, making 
it very “user-friendly.” Oneg Shabbat sponsored by different 
families each week.  Once a month our  JCNP Choir“The 
Chai Notes” participates  in leading services, with new songs 
and instrumental music. All are welcome!

Children’s Services
Usually the first Friday of each month, our family Shabbat 
service  is a warm, participatory, child-centered service, 
which begins at 7:00 p.m. Hebrew school classes assist in 
leading these services. Upcoming dates: 12/5, 1/9/15, 2/6, 
3/6

Junior Congregation
For children in grades 3-7. Kids only! Led by Machele Clark, 
our Junior Congregation services are also led in part by the 
children themselves, and the kids love it. Monthly, 7:30 pm 
at our community center. 

ADULT EDUCATION

Torah Study 
Torah study of the weekly parasha with Rabbi Bill is on 
Monday evenings from 7 - 8:30 pm in our Community 
Center library. The Torah is our starting point but not 
necessarily our end point. Discussions vary and develop 
with the wishes of the participants—textual, historical, 
political, and spiritual. Whatever evolves, it is always 
lively and interesting. All welcome. Join us for stimulating 
discussion. 

COMMUNITY LUNCHEONS
These very popular monthly luncheons (planned with 
seniors in mind, but open to all adults) feature a healthful, 
seasonal menu expertly and tantalizingly prepared by our 
resident chefs. Great food, lively conversation, beautiful 
table settings! Bring your friends!  Members $9, non-
members $14. Reservations required. For reservations, next 
luncheon date, or additional information, contact Myra 
Sorin at 255-5016 or msorin@hvc.rr.com. 

CHAVERIM ARTS CHILDREN’S PROGRAM
Lots of fun and Jewish learning for our little ones with 
Jewish music, arts activities, and dance for Pre-K through 
first grade children. Program run by Rachel Markowitz with 
music and art specialists. Meets one Sunday a month from 
9:30 am—11am. This fun and lively program is open to all 
in the community.  Call Teri Gil at 845-255-2516  for more 
information. Upcoming dates: 1/11/15, 2/8, 3/15, 4/12.

HEBREW SCHOOL
At the Jewish Congregation of New Paltz we have a 
vibrant and active Hebrew School: the Dorothy Solomon 
Ross School of Jewish Studies. Current enrollment is 55 
students. Our curriculum provides the young people in 
our congregation with opportunity to acquire a strong 
foundation in Jewish study and practice, as well as Hebrew 
language, over an 8-year period, so that they may proudly 
identify with their Jewish heritage and culture. If you 
are interested in enrolling your child in our Hebrew 
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School, or would like additional information, please 
call our office at 845-255-9817, or our Hebrew School 
Committee chairs Teri Gil at 845-255-2516 or Leslie 
Rubin at 845-255-256-9692.

UPCOMING  HOLIDAY EVENTS

Community Hanukkah Party
Join us on Sunday, Dec. 21 from 4:00 to 6:00 pm for a 
Hanukkah party at our Community Center. All are welcome, 
bring family, friends, and neighbors! Latkes, music, 
children’s activities, and more. Bring your menorahs and we 
will light them together! Please join us for this well-attended 
and very festive annual Hanukkah event! 

Tu B’Shvat Shabbat Service & Seder:  Wed. Feb. 4  at 5:00 
pm at our Community Center. A mystical and enlightening 
seder to celebrate Tu B’Shvat, the “New Year of the Trees.” 
All welcome. 

Purim Megillah Reading and Carnival: Sunday, March 
8 at 10 am: Family-friendly Purim service with Megillah 
reading at the synagogue (8 Church St.), including a creative 
performance of the Purim story by our b’ney mitzvah 
class, and a Children’s Costume Parade! Service followed 
by Purim Kids’ Carnival at the Community Center, at 
approximately 11:00. All welcome. 

Purim Spiel: Saturday, March 7 at 6:00 pm. Come enjoy 
our annual Purim Spiel as enacted by our amazing and nutty 
cast of characters at the community center. Always funny, 
creative, a bit risqué, and full of talent! Refreshments and 
wine/beer will be served. Adults only please. (Performance 
rated “R.”)

Kehillat Lev Shalem 
Woodstock Jewish Congregation

1682 Glasco Turnpike, Woodstock, New York  
845.679.2218

Come Join Us. Everyone is welcome.

www.wjcshul.org  • Karen@wjcshul.org
Rabbi Aura Ahuvia

Rabbi Jonathan Kligler, Senior Scholar
Karen Tashman, Executive Director

Jon Lewis, President

Kehillat Ahavat Achim, the Jewish Congregation of New 
Paltz, is a Reconstructionist Synagogue. Reconstructionist 

Judaism is a progressive, contemporary approach to 
Jewish life that integrates a deep respect for traditional 

Judaism with the insights and ideas of contemporary 
social, intellectual, and spiritual life. We follow egalitarian 

and participatory practices. Please join us for Shabbat 
services and the following events! 

SERVICES

Shabbat Service Schedule
Friday Night Services begin at 6:00 pm. Year ‘round on the 
First Friday of the month. Services are followed by a dairy-
vegetarian pot-luck dinner. Everyone is welcome!

Shabbat morning Services begin at 10:00 am. Everyone is 
welcome!

Shabbat Community Days  take place one Saturday every 
month starting at 10:00 am, and include a pot-luck lunch 
and a day of learning. 

Upcoming Dates:  January 10th, February 21st, March 14th

Celebrate Shabbat is a new program this year that’s 
especially for Pre-K through 1st Graders and their families! 
Led by Morah Jill, one of our favorite creative & experiential 
teachers. Celebrate Shabbat takes place every Shabbat 
Community Day and begins at 11:00 am.

Family School Shabbat Seders are an opportunity to 
welcome Shabbat with prayers, blessings, songs, and a pot-
luck dinner.
Upcoming Date: Friday, March 6th, 2014

Continued next page
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Woodstock Jewish 
Congregation

Continued

Special Events: January – March 2015

Gallery Lev Shalem’s Winter Show Openings

January 11, 2015, 12:00 –  2:00 pm
March 22, 2015, 12:00 –  2:00 pm

January 25, 2015

Brunch-and-Learn with Rabbi Aura Ahuvia: “Exploring 
your Inner Gabbai” 

This program focuses on training for anyone wishing to play 
a more active role during Shabbat morning Torah service. 
This training is for all levels of knowledge, including those 
who don’t speak Hebrew or hold deep familiarity with 
Jewish ritual. We all need to start somewhere, and if being 
close to the Torah speaks to you, please consider attending. 
All Brunch-and-Learns are open to WJC members and the 
general public alike. Join us for bagels, coffee, and a bit of 
learning!

March 7 – 8, 2015
Purim Celebration Weekend

Purim at the Woodstock Jewish Congregation is always so 
much fun! Join us on Saturday, March 7th at 7:00 pm for 
the Megillah Reading, then on Sunday, March 8th from 
10:00 am – 2:00 pm for a day filled with our annual Purim 
Carnival, fun programming, a seudah (festive meal), and 
Purim Celebration.

Family School Enrollment
The Woodstock Jewish Congregation Family School is 
a Religious School that involves the whole family. Our 
mission is to engage our families in our loving and caring 
community, to help our families to create a foundation of 
literacy for all, and to establish an environment that will 
allow our families to explore and reflect their Jewish learning 
and practice. New enrollments are welcome. Dee Graziano, 
Education Coordinator, welcomes any interested family to 
contact  her to learn more. She can be reached at 
(845)679-2218 x6 or by email at familyschool@wjcshul.org.

Adult Education

Yiddish Vinkl, led by Noami Halpern – Wednesdays, 
10 am – noon: If you are interested in spending time 
enjoying the sounds of Yiddish, come join us on Wednesday 
mornings at the Woodstock Jewish Congregation. Whatever 
your background, secular or religious, beginner or 
experienced, come! The variety is what makes this Yiddish 
table so rich.

Contemplative Meditation with Gail Albert – Thursdays, 
10:30 – 11:45 am: Viewing the Torah as a transformative 
spiritual workbook, Gail Albert follows a continuous 
narrative from Genesis through Deuteronomy at a deep level 
of interpretation. Following this narrative week-by-week as 
it gradually opens our hearts and minds to the Mystery we 
call God or Life-Unfolding, Gail helps us move from fear 
and disconnection to love and equanimity in our daily lives 
as she guides us in focused contemplation of each week’s 
parshah.

Lev Shalem Institute Programs

The Lev Shalem Institute of the Woodstock Jewish 
Congregation is a center for learning, creativity, healing, 
and spiritual growth that is open to all seekers. It is now 
offering day classes, weekend workshops, and intensive 
retreats under the direction of our Senior Scholar, Rabbi 
Jonathan Kligler. We invite you to bring your hearts and 
souls as well as your minds into a full-hearted and fully alive 
Jewish experience. Visit lsi-wjc.org for more information, 
or contact us at info-lsi@wjcshul.org or (845) 679-2218.

February 13 – 15, 2015
Weekend Workshop

The Joys of Jewishing: An Introduction
The Joys of Jewishing is an experiential introduction to 
Jewish practice and thought, with an emphasis on the joy 
and fulfillment inherent in this wise and beautiful tradition. 
Whether or not you are Jewish, you are welcome to partake.

March 15 – April 12, 2015
Four Sunday Sessions
In the Voice of Our Mothers: A New Way to Tell the 
Story of Passover
In this workshop we explore and inhabit the women of 
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“Where Professionalism meets Compassion”

Over 60 years of experience in 
Jewish customs and burial traditions

Paul R. Hammerl
President/Licensed Funeral Director

411 Albany Avenue
Kingston, NY 12401

(845) 331-0631

the story of Passover, imaginatively and creatively giving 
them voice, filling out their presence, and composing a new 
Haggadah that tells the inspiring tale of our liberation from 
slavery in the Voice of Our Mothers.

March 24 – 31, 2015
Two Tuesday Classes

Spiritual Preparation for Passover
This is part of the Spring 2015 Bet Midrash Series. More 
information to come; visit our website: lsi-wjc.org.

March 24 – May 19, 2015
Eight Tuesday Classes
The Omer Journey
We’ll begin at the beginning of the spring month of Nisan, 
preparing for Pesach by counting and contemplating the 
twelve/thirteen tribes and their offerings to the mishkan. 
We’ll then move through the seven weeks, exploring the 
biblical omer and looking at how this agriculturally-rooted 
observance has evolved as Jewish communities became 
urbanized and eventually scattered throughout the world.

Fall for Art

Art appreciators engaging with “turned wood” artist John Franklin.

Collage artist Karen Schaffel and art buyers.

Congregation Tiferet Yehuda V’Yisrael 
Kerhonkson Synagogue

Additional Dates: 
April 11th 

Shabbat Service, 10:00 AM, Pot Luck Kiddish to follow* 
May 9th 

Shabbat Service, 10:00 AM, Pot Luck Kiddish to follow*
June 13th 

Shabbat Service, 10:00 AM, Pot Luck Kiddish to follow* 
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THANK YOU FOR HELPING US REACH OUR 
18TH (CHAI) ANNIVERSARY!

GENESIS GALLERY
ART, JEWELRY, JUDAICA & TALLITOT

DIRECTLY FROM ISRAEL AT INCREDIBLY LOW PRICES
------------------------------

Harmati Lane & Route 212 , Shady, New York
Tel: 845-679-4542      www.genesis-gallery.com

E-mail: art@genesis-gallery.com

KINGSTON ANIMAL
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Congregation Emanuel of the Hudson Valley 

Invites you to A Community Candle Lighting 

Friday December 19th - Free Community Event All are Welcome-

Community Candle Lighting       7:00pm 

Professional Storytelling by Bill Marshall & Jeri Burns PhD   7:30pm 

Chanukah Delight                8:15pm 

 

 

Chanukah Happening 

Saturday December 20th 12-2pm - Family Fun for all ages! 

Hosted by The Education Committee &  Junior Youth Group 

Music, Books, Latkes, Games, Booths, Crafts, Gifts-Book fair for 

all ages sponsored by Sisterhood & Oblong Books & Music 

 Children over 2 $3 Adults $5 Family Maximum $20 

www.templeemanuelkingston.org 
243 Albany Ave. Kingston, NY 12401  845-338-4271 



 

 

 

 

Congregation Emanuel of the Hudson Valley 

is excited to welcome our new 

Leonard & Barbara Zimet Religious School 

Director 

Ms. Samara Genee 

Samara is a professional educator. She comes to us deeply rooted in her  

Judaism. She brings an infectious warmth & enthusiasm to our students,  

families and program. We are thrilled to be welcoming Samara and her growing family to our community. 

-Enrollment is open–  

Don’t miss our special drop-in day, Saturday Dec. 20th  

or call to schedule your visit. 

www.templeemanuelkingston.org 
243 Albany Ave. Kingston, NY  845-338-4271 office Ext. 101 Religious School Ext. 110 



 

 

CONGREGATION AHAVATH ISRAEL 

OF KINGSTON 

Saturday, March 7th 
at 7:30pm 

 
 

Please see ticket prices & event combos on reverse 

 

Shabbat Dinner– Friday, March 6
th

 
Kabbalat Shabbat EARLY Service at 6:15pm 

 

Please join Sam for a VERY special 

 Shabbat Dinner at 7:30pm 

stories, songs, learning & community sing-a-long 
 

$36 per adult/$18 per child (ages 5-12) 

$75 per family 

 

Lunch & Learn – Saturday, March 7
th 

Following Shabbat Morning Services at 9:30am 
 

 

Please join Sam for a festive 

Shabbat Lunch at 12:00pm 
 

 

$20 per adult/$10 per child (ages 5-12) 

$50 per family 

 



ישראל אהבת קהילת  
 Congregation Ahavath Israel 
100 Lucas Avenue  Kingston, NY  12401 

(845) 338-4409  ahavath.israel@gmail.com 
 

Three Spectacular Events – One Wonderful Weekend  

with Sam Glaser, Artist in Residence 
 

VIP SPONSORSHIPS 
 

___Gold Package: $108 includes your name in the program book, Shabbat Dinner on Friday 
evening, Shabbat Lunch on Saturday afternoon, Preferred Concert Seating (Rows 
A&B), Post-Concert Dessert Reception & a signed CD. 

 

___Silver Package: $90 includes your name in the program book, Shabbat Dinner on Friday 
evening, Preferred Concert Seating (Rows C&D), Post-Concert Dessert Reception 
& a signed CD. 

 

___Bronze Package: $72 includes your name in the program book, Preferred Concert Seating 
(Rows E&F), Post-Concert Dessert Reception & a signed CD. 

 

INDIVIDUAL EVENTS 
 

___Shabbat Dinner – Friday Evening, March 6th 
 Adults:  $36 
 Children: $18 (ages 5-12) 
 Families: $75 
 

___Shabbat Lunch & Learn – Saturday Afternoon, March 7th 
 Adults:  $20 
 Children: $10 (ages 5-12) 
 Families: $50 
 

___Concert – Saturday Evening, March 7th 
 Adults:  $30 (sanctuary) 
   $25 (social hall) 
 Students: $  5 (obstructed views) 
 
___Post-Concert Dessert Reception – Saturday Evening, March 7th 
 Adults:  $20 
 Children: $12 (ages 5-12) 
 Families: $50 
 

 

NAME:     Please indicate which event(s) you wish to purchase & 
 

ADDRESS:     how many tickets for each one. Mail form to address above. 
 

     Please include your check or money order with this form. 
 

PHONE:     Tickets may also be ordered by phone or e-mail. 
 

E-MAIL:     We accept Visa and Mastercard. 


